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+ ‘The Arabian Sea or Bonibay monsoon Gurrent gave moderate to heavy rain to the. we: 
coast ‘districts, and showers to the Deccan and Mysore, The principal falls of rain in twents 
“four hours along the west coast were as follows:—On the ‘24th Mangalore 3°75” on the 2 
Mangalore 3°69” ; on the. 26th Ratnagiri 8°78” ; on the 27th Mangalore 4°79”; on the 28th} 

f Ratnagiri 3°15”; on the 2gth Cochin 0°71"; and on the goth Karwar 2°70", a) : 


‘The above shows that fairly heavy rain was expetienéed over the greater ‘part of athe 

west coast, but that this heavy rain did not, extend as far north:as. Bombay, The mail 

. steamer report showed that there was sepa current over thie sea within one ba 

‘miles of Bombay and-from Bombay goMhward to’ Sind there was no motisoon 
shroughout the week. 9% "ae 


‘The rainfall table'shows that during she week,iinder review there has» been actually 9 
practically’ no fain over the follwing divisions and subdivisions, vs., the north-west q 
aga; Biluchistan, Gujarat and, the west Satparis divisions; and “the Ludhiana, Lahd 
Thipur and Indore subdivisions. Elsewhere thore or léss rain"has been reteived, the ayer: 
factual rainfall ranging from 0°13” in the Madura subdivision ; 0°17” in the east Coast (sou 
division; and 0°24" in the Burma (dry) division to 10°96” in the Burma coast division ;- 9° 
in the Calicut subdivision; g°61” in the Bonibay subdivision ; and 7°16" in the Patna subdiv: 
sion. The week's rainfall was heavier than usual over the Burma coast,*lower and wes| 
Bengal, part of the Deccan and the west coast, but was lighter than the ‘average elsewhere 
In the Brahmaputra Valley the average actual fall was 3°38” instead of 6:95”; in the west 
Himalayas 0°20” instead of 2°26”; in the west Gangetic plain 0°16” instead of 1'60"; in the 
Jubbulpore subdivision 0°77” instead. of 3°11"; in Central India 021” instead ‘of a0"; in 
Gujarat 0°65” instead of 1°72” ; and in the west Satpuras 0°09” instead of 1°69". 








“The seasonal deficiency is considerable'to large over upper India, part of Céntral India 
and Gyjarat, . 
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-for Meteorological Reportix to the Government of India 
and Director General of indiah Observatories, 
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Secretary te the Government of Inia, 
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sige enigees ry GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. es es 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND ee 
Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, = 
nas 25th June 1904. |, Mae yy ye 


hs ae 
+ Maiiras.—'The rainfall of,the week Wye good inthe Circars, on the West Coast ation ; 
the hills and light elsewhere. Irrigation supplics are” insufficient. ia part of Salem, the 
Pecean and the Southern districts. Ploughiag, sowing and transplanting are in_progress in 
parts. The standing crops are in good condition. Harvests continue in parts" with fair to | 
normal dutturn, Pasture is scanty in parts of Kistna, Madura and the Deccan, ler is: 
procurable, The condition of cattle is generally good. Prices are almost stationary. 
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+ Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of the Konkan) ‘Nasik. and 
Belgaum ; good in parts of Khandesh, Satara and Dharwar ; moderate in parts of the Panch j 
Mahals, Ahmednagar, Poona, Sholaptr and Bijapur ; and yery slight in parts of the Upper 
Sindh Frontier, Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach and Surat. Preparation of Jagds for autumn 
cultivation continues in parts of fourtéen districts. Sowing of autumn crops hasbeen come 
pleted in Colaba, is nearly over in Kanara; continues in pari@of Sindh, the Panch Mahals, 
Surat, Thana, Ratnagiri, Nasik, Poona, Satara and the Carnatic; and has commenced in parts _ 
of Ahmedabad, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Baroda, Transplantation has com: 
menged in parts of Sindh and Kanara. The standing crops have bed slightly damaged | 
ocusts in parts of Thana, Ratnagiri,"Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Poona and Satara. 


folder-supply is suticiet, The water-supply and agricultural stock are_ generally sufichent, 
Prices have fallen in tw districts ; risen in three’ districts j and are statio1 where, | 





+ Weg, 

—The rainfall during theweck was general and moderaily heavy. Weeding 
of hot weather paddy and jute and transplantation of winter rice commenced “in ome 
Places. Sowing of maize and other autiimn crops #8 going on. Sugarcane, cotton and indigo . 
are doing well. The prospects of the crops are on the whole good, The fodder and water. 
Supply is gencrally sufficient, The price of common ti¢e’has risen in seven districts; fallen 
in.one; and is stationary in the remainder, 


United Proyinces.—Rain fell in all districts di 

+ oches. Irrigation and weeding of sugarcane, indig, 

crops are doing well. Sowing of autumn crops i 
Prices are almost stationary, 


turing the week, two receiving over g 
0 and extra crops ¢ontinue. “The standing’! 
is in progress, Supplies are sufficient, 


*_,,_,Punlab.—Rain has fallon in Hissar, Umballa, Ferazepore, Lahore and in parts of Delhi. 
Slight showers have also been reported from Jullundur, Sialkot and parts of Shahpur,Rawale 
Pindi and Mooltan. The price of wheat is rising in Hissar and falling in Jullundur and 
Sialkot. The prices of other fooikgrains are fluctuating. » Harvesting and threshing of spring 
peeae over in all districts, except in Mooltan where wheat is being threshed ant removed. 


Ploughings for and sowings of autuma crops are in Progress. Rain is badly wanted for autumn | 
Sowings in Mianwali. Thecondition 1 


; and prospects of the extra spring and ‘autumn crops 
said to be good. The outturn of whe: ase: 0 


at is above the average in | Ne inelon crop 
has been damaged by insects in the Shahpur tabsil and bajra (bulrush mill : 
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and 7 \ 
(Great millet) have sulfered for want of rain in Mianwall. Cattle ane generally in good éonef) 
eek theoufion the Province. Forder is saidto be suffcient in all districts excercta/tacae’y : 
of Delhi, yf * 


North-West Frontier Province —There was ‘no rain during ; 
‘ sowings have been Suspended and rain is now urgently required to ite 
Ps « i 






slightly for 
nm on the whole 

; continue good. ~The price of paddy has risen slightly at four 
See eae otherwise there is no change. a8 : 


es 


<hr ig, nae ed tain has fallen during the week in 
: ‘The 








in Saugor, 
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48 in. considerable defect in the Northern 
1g8 are in progress nearly everywhere but have 
‘rain j s of Chhindwara, and Bilaspur, Locusts have appeared in 

Be hindwara, Wardha, Nagpir, Buldana and Wun; they cons 


see cs get san eh oa 


of 45 per cent. in the price of gram is reported. ‘The price of Juar has 
to a2f seers in Hoshangabad, elsewhere prices have fluctuated slightly, 


ate. . 








ee 

ck 1¢-yeathe is hot with occasional rain in all districts. More tain is wanted, 
Upper Assam. ing for and sowing of late rice ; reaping of early rice ; ind plucking 
‘manufacture of in progress, The planting of sugarcane still continues in Sibsa. 
gar. Prospects of tea, Rigarcane and cotton are fair, Early rice and jute have been 
damaged by heavy tainin Goal, , The prospects of early rice are generally fair in other 
distri rices—common eee sense Sylhet"and Dbubri, 16 ; Gaubati, 
ar, 14; and Nowgong and Dibrugarh. 13 seers per rupee. 


_ Mysore.—There was good rain during the week in Hassan, Kadur, Shimoga and fair 
' in other parts of the Provi Prices ate steady. The standing crops are in good condi- 
tion and the prospects of the season are good. Cattle are healthy. Water and fodder are 
















‘Tezpur and 









-Coorg.—Rainfall—nine inches 65 cents, Sowing o rice continues,’ Prices of foode’ 
normal, Water and fodder are ample. Fs i 





throughout Rajpatana during the week. Agricultural 
. Land is being prepared for autumn crops. Ploughing and: 
¢ Condition of cattle is good, Fodder is sufficient, Prices 
fa gaiars ; 


‘is 







‘is urgently needed in Raipar where heavy rain has retarded 


ted to have destroyéd.cotton pl: its whieh have sprung up — 





heaviest falls which were in Mandla, Raipur, Sambalpur, » 
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Damage has been gaused to germinating crops in Dhar by locusts. Agricultural stock and 
pasturage ave generally good, but the latter is indifferent in part of Gwalior. Prices are low 
in places’; normal in Gwalior, Indore and Bhopal; below normal in Baghelkhands, and 
stationary: in Bundelkhand, Malwa and Bhopawat- 


» 
Kashmir —The weather is bright and warm. Prices are stationary. 


Jammu.—There was no rain during the week. Prices are fluctuating. Wheat sells? | 
from 14 to 26 and maize 20 to 44 seers per rupee: The condition of the standing’¢tops is 
fair, Fodder is sufficient. Land is being pagpared for autumn sowings. 

Nepal —Rainfall 854 iches.—The ‘eather has been cool with heavy rain, daily: The 

2. 4 T 
trinsplanting of lowland rice has “ommenced. The price of rice is 6} seers per rupee: 
J. WILSON, 
Secretary to the Government of India. 























HOME DEPARTMENT. 


SANITARY, Cen 
“PLAGUE. } 
Simla, the 30th Fune 1904. { y by 
statement of plague seizures and deaths reported in India, daring the week ending the 25th ” 
general information = ‘ is 
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fA Surruewunr to the Gazerre oF INDIA will be published from time to time, Lomtaining such Oficial Papers and 


information as the Government of Indi. deem 40 be of interest to the Public, and Nsefully be mad 
on k The Beisis the Legtelation Counel of His Bessiteg the Governor General will sm future ie published in, 
ART Gazerre, 


Won Subscribers to the Gazerre ive the SUPPLEMENT stparately on a payment of five Rupees per annum i 
utivered in Calcutta on aight Repeat if sent by Port. "The Suettanctny set Bee ST ete phage 
nerd for stbarchey om a payment of Rupees sis fer atinum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine vent hy Pete 

No Oficial Orders or Noti the jublication of which in the Gazetre oF IxDiA iz required by Law, or which 
it has toe Customary fp publish in the Catcurn Gulcmn ott natn fn the Suvtuuetien der oak Diced and 
Notifications the body o the Gazette must be looked to. 
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. GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
*EINANCE AND COMMERCE DEPARTMENT 





TotaltGross Indian"Sea and Land Customs Revenue (excluding Salt Revenue) 








SEA CUSTOMS 
‘ports . 
= Special Import Duties ae 

‘Arms, ammunition, and military stores 7 85 73 for 04 39 59 

Liquors— 


jogs oma BF irl cide and other 


a. and liqueurs «| 1506} 1452] 13:74] 15:36] 16,77] 1594] 16,38 } 
Oa Se kw af otto] Ng BB] <8 85 85 85 

NER em Ali) 1 ad 1 1 I] we 1 ae 
Petroleum. | 1430] 857] 1ns9]| 980] 858] x92] 1448] rgga| 1340] 18 
‘Sugar (countervailing utes 1899) ao - - ori 83| 466] 965| r1,92 «9 4 
eae eo a) = | Hele Pa) S| me a ea 

i Ganeral Import Duties a 

Articles of food and drink (excluding 

sugar). 276| 289| 288) 252] 302! 320] 278] *2,95|+ 297] Sat 
‘Sugar (ordinary duties) » ssf saa] 297) 448] 385] 348] 643] 7.90] 650] 5,62 ps 


‘Chemicals, drugs, medicines and ‘ 
ierocticn, an dyeing and tanning 
. A 8Ag 2,60 | 2,41 243 274 | 24h 273) 3,04] 3:38 305, 














Shae ietdciace— . 
Piece goods, grey. +» « «| 1509} 1354) 9,86) 1159 12,67 | 10,90] 12,33 | 13,75] 1302 | 11,88 
> white =. 585] sta] 406] 4a7| S38) 485) 822) og | 5:05) G07 
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Re 640] 621 | g1a| 508] 495! 581] 582/ 829] 770] 906 
Oils (excluding petroleum) one 13 22 5° 48 33 Ku 33 42 26 a 
red/articles raz] 1319] 91s | 99t| 64] 113] 1328) 12,80] 145 | 1620 
Raw <span and unmanafacared 
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Exrorr Durins— 
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8317 | 2947 | 3205, 


Lawn Cusroms axp Miscritawzous} 151] 162) 477] 179] 1,98] 2,09] 2510 8 
i - 2,38 








GRAND TOTAL | 1,228 | 1,928 | 99,09 | 4,16,53 | 1,18,21 | 1,17,43 | 144,70 aks 
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GOVERNMENT OF er “simu 
HOME DEPARTMENT. 
* . SANITARY, : 
LAGUE. : f 
Simla, the 7th Fuly 1904. * 
_ The following statement of plague seizures and deaths reported in India, during the week ending the and 
July 1904, Js published for general in fs formation : . 
S| oii iat tebasesterset ~=ae ae 
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"Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, 
the’ 7th July 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of, 


the period. i 
Phe most important feature of the weather of the past week has been a large, shallow, 
, depression which left the head of thgeBay travelling westward on Saturday, the 21 

ju! d passing across the head of the Peninsula and through Gujarat occasioned a 
i Cbaltlersble theseane in the strength of the Arabian Sea monsoon current and a consider- 
a able extension of rain over part of north-west and central India, 


The Bay monsoon blew steadily on the Burma coast throughout the week and falls of 
Me rain of between 2” and 5” were of almost daily occurrence in this area, The current also 
|. extended fairly steadily into Lower Burma, during the first four days of the week, to which 
division it gave moderate rain. But on the last three days the current fell off and the rainfall 
_ “became light. Over Upper Burma, the greater part of Bengal and Assam the rainfall, though 
continuous, was not generally heavy, though local falls of between 2” and 3” in twenty-four 
hours were occasionally recorded during, the week. At Cherra Poonjee the total of the 

week's fall was only 9°91”, the normal fall for the period being 29°38". 


This light rainfall was due largely to the presence over the head of the Bay and Lower 
Bengal of feeble depressions which impeded the free flow of humid winds from the Bay 
into north-east India, These depressions while spoiling the rainfall over north-east India 
‘piaterially increased the fall over Orissa, the Circars and the east Satpuras’ where the 
week's fall exceeded the normal. They likewise increased the general strength and extent - 
of the Arabian Sea monsoon. That current gave very heavy rain to the west coast divi« 
je more particularly on the 3rd and 4th—when Karwar reported 7°53”; Goa 8-70”; 
igao 7'08" ; Mercara 5°85”; and Ratnagiri 8°39" in twenty-four hours. The current 
ikewise extended well intoihe Peninsula, the west Satpuras, the Central India plateau and 
Gujarat where the following largish amounts in twenty-four hours were recorded, v's. on 
Hea bor psi a a Sere ey Sa ord pate Alfola, 3°11” at Amraoti, and 3709” at 
lerabad ; on the 4th 2'75" at Indore ; onthe sth 3°35” at Verawal; on the "36" 
Rajkote ; ayd on. the 7th 4-30" at Rajkot. shed gina abate 
Over northern India the rainfall was irregularly distributed. Over the Gangetic Plain 
there was comparatively little rain and over the North-West Dry area still less, but from the 
ere 8 certain amount of flow of moist air from the Arabian Sea through the central 
of the country into ndia took place and dail i 
ie wots Hinalayss, pper pl nd daily rainfall occurred on'and near 


The rainfall table shows that the average actual rainfall of the week ran; 24" i 
Baluchistan ; on. % in the North-West Dr Sena 0°36” on the east coast Sorina 
in Calicut subdivision, to 12°69” in the Burma coast division and to 16:28” in the Bombay 
subdivision, The week's fall was more or less excessive over Burma (Coast and Wet}, 
‘over the Calcutta, Burdwan, Lahore, Ranchi, Indore, Bijapur, and Hyderabad subdivisions 
and the Baluchistan, East coast (north), West coast, Gujarat, west Satpuras and south India 
visions. | Elsewhere the fall was more or less deficient, The largest positive departures 
‘Were 5193" in the Burma coast ; 7°15” along the west coast; and 256%in Gujarat; while 
largest negative departures were 5'36” inthe Brahmaputra Valley ; 4'63”°in the east 
| Sub-Himalayas ; 2°50” in the Jubbulpore subdivision ; and 1-92” in the Patna subdivision, ‘ 
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The seasonal rainfall to date is now normal or above the % 
Brahmaputra Valley, the west Sub-Himalayas, the West Gan, etic Plas, ‘the Novthe Wes. 


area, Baluchistan, and the Jubbulpore, Jhansi, and Abmedabad divisions where iti still * 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending 
4 Qnd July 1904. t 


Stateaa—The rainfall of the week was good in the Circars, on the West Coast and on, 
the hills ; fair in the Deccan; and light elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are insufficient in 
parti of Salem, the Deccan and the Southern districts, Ploughing, sowing and transplant: 

. fare in progress in parts. ‘The standing éeBps are in good condition. Harvests continue 
in parts with fair to normal outturn, Pasture is scanty in parts of Kistna, the Deccan, the — 
Garnatic and the Southern disteicts, Fodder is procurable, ‘The condition of cattle is good 


Prices are almost stationary. : a 


Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of the Konkan, Nasik and 
Belgaum good in parts of Surat, Poona, Dharwar and Wadbwan ; moderate in parts of 
Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach, Satara, Bijapur and Baroda; and slight in parts of the | 
“Panch Mahals, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Rajkot. More rain is needed in 
parts of Larkana, the Deccan, the Carnatic and Baroda, Preparation of lands for autumn 
cultivation continues in parts of Tharjand Parkar, Ahmedabad, Broach, Nasik qnd Belgaum. 
Sowing of autumn crops has been completed in Thana, continues in parts of Sindh, Gujarat, 
Ratnagiri, the Deccan, the Carnatic and Rajkot; but is retarded for want of sulficient 
“ain in parts of Larkana, Abmednagar, Poona, Sholapur and Bijapur. ‘Transplantation is in 
progress in parts of Sindh and the Konkan, but is retarded in parts of Thana, owing to 
insufficient rain. Autumn seedlings have been’ damaged by locusts in parts of the Upper 
Windh Fronticr, Thana, Ratnagiri, Ahmednagar, Poona and Satara. ‘The fodder-supply is 
sufficient. The wateresupply is generally sullicient, Prices have fallen in six districts ; and, 
ar¢ stationary elsewhere, 


Saturday, 










Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was general and in some places moderately 
._ heavy. Mbre rain is, however, needed in parts of Burdwan, Shahabad, Darbhanga and 
Purnea. The prospects of paddy, jute and other standing crops are generally good. Trans- 
plantation of winter rice is in progress. Fodder and water are generally sufficient. The 
‘ price of common rice has risen in thirteen districts, has fallen in six, and is stationary in the 
remainder, 


Dnited Provinces.—Rain fell in thirty-two districts during the week, one receiving over 
3 inches and two over 2 inches. More rai ceded to allow of operations for the autumn 
Crops being freely started, Sugarcane and indigo continue to be irrigated and weeded. The 
|. standing crops are doing well. Early sown crops have germinated in places. Locusts are 
reported to have passed through the Aligarh and Cawnpore districts, but no damage was 
done. Supplies are sufficient, but fodder is reported to be dear in Farruckhabad, Prices 

are almost stationary, ‘ | 








Punjab.—Slight rain fell during the week in Amritsar and parts. of Hi 
Jullundur, Sialkot, Shahpur and Rawalpindi, The price of wheat Saag jie ‘alate i 
fand Mooltan; and falling in Shahpar and Mianwali, ‘The prices of other food-grains axe 
fluctuating. The extra spring crops are being harvested in some districts. Wheat is being: 
| threshed ahd removed in Mooltan, Ploughings for and sowings of autumn crops nae 4 
progress, Rain is badly wanted’ in most districts, The condition. and prospects of the 
standing crops are said to be good. The recent rain has benefitted the crops in Amritsar. 
Lens tare bees in parts of Delhi and have slightly damaged the cotton crop. Cattle. 
ea generally in condition throu, hi i is. sai ‘sufficient 
"mall districts, except in ae Ca eee 
‘North-West Frontier Province —The rai The. 
ii —The rainfall of the i he 
standing crops are in fair condition, but rain is wana: pestis ra soho! 
‘+ 0 improve tlie prospects of the sown erops.and the growth of pasture, — sufficien 
‘water .in the Peshawar canals, except in the Bara, but the Kalarani ‘ 
ing in Dera Ismail Khan. ‘The stocks of food-grains and fodde a 
























all rounds 


loa tb wes wn heyy the coast. districts ; slight in the’ dry 
th none in Shwebo, Sagaing, and Lower Chindwin and fair elsewhere. ‘The reaping 
er paddy has commenced in Magwe, Ploughing for wet weather paddy is general 
completion i in Maubin, Thaton and Amherst. Sowings have extended to 
three more districts and transplanting has begun in Maubin, Shwebo and Kyaukse. The 
sowing of early sesamum is nearly finished in Shwebo. Paddy nurseries have been partially 
destroyed by insects in the Tamadaw township and are withering owing to thé Jong break in 
the rains in the Shwebo township. The standing crops ate on the whole doing well. The 
» price of paddy has fallen considerably in Amherst and slightly in two other districts, has. 
risen slightly at two centres, but is otherwise unchanged, 
Central Provinces.—Light to moderately,heavy rain has fallen during the week i in 
all districts. The heaviest falls were at Sambalpur 8} inches and Akola 54 inches. The 
+ rainfall up to date is deficient in the Northern and Nerbudda Valley districts, where 
more rain is needed for autumn sowings and for the proper germination of the seed 
already sown. In Chhattisgarh the rainfall ha exceeded the average and a break is 
much needed for rice which is being damaged by heavy rain. Locusts continue to 
infest Hoshangabad, Nimar, Betul, Chhindwara, Wardha, Nagpur, Chanda and Ellichpur 
and are reported to have slightly damaged the germinating of the young jwar plants in 
Nimar. "Young grasshoppers have also appeared in the Jangir tahsil of the Bilaspur 
district. Fodder and water are sufficient. Prices have fluctuated slightly. + 

Assam.—The weather is hot with occasional rain,in all districts. More rain is wanted 
in Lakhimpur. Ploughing for and sowing of late rice ; reaping of early rice; and plucking 
and manufacture of tea are in progress, Planting of sugarcane still continues in Sibsagar 
and Lakhimpur. The prospects of tea, sugarcane, and cotton are fair. Prospects of 
jute are not good in Goalpara owing to the previous heavy rain. Cattle-disease is prevalent 
in six districts. Prices—common rice--Silchar, 17; Sylhet and Dhubri, 16; Gauhati, 
Tezpur and Sibsagar, 14; and Nowgong and Dibrugarh 13 scers per rupee. 

‘Mysore,—There was good rain throughout the Province during the week. Prices are 
steady, The standing crops are in good condition and the prospects of the season are good. 
Cattle are healthy. Water and fodder are available. Mi 

Coorg,—Rainfall—twenty-two inches 88 cents. Sowing of rice continues, Prices of 
food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. 

Hyderabad,—Rainfall—one inch 17 cents, Autumn sowings are in progress, The early 
rice sowings have commenced in parts. Lands are under preparation for further sowings. 
Prospects are good. Prices—wheat 134, rice 114, and juar 27} seers per hadlé rupee. 

Rajputana,—Rain fell in parts of the Agency during the week. Agricultural operations 

satisfactory. Ploughing and sowing are in progress. Agricultural stock is in satisface 
tory condition. Fodder is sufficient. Prices are rising, 

Central India—The rainfall of the week was partial to general in parts of Gwalior, 
Indore and Bhopawar, and slight in parts of Malwa. The fall was sufficient in Indore and 
part of Gwalior and insufficient elsewhere. Agricultural operations are in progress every= 
where. Damage from locusts to germinating’ crops is reported from Dhar and Jobat, 

* Agricultural stock and pasturage are generally in good condition, Prices are low in places; 
normal in Gwalior, Indore and Bhopal; below normal in Baghelkhand ; rising in Dhar; 
| @fand stationary in Bhopawar, Bundelkhand and Malwa, Locusts were reported in the 
vi ~Nimawar district of Indore during the last month. 
Kashmir.—The weather is bright and warm. Prices are stationary, 
Jammu.—There was no rain during the week. Prices are fluctuating. Wheat sells 
from 14 to 26 and maize 20 t6 44 scers per rupee. The condition of the standing crops is 
fair. Fodder is sufficient. Key is being prepared for autumn sowings for Which rain, is 
urgently wanted," . 
Nepal,—Rainfall 1-94 inches—The weather has been warm with occasiohal showers 
rain, _ ‘Transplanting of lowland rice is in progress. . Prospects are a The price 
Sigal 
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OFFICIAL PAPERS 


A Surviamnnt to the GazerTe oF InpiA will be published from time fo Hime, containing such Official Papers and 
information as 1) of India may deem we iie of interest to the Public, and such as’ may usefully be mad¢ 
informatie Debates of the Legislative Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be published in 
Pant VI of the GAZETTE. 


Nom-Subscribers to the GAZETTE may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on @ payment of five Rupees per annum if 
delivered in Calcutio, or eight Rupees if sent by Post, The SUPPLEMENT "and Part VI of the GAZETTE cam also be sub- 
feribed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annsim ‘f delivered in Calcutta or Ruspees nine sent by Post. , 
‘Ne Oficial Orders or Notifications, the publication of mich in the Gorrie Of, InDia is required by Law, or which 
it has been to. fish in the Caucutta GAzeTTe, ‘will be included in the SUPPLEMENT. For such Orders and 
Notifications the body of the Gazerre must be looked to. 











WHOLESALE AND RETAIL PRICES IN THE FIRST HALF OF 
JUNE 1904 OF 
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* 
-- a 
H. H. RISLEY, 


Secretary to the Government of India. 














GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, 
the 14th July 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 
the period. 


‘As was the case last week the most important featurc of the weather has been a’ 
cyclonic storm which progressed westward from the head of the Bay to eastern Rajputana. 
uring its existence heavy rain fell over,e-large part of the country but on its filling up, 
during the 11th, the barometer-rose, the monsoon currents fell off on both sides of India and 


the rainfall became light and scattered, . 


‘The Bay monsoon gave daily rain to Burma, The rainfall was heavy on the coast where 
falls of from 3” to 5” in twenty-four hours,were recorded and was moderate inland, the heaviest 
fall in Upper Burma having been 3°65” at Mandalay on the 12th. Bengal and Assam received 
general rain on the 8th, gth and roth and on the 14th, but during ‘the three intervenin, 
daysythe fall was scattered and generally light. The heaviest rainfall in this area occurret 
on the 8th when the depression noticed above lay over south-west Bengal and Calcutta 
reported a fall of 6°23” and Jessore of 4'85”. 


In northern India fairly general rain was received on the 8th, 9th and 1oth when the 
principal amounts were 2'94” at Agra and 2:06” at Meerut on the 8th; 174” at Simla and 
142” at Agra on the gth ; and 2°49’ at Cawnpore and 1°21” at Mainpuri on the roth, but 
after the latter date, except on and near the hills, where heavy showers Continued, the rain 
took off and was very light till the close of the week. As mentioned above the storm to 
which this rainfall was due broke up over cast Rajputana so that the North-West Dry area 
received only a few light scattered showers during the weck. 


The Arabian Sea monsoon current occasioned daily moderate rain along the West Coast, 
but hardly any rain was received over Gujarat, moderate showers only over south India and 
the East coast and light showers over the Deccan. 


The rainfall over the central parts of the country, véz., the Satpuras and the Central 
India plateau was mainly due to the cyclonic storm and was heavy over some portions of 
this area between the 8th and the 11th. The following were the principal amounts—on 
the 8thig'27” at Kotah, 2°85” at Ranchi, and 2°78” at Hazaribagh; on the gth 3-91” at 
Chaibassa, 3°65” at Nowgong and 2°77” at Ranchi ; on the roth 11°20” at Saugor, 6°73” at 
Pachmarhi and 4:32” at Hoshangabad and on the 11th 5°25” at Kotah and 2°17” at Saugor, 


‘The rainfall table shows that the average actual rainfall of the wi 6 
in the Lahore subdivision, o-o8” in the Rajuot subdivision, and Sat he Neca 
Dry area to 6'50” in the Jubbulpore subdivision, to 8°51” in the Jhansi subdivision and 
to 12°71" in the Burma coast division, Ihe week’s rainfall was heavier than usual over 
Burma, the Delta of Bengal, the Cawnpore, Ranchi, Jubbulpore, Jhansi, Jaipur subdivisions 
and the south India and East coast (south) divisions while it was lighter than usual in all 
other places, The excess was considerable in most of the above mentioned divisions and 
subdivisions, but especially so in the Jhansi subdivision where the average actual fall 

amounted to 8°51", the average normal fall being 3:26”. On the other hand where the rain= 
fall was short the deficiency was as marked as the excess in the regions of heavy rain. Thu: 

zehner subdivision voly oor fell instead of 1-99”, in the ‘Ahmedabad subdivision 
10” instead of 3°69", in the Rajkot subdivision o-08* ii 19” i 

sic atatoad of 316 in wee } ibdivision o-o8* instead of 2°19” and in the Bombay — 





The seasonal rainfall to date is m 


ore or less deficie , 
and normal or in excess over the centr nt over a large part of northern Ingia 


al parts of the country and the Peninsula. 
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W, L. DALLAS, 


for Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India 
* and Direetor General of Indian Observatories. 


* ‘J. WILSON, 
Secretary to the Government of In dia, 

















i GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. ‘ 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
9th July 1904. bind ti : 





_—The rainfall of the week was good in parts of the Circars, the West Coast 
and bare but light elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are sufficient except in parts. ‘of 
the Deccan and Salem, Ploughing, sowing antl transplanting are in progress in parts. The 
Standing crops are in good condition. Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal 

turn, Pasture is scanty in parts of Kistna, Chingleput, jadura and the Deccan, 
foader is procurable. The condition of cattle is good. Prices are almost stationary. 


mbay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of Ahmedabad, the Konkan, 
Nase Poon Sateen, Belgaum and Rajkot ; good in parts of ‘Thar and Parkar, the Panch 
Natais and Wadhwan; moderate in’ parts of Kaira, Broach, Khandesh and Dharwar ; 
slight in parts of Ahmednagar and Baroda ; and very slight in parts of Karachi, Hyderabad, 
the Upper Sindh Frontier, Sholapur and Bijapur. Sowing of autumn crops is generally 
in progress, but is retarded for want of sufficient rain in parts of Larkana, Surat, Ahmed- 
nagar, Poona, Sholapur, Bijapur and Belgaum. Transplantation has commenced in Poona 
sat Satara and continues in parts of Sindh and Konkan, but is retarded in parts of 
Larkana and Surat, owing to insufficient rain. Autumn seedlings have been damaged by 
locusts in parts of the Upper Sindh Frontier, Thana, Ratnagiri, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, 
Poona and Satara. ‘Fhe fodder-supply is sufficient. ‘The ‘water-supply is generally 
sufficient. Prices have fallen in three districts; risen in two districts; and are stationary 
elsewhere. 

Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was general and in some places heavy. More 
rain is needed in Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Saran, Darbhanga, Purnea and 
Malda, and also in parts of Burdwan, Murshidabad and Bhagalpur. The standing crops 
have been damaged to some extent by excessive rain in the districts of Midnapore, Hooghly, 


Howrah, the 24-parganas and Hazaribagh, Prospects are otherwise good. ‘Transplantation , 


of winter rjce continues. Fodder and water are generally sufficient. The price of common 
rice has risen in nine districts ; bas fallen in eight ; and is stationary in the remainder. 


United Provinces—There was general rain throughout the Provinces during the 
week; the heaviest falls being confined to the Western Submontane, Upper and Central 
Doab, South-Eastern and Bundelkhand districts. More rain is, however, needed in places. 
‘Autumn sowings and wetding of sugarcane are in progress. ‘The standing crops are 
flourishing, Locusts are reported to have appeared in one tahsil in Hamirpur, but no 
damage was done. Supplies are sufficient, and prices are almost stationary. 


Punjab.—Good rain fell during the week in Delhi, Umballa, and in parts of Hissar 
Ferozepore and Shahpur. Slight falls have also been reported from all other districts except 
Lahore and Mooltan, The price of wheat is rising in Hissar, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Amritsar, 
Shahpur, Rawalpindi and Mooltan, The prices of other food-grains are fluctuating. Wheat 
is being threshed and removed in parts of Mooltan. The extra spring crops are being 
harvested fn a few districts. Ploughings for and sowings of autumn crops are in progress, 
More rain is wanted for unirrigated crops in several districts. ‘The condition and prospects 
of extra spring and antumn cfops are, said to be good. The outturn of extra sprin 
crops has been in Shahpur. Cattle are generally in’ good conditi 
Paice. Bodies is axid to be vufipient in alacant ee 

‘ a 
North-West Frontier Provinge.—Slight rain fell at Abbottabad and 
showers at Bannu during the week, Rain is urgently wanted eae: Sree 
supply in canals. excep in the Bara is sulicient in Peshawar, but has decreased. in Dera 
an, Fodder and food-grains are sufficient. Pri i aiag eel 
rash intact grains are sufficient. Prices are slightly rising owing to 
Burma—The rainfall of the week was heavy i 4 ‘enasseri 
- - infall of th wy in Arakan and the T 
_ districts and in Bassein ; slight in the dry region with none in Pakokku and Shwebo aa 
pigs chewbere, Reaping of dry weather paddy has, been completed in the Myaing. towne 
p, and is progressing in the Gangaw township of Pakokku and in Megwe, and that of 
carly wet weather paddy has commenced in the Shwetachaung tract of Mandala 


Sagaing and the yittha township of Kyaukse. Ploughing and sowing of weteene 


vi © 





crops are on the whole doing barge in ying, wher failing for want o} 

rain. Early sowing in the low lands of “Thaton an Kyaikto si isions of Thaton have 

fuss been owing to heavy rains. The price of paddy has risen slightly in one district 
and has fallen slightly in four centres ; elsewhere there is no change. y 





Central Provinces.—The rainfall of the week was good in the northern districts and 
Berar; moderate in Chhindwara, Betul, (Balaghat, Bilaspur and Sambalpur ; and light 
elsewhere. Saugor received 15 inches.} More rain is needed in the Murwara and Sehora 
tahsils of the Jubbulpore district and imChanda, A partial break in Raipur and lm 
is welcome. In the latter district sont resowing was necessary where the rice plants 
rotted. Sowings of cotton have almost been completed in the Nagpur country and germina- 

js fairly good Fodder and water are sufficient. Locusts continue to’ infest Nimar, 
Chanda, Akola, Amraoti, Basim, Ellichpur and Wun and have damaged young crops in 
Nimar, Akola, Basim and Ellichpur. In Nimar some resowing has been necessary. 
Prices are almost stationary. Those of wheat and gram show a tendency to rise in the 


northern districts. A 
Eg 


Assam,—There was heavy rain in the Surma Valley during the week but light to 
gmoderate elsewhere. More rain is wanted in Upper Assam. Ploughing for and sowing of 
Tate tice ; reaping of early rice ; and plucking and manufacture of tea are in progress. 
Transplanting of late rice has commenced in places, Prospects of tea, sugarcane, and 
cotton are fair. Cutting of jute has commenced in Sylhet. The prospects of jute are fair 
in Sylhet and the Garo Hills, and poor in Goalpara. The early rice crop promises 4 
fair outturn in all districts except Goalpara, Kamrup and Nowsey Prices—common rice— 
Silchar, 17; Sylhet and Dhubri, 16; Tezpur 15 5 auhati and Sibsagar, 14; and Nowgong 
and Dibrugarh 13 seers per rupee. : 


© Mysore.—‘There was good rain durmg the week in Hassan, Kadur and Shimoga. 
Prices are steady, ‘The standing crops are in good condition. Cattle are healthy, except 
in parts of Mysore. Water and fodder are available, 


Coorg.—Rainfall—Eleven inches 21 cents, Transplantation has commenced. Prices 
of food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. ae 


Hyderabad.—Rainfall—three inches 11 cents. Autumn sowings cantinuboyBarlyicice 
sowings have commenced in parts, Preparation of lands is nearing completion. Prospects 
are good, Prices—wheat 14, rice 11, and juar 274 seers per hall rupee, 


jputana.—There was rain throughout the Rajputana Agency during the week, 
except inthe Bikanir State, Maximum fall 7 inches 15 cents in Jhalrapatan; mini- 
mum 40 cents in Jaisalmer. Agricultural operations are satisfactory. 3 jing and 
Sowing are in progress. Agricultural stock are in a satisfactory condition, Fédder is suffi- 
Gient.” Prices are rising in two States ; falling in seven; and are steady elsewhere. é 


Central India—There was no rain in Gwalior during the week but elsqyhere it was 
neral, The fall was insufficient in parts of Indore and sufficient in other paces. Agri- 
cultural operations are in progress everywhere. The standing crops are in condition 
in Malwa and Bhopawar and bad in parts of Indore. They have been i tly damag- 
‘ed by locusts in parts of Malwa and in Bhopawar. Young shoots in parts o Indore are 












being eaten up by locusts- and insects, Agricultural stock and pastur: generally 
got Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and Baghelkhand; normal in 
falwa; rising in Dhar ; but are stationary in Bhopawar and in Bundelkhand. | 


Kashmir —The weather is bright 5 warm. Prices are stationary, 


Jammu.—Slight rain fell through®ut the Province during the week, ‘Prices are 
fluctuating, » Wheat sells from 14 to 26 and maize from 20 to 44 seers per! 






condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient, Land is bei foe 
* autumn sowings, More rain is wanted to enable autumn sowings being comme’ 
‘ . ° 
Nepal.—Rainfall 168 sndhgt ‘The weather has been warm with ite rain. 
‘Transplanting of lowland rice continues. The standing crops are in good . The 


price of rice is 64; sets per rupee. 









PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
RAILWAY STATUSTICS. 
he 


T OF APPROXIM ATE GROSS EARNINGS OF INDIAN RAILWAYS. 
jasies As regards the figures in eolemn Total cernings, sudited figures have been sed 35 far a5 posible 
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lee mate ceri eared A. R. JACOBSON, 


‘Stans, the ¢sth July, 1904. } Ofig. Under Secretary to the Govt. of India. 
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“A Svemenent fo the GATETTE oF INDIA wil be published from time to time, containing such OF! Papers and 
information es the Government of India may deen fo be of inforest l0 ve Pubiie, and such as may wsefully bo made 
informatie Duagates of the Legislative Councit of His Excellency the Governor General will in Sains published in 
Pant VI of the GAZETTE, . 

Now Subscribtes to thi'GAZETTE may receive the SuprieMENT separately on a payment of fine Kuboes her sani x 
et ein Galena, or eight Rupees if sent by Post, The Surviewexr and Paus V1 of the Carters Oy ‘also be su 
deliserer i gparately om a payment of Rupecs six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Kupecs nine af sent by Post. 

(No Oficial Orders or Netifeations, the Publication of wick in the Gazwrtt of Inia required by Law, or which 
it has bern cus publish in the CALCUTTA GAZETTE, will be included in the SurrtemENt. For such Orders and 
Wotifications the body of the Gazerre must be Looked to, 








GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, * 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 2ist July 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 


the period. 


‘There have been no large or important changes of weather during the week under 
report. The monsoon.currents though generally light or moderate have continued to give 
fairly general rain ovef a considerable part of the country, but there has been ‘ng-extension 
of rain into Gujarat or the south of the North-West Dry area, though there has been,art 
improvement in the rainfall over the Gangetic Plain and showers have fallen over the Punjab 
and the North-West Frontier Province. 


‘The Bay monsoon give daily rain to Burma. The fall was heavy on the Coast, normal 
in Lower Burma and lighter than usual in Upper Burma. Assam, Bengal, the east sub- 
Himalayas and the east Gangeti¢ Plain received daily rain. The fall was generally normal or 
heavier than usual, the principal amounts in twenty-four hours having been as follows :—On 
ti 15th 1°68" at Gorakhpur and 1°65” at Cherra Poonjee ; on the 16th 4'48” at Gaya and 

00” at, Gauhati; on the 17th 2°58” at Gauhati and 2°34” at Jalpaiguri ; on the 18th y2'94” 
at Gorakhpur and 2°93” at Gaya; on the 19th 9'28” at Patna and 2°95%at Cherra Poonjee; 
on the 20th 2°62” at Sibsagar and 231” at Burdwan and of'the 21st 3°81” at Silchar and 
rg at Darjeeling. - : ‘ 


In the west sub-Himalayas, the west Gangetic"Plain and the NorthWest Dry area 
# the rainfall was moch less general than in the more eastern divisions, but fairly heavy rain 
fell during the week, on and near the west Himalayas while good showers Were received 
Sver the west Gangetic Plain, most generally on the 17th, 18th and 19th. ‘Thus Allahabad 
reported 3°60” on the 15th, Dehra Dun 3°95” on the 18th, and Cawnpore a°g4” on the 16th, 
5 : Bare 
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1224 SUPPLEMENT TO THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, JULY 23, 1904 
The Arabian Sea monsoon current gave daily rain along the west coast, but the rainfall 
did not extend freely inland and the Deccan, south India and the east ofthe Peninsula — 
received only light scattered showers, Nor did the current extend properly morthward. 
Bombay received only 0:96” instead of the’normial 6-08" during the week and Gujarat was 
practically rainless. The west Satpugas, the west of Central India and Rajputana were in 
put little better condition than Gujarat having generally received only light showers of less 
than 0-10”; but the east of Central India and the whole of the east Satpuras received good, 
and in some places heavy rain, 






“6 


Sout 
‘The rainfall table shows that the week’s rainfall was generally normal or above the 
normal over Burma except Upper Burma), Bengal, Assam, the east sub-Himalayas, the 
cast Gangetic Plain and the Simla, Cawnptre, Ranchi, Jhansi and Calicut subdivisions, but 
was less than the average elsewhere. In Baluchistan, Gujarat and the Indore subdivision the 
* week's rainfall was actuallyor practically 7. ¥ um 


© The scasonal rainfall to date is mor€ than 20% in defect of the normal in’ Assam, thé’® 
Dinajpur, Ludhiana and Lahore subdivisions, the North-West Dry division, the Jubbulpore 
And Indore subdivisions and the-Gujarat and west Satpuras divisions. 
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sig GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


‘DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, © * 


¢ *% 
. 4 . 


Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, oe 
{6th July 1904. 


i? 4 
1c wal good in parts of the Carnatic, the Central, ahd 


‘Madras.—The rainfall of the weel t \ 
‘ethe West Coast districts and on the hills, but light ‘elsewhere. Irrigation supplies are sufficient, 


except in parts of Godaveri, Kurnool, Salem and Madura, Ploughing, sowing, jand trans- 
plantingtare in progress in parts. The standing crops are in good condition. Harvests 
continue in parts with fair to normal outturn, Pasture is scanty in parts of Kistna, 
‘Madura and the Deccan. Fodder is procurable. The condition ‘of cattle is good. Prices 
dre almost stationary: he 





Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in\parts of Kanara; good if parts of 
‘Thana, Kolaba, Ratnagiri and Nasik; slight in parts of Ahmedabad, Kaira, the Panch 
Mahals Surat, Poona, Belgaum, Dharwar and Baroda ; and very slight in parts of Khandesh, 
Abmiednagar, Shotapur, Satara, Bijapur, Rajkot and Wadhwan. Water is deficient in 
canals in Sind. Sowing of autumn crops is generally in progress, but is retarded for want 
df sufficient ‘rain in'parts of Kaia, Surat, the Deccan and the Carnatic. Transplantation 
hhas commericed in parts of Nasik and Belgaum, and continues in parts of Sind, the 
Konkan, Poona and Satara, but is retarded in parts of Thana and Ratnagiri, owing to 
insufficidnt rain. Autumn seedlings have been damaged by logusts in parts of ithe Upper 
ind Frontier, Thana, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Poona and Satara; and by insects in 
iparts of the Upper Sind Frontier and Bijapur, ‘The fodder-supplfvis sufficient. The 
‘water-suipply is generally sufficient. Prices have fallen in three districts ; risen in two 
districts ; and are stationary elsewhere, = 


Bengal—The rainfall during the week was general but was insufficient in some 
places. Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Bogra, Mymensingh, Saran, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Purnéa, 
and Malda’continue to be in ‘need of more rain. Rain is also needed in parts of Burdwan, 
Mafshidabad‘and Bhagalpur. ‘THe districts of Midnapore, Hooghly and Howrah are sill 
suffering from the effects of the heavy'rain during the last week. Crops are reported to 
have been somewhat damaged by floods in the Basirhat sub-division of the 24-Parganas and 
in the districts of Cuttack and Balasore. Transplantation is going on, but is retarded in some 
districts for want of sufficient rain. Prospects are on the whole fair. Fodder and water 
‘are generally sufficietit, The*price of ¢ommon rice ‘has risen in sixteen’ districts, has fallen 
imeight and is stationary in the remainder, ‘ ef 
‘United-Provinces—Rain has been general duting the week. Three’districts aes 
over 6 inches, while in others the fall averaged from 27 cents to over § inches. Moré 
rain is needed in places. Autumn sowings and weeding of sugarcane continue, The standing 


* crops axe doing well, The early sown crops have germinated. Locusts passed through Me 


Aligarh and%Jalaun districts, but no damagé was done. Supplic 
igath ts, a . lies.and fod i 
Prices are almost stationary igith a tendency to rise. = i a 
‘Punjab.—Rain has fallen in Umballa, J 
4 \ » Jullundur, Lahore, Rawalpindi and.in) parts 
—< and Shahpur. Slight showers have also becn reported fi parts a 
elhi, Ferozepore and “Anmtitsar, ‘The price ‘of wheat is‘alling in “Hi ; ‘ 
Pero i ig in Hissar and ‘Rawalpindi, 
aa ising imiDelhi, Jullundur, Ferozefiore and Sialkot. * The prices of other Toe " 
smo 4 eee Spring crops are being removed in Lahore and have nearly been 
oon shingefor and sowings of autumn crops continue, Sugar- 
‘eétton crops are ‘being irrigated in Lahore. More rain is wanted for further 
~ 


Us ¥ . . 





Se : 
panera i and prospects of the standing 
cate ‘goo “crops is aie : oe The 
cotton has d d by an it called “ “oka "in Sialkot. an ipur. .Lo- 
eee ut did no damage, Cattle are generally in good 
_ condition ‘throughout the Province. pinion is said to be sufficient in all districts. 
—— 
North-West. Frontier oni lta Alpe inches in Hazara, one inch im 
Peshawar and showers in ‘other districts where more rain is still required. The cultivation 
WW, ‘Of autumn erops is i in progress. The prospects of the standing crops are fair. There is 
‘sufficient water in the canals and abundant inundations in ‘Dera Ismail Khan and the 
Bara River in Peshawar. Stocks of food-grains are ample and fodder is procurable. Prices 
are rising slightly but continue low. 


+ ” 
Burma.-The rainfall of the week was heavy in the Tenasserim division and moderate 
elsewhere. In Sagaing there was no rain. Ploughing for wet weather paddy has been 
scompleted in Maubin and Toungoo and inthe Thabeitkyin sub-division of the Ruby Mines 
district. Agricultural operations are retarded in Amherst and suspended in Thaton, owing to 
floods but are progressing favourably in most other districts, Reaping of dry weather paddy 
© has been finished i in Minbu and that of early wet weather paddy has commenced in the 
Southern Shan States, Sowing of early sesamum and cotton is over in Myingyan. Sow- 
ings of sesamum apd'maize have been restricted owing to excessive rain in the Taungdwyingyi 
township of Magwe. The crops are withering in parts of the Shwebo and Kinu townships of 
the Shwebo district and in the Myang and Pauk townships of the Pakokku district for want 
| of rain. More rain is also required in parts of Yamethin and Myingyan. Prospects on the 
whole continue good. The price of paddy has risen considerably in Minbu and fallen 
considerably in Prome and slightly in four districts, In other centres there is wo change. 
Centtal Provinces—Light to moderately heavy rain has fallen during the week. 
The heaviest fall Ze was in Sambalpur. More rain is required for the transplantation 
of rice in the Sihora tahsil of the Jubbulpore district, and in Seoni, Nagpur, Bhandara, and 
Balaghat ; while a break is urgently needed in Sambalpur where heavy rain has impeded 
“the growth of rice. Transplanting of rice and thinning operations have commenced in 
Chhattisgarh. Autumn sowings continue and germination has been generally successful. 
‘The weeding of cotton has commenced in the principal cotton growing districts of Nimar, 
Wardha, Nagpur, Akola, Buldana, Ellichpur and Wun. Locusts continue to infest 
Hoshangabad, Nimar, Betul, Chhindwara, Wardha, Nagpur, Chanda and the Berar districts, 
and are reported to be causing slight damage to, autumn seedlings in parts of Nimar, 
Buldana and Ellichpur, There has been a sharp rise in the price of gramfin Mandla from 35 
‘to go seers, while it has fallen by 14 per cent. in Narsingpur and Betul ; elsewhere prices 
have fluctuated but slightly. ‘i 


d “astantl There was heavy rain during the weck’ in Cachar,’ Kamrup and the Naga 


“* Hills and light to#moderate rain elsewhere. More‘rain is wanted in Goalpara, Upper 


© Assam, the Khasi and Jaintia Hills and the Lushai Hills. Ploughing for, and transplanting 
| BElate rice} reaping of eatly tice ; and plucking and manufacture of tea are in progress. 
3 of tea and sugarcane are generally fair. Prospects of jute are fair in Sylhet 
the Garo Hills and poor in Goalpara. Early rice promises a fair outturn in alkdistricts,* 
parr Kamrup and Nowgong. Prices—common rice—Silchar, 17 Sylhet and 
Dhubri, 16; Gauhati and Tezpur 14 ; Nowgong and Dibrugarh 13 seers per rupee, £ 


< )Mysore.—There was slight rain throughout the Province durmg the week. Prices 
are steady, ‘The standing crops'are in good condition, Prospects of the seasorP are good. 

of Cattle are healthy, “except in parts of Mysore and Chitaldrug. Water and fodder are 
available, ot * 


eas Coorg. —Kaintall—fve inches 39 cents, ‘Transplanting of rice continues. The yin 
jare normal. Water and fodder are ample. 4a é 
e B 
ree : Cae 
: wes: 

































- Hydera’ infall—27 cents. : 
“lands are beifig prepared, Prices—wheat 134, rice 11, and juar 28 seers * 
i : : ‘ 
Rajputana,—There was rain shroughout the Rajputana Agency during thea 
except in the Jaisalmer and Mewar States, The maximum fall was 8 inches 70 cents in 
Jhalrapatan ; and the minimum 23 cents in Bikanir. Agricultural operations are 
factory, PloughIng and sowing for autumn crops are in progress. Agricultural stock are 
in a satisfactory condition, Fodder is sufficient, Prices are rising in five States ; falling 1 
two; and are steady elsewhere. f $a 











Central India—The rainfall of the week was general and sufficient everywhere. Agri- 
cultural operations are in progress throughout the Agency. The crops are in good condition 
in Malwa and Bhopawar and fair in Indore. They have been slightly damaged by locusts in 
parts of Indore, Malwa and Bhopawar, Agricultural stock and pasturage are generally good, 
but cattle are suffering in parts of Indore. Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and_ 
Baghelkhand; low in Malwa; rising in Dhar and stationary in Bhopawar and Bundele _ 
khand. 


Kashmir—The weather was bright and warm except on one day of the week when 
there was rain. Prices are stationary, " 


Jammu.—Some rain fell during the week in parts of the Province. Prices are 
fluctuating, Wheat sells from 12 to 24 and maize from 20 to 34 seers per rupee. The 
condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. ‘The cotton and sugarcane 
‘crops are in good condition, Land is being prepared for autumn sowings. 


cy 

Nepal.—Rainfall 2°46 inches.—The weather has been cloudy and cool. Transplanting 
of lowland rice is finished, ‘The standing crops are doing well. The price of tice is 6} 
Scers per rupee,” 4 





? J. WILSON, 
oi Secretary to the Government of India, 
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Bommay Paesipexcr AND Srxp. 


~ GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
HOME DEPARTMENT. 


SANITARY. 


PLAGUE. 


Simla, the 21st Fuly, 1904. 


The following statement of plague seizures and deaths reported in India, during the week ending the 16th 
Jy 1904, is published for general information : 5 
3 on 
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‘ 4 No. 4552-Exc. ‘ 
A . 7 hee 
de ay GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. : 
, Pa a 4 : 
NANCE AND connec DEPARTMENT. Pe ifs 
y a 
5 . pA id Simla, the 16th Fuly, 1904¢-  * siete } 
ae oe eee £ Sh 
peritie e R Sar : 
. RESOLUTION. . Aa” 


Ls OkbERED, that the papers mentioned in the following Tist, relating to Excise Adminis- ® 
tration in Assam, be published for general information in the Supplement to the Gazette ¢f 
" yc 
se 
5 
° i ; Z 
E E, N. BAKER, 


Indie ‘ ‘ 


J 
Secretary to the Government of thaid. 


“i sete 


LIST OF PAPERS, » : . 


‘ 1. Letter from the Chief Commissioner of Assam to the Government of India, 
« No, sbtinansy,,dated the 25th August 1903, * 


2. Memorandum, dated the 2nd April 1902, by Mr. J. Bitcknghamy ELE, challnas 


of the Assam Branch of the Indian Tea Association, mae a, 
‘ 





3, Circular letter, No. 27-R., dated the aznd August 1902, from the ChiefyCommise, 
‘. ig sioner of Assam to the Deputy Commissioners of Tea Distriets in Assam, ha 
“4 ’ % we 


« te 
4. Memorandum, dated the 27th March 1905, by‘ Mr. J. Buckingham, CLE. ‘e 


, # 





5, Letter from the Government of India to the Chief Connon ot Asa No. 
20rd. R,, dated the 26th March 19042 4 Ld 


6. Despatch from the Government of India to the Sorelaggat State, | No. a dated 6 
the 31st March 1904. . 


. & 4 4 te < 


* 


Seat et Neck fronts Secretary of Siatete the Government of India, NO, 65*Revenu, %, 
» feat the 6th Mey bag 





* fw 
# 








4 ERTIES + ‘ 


a f © No. -tPinanctp, ated Shillong, the agth August 1998. | * ee de 9 


From—P. J. Mowausw, Esqui.C.S., Secretary to the Chigf Commissionetiof Assam, 


y ) To~The Secretary to the Government of India, Finance and Commerce Department. *, 


In continuation of my letter No. 309-Finance—1456-F, dated the 18th July 1902, lam 
directed to submit the following report, called for in your telegram, dated the 28th October 
1902, with reference to the complaints made in a memordndum by Mr. ingham, 
Chairman of the Assam Branch, Indian Tea Association, against the excise adniinigtration 
in Assam £0 far as it is gicegned a country spirit. 1am to submit for convenience of 
reference copies of Mr. Buckingham's memorandum atove mentioned, of a Ciredlar No, 






missioners of Tea Districts in Assam, directing an enquity into the quéstions raised in. the 
“Letter No, 2451-XXIll-4G. dated the 11th’ Memorandum; of the replies* noted in the, inate 
a born 4902, hom the Deputy Commissioner gin received from the officers who were co! 

1 Goal 


ee Poa R, sulted on the subject, and of a second memo- 





dated the soth January 1903, 











from the Deputy Commissioner of Nowgong- randum from Mr. Butkingham, @ated the 27th 
Letter No.gio6-R., dated the 13:h January 1903, March 1903, containing recomme! i me 

feos rebel spelen Fae og, tain points. 1 am to invite specialattention 

from the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar. * the replies* to Mr. Fuller's circular received 


No. 1@447°R., dated the 16th Febroary from Mr. Melitus, Commissioner of the Assam 

puty Commissioner of Darang, Valley Districts, and Mr. Arbuthnott, Deputy 

athe oth March 19¢% eM Commissioner of Sylhet, who are officers of 

‘d the oth March 1903, fom Standing, with great experience of Assam. As 

be of Sibsogar, and en- already ited in Ms. Honafist's letter No. 

Pouree’s 237-F. & C—4496-K., dated the 3rd November 

r ) F., dated the 17th» M: . sak) ‘4 * 

fever Bape one Ushnee ved ect 1902, the delay in submitting this report has te- 
‘closures, ‘ 2 sulted in part from the postponement of the, 

Letter NosBs, dated the aoth April 1903, from fixed for the reports of district officers, af the 

1. Re dated request of the Assam Branch of the Indian Tea, 

from the Commissioner of the Association. Mr. Buckingham's second memo- 

—s randum was not actually forwarded to this office, 

¢, “By the Sécretaryy Assam Branch, Indian Tea Association, till the (1th June 1903, and the 
















the Depuity Con. 








SUPPLEMENT TO "THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, JULY 23) 1904) 1239 
> € t 





R, dated the 22nd August. go2, issued by the Chief Commissioner to the Deputy Com- 


pee Chie&Commissioner, Mr. Bolton, considered it desirable that the disposal of the * 


ease should await the return of Mr, Fuller from leave. 


2, The charges against the excise administration of this psovince, which the Chief 
Commissioner has been called upon to meet mainly relate to its alleged effects in encourag- 
ing drunkenness among the labourers employed on tea gardens. These labourers, or 
coolies as they are called, are recrujted from other provinces of India, and at the outset 
of the enquiry it ig important to determine whether, as has been Suggested by Mr. 
“Buckingham and others, tea-gardem coolies acquire the habit of drinking intoxicating 
liquor after coming to Assam, It willbe observed that the reports now received com- 
gieely pear out the statement made in paragraph 3 of this office circular of the 22nd 
ugust 1902, above referred to, that the imported coolie population is mainly recruited. 
from classes who are already in the habit of drinking distilled or fermented liquor, and 
that, if deprived of excis¢ liquor, they will distill illicitly, or will brew rice beer, This 1s of 
course no new conclusion, It has been repeatedly insisted upon, and [ am to refer to the 
very emioatic statements made on this point in this Administration's letter No. 2096, dated 
the grd November 1886, addressed to the Governtient of India in reply to one of the carlier 
criticisms on the excise administration of Assam, and in particular to the opinion therein 
expressed that “so long as coolies cannot get liquor from licensed shops so long is it cer- 
tain that a obtain it illicitly.” 


In.this Connection the remarkg.comtained in paragraph g of Mr, Melitus’ report* for 

warded herewith are specially deserving of attention,» ad 

© §. Inlhis frst memofandum ‘Mr. Buckingham has quoted from the Government of 

Thdla's despatch to the Sectetary of Staté, No. 166, dated the 25th June 1887, the remark 

» that “judged by a European standard, the people of India are a remarkably abstemious 
people, #but he has omitted to mention that, in the same despatch, the mistake of sup- 

a posi t abstemious habits had ever been universal among the people of India was 
"e Renpnarate and it was shown that, from atime antecedent to British rule, large classes 
population had always indulged in intoxicating liquor. The drinking habit te 





always been mest prevalent among the aboriginal races of the Central Provinces and the 
al icts ok Chota Nebpur in Bengal, and itis these races which furnish at preSeift 

g' ‘oportion of rap Seka coolies. ;The large consumption of country spirit in Chota 

Nag referred ton Chapter Vil of the Report of the Bengal Excise Commission of 

"1884, and, as regards the Central Provinces, evidence is furnished in @ feport appended to 

‘the Government of India’s despatch above mentioned, which Mr. Fuller can confirm from 
his own experience. my Le eR 

{act Which is most intnhately connected withthe consumption of liquor fn Assam is 

ye the Central Provinces and Chota Nagper ave attained during recent 

ing ground for teatgardell_ cooliest Experieiec bas shown that coolies 


-_ are, 2 


n 











© Not printed.) 
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ee i ial. Es a 3 
— ——— nny een el 
ph oth th fferiJess from the effects salen diene eemern ee 
/ drawn froma these localities suffer Jess from the effects o| Pp sean hy 
“ ate amenable tg discipline than Hindustanis from Bahar and “the easter districts. of 
the United Provintes; and the development of recruitment in ‘the Hill districts” has been 
One of the most prominentyfeatures in the course of labour immigration into Assam, " Dur 
ing the ten years 1876—1885, the number of adult coolies annually imported from the Central, 
Provinces and Chota Nagpur was on the average 10,836. During the following decade 
(1886 to 1895) the annual average rose to 18,544. During the next five years (1895 to 
1909) it fost to 32,002. ‘Thedntroduction into the province of so large a number of habitual 
deewvets must of course have greatly affectedthe consumption of liquor. | ‘The lower cis 
of Hindustani coolies are habituated to drink, but amongst Hindustanis, ‘taken as a whole; 
drinking is not nearly so prevalent as amongst the aboriginal population of Central India; 
and it may be remarked here that in the Chargola Valley of Sylhet, whicti is_ almost tHE"), 
only locality in the province which still very largely depends upon them, the liquor ques* 
_ tion isdn no way prominent. ¥ 4. a 
. 4. Lam to refer here to the light which this change in the character of coolt immighas © 
tion throws upon.the increase in the excise revenue of Assam, which constitutes one of the 
nain arguments of those who are now griticising the excise administration of the proyinee. 
‘The following figures contrast for four quinquennial periods the average annualamporfation 
of adult coolies from the Central Provinces and Chota Nagpur with the average amnual 
jacrease in the revenue from country spirits in the tea districts: 


‘Average annwal importation Average annual inprease 
Qoinguennial period. conti from the Genta In ici revenue ions 






































Hrornes an Chota Ngpae, "So a 
Rs: 
SOBIIBM: cos, fk Qe 10,704 an 
w886—1890 2 ee tt 16,067 22,10 : 
Wgim18pg Bek et 20,121 30,146 7 
cet gf |e ORCS ORES 32,002 38779 
» ¥ oThe correspondence between the increase in recruitment from the Central ‘Provinces 


and Chota Nagpur and the development of the excise revenue is very striking, and it is to 
‘be further observed that the proportion of revenue to» population as exhibited by these  » 
figures is very nearly that which obtains between the total annual revenue from country 
spirits in the tea districts and the total adult coolie population of those districts, the avere 
e per head being Rs. 1-11. The conclusion appears obvious that the incréase in tHe excise +» 
énuc which has been taken to show that the population of Assam is “being demoralised 
can certainly, in great measure, be attributed to the importation by the planting commifnity 
of habitual drinkers. It may seem extraordinary that so obvious an explanation should. 
have escaped the notice of those who have been interesting themselves in excise reform, 
ButMr, Fuller has found that a regrettable ignorance prevails amongst the planting 
community in respect tothe natural history, so to speak, of the coolies that constitute 
their labour force—an ignorance which he believes to have cost them dearly in the man- 


agement of their gardens as well as to have led to misapprehension in the present cons“ * 
nection, 


“6 


5, It is, nodoubt, probably true that coolies generally drink more distilled spirit after 
coming to Assam than they did before they left theit homes, “and the reason is not far to 
seek, While rice-beer can be prepared by the aboriginal labourer or peasant without 
difficulty in his own home, the only apparatus required being an earthen pot, and the 

+. only materials rice,—his staple food,—and some herbs, distilled spirit if not illicitly ypre+ 
pared, must be purchased with cash, and, whatever may lave. been the condition of life 
of the eoolie before he was recruited, there can be no doubt that more cash passes through 
his hands after he has taken service ona tea garden than before. If he was.an ee 
tural labourer in his native district, he probably received a large portion of his E> in 
kind, or if a peasant farmer, he subsisted partly on the produce of his fields, It is ita 
that in Assam, where his income consists of wages paid to him regulatly in cash, ‘he 
should bétempted to spend a considerable portion cae drink, and it”is probable 
‘that, as his carnings increase, his consumption of liquor increases also, Jt would probly 
be found on enquiry throughout India that coolies employed in factories, mills, "and fifnes * 
consume more spirits than they did before they left their native villages to take u aie % 
sciployient. she it eee terdly bs urged flat the conditions under which stalled lees 

‘ec employed, upon tea gardens are such as to enc Tae 
of self-respect as would act aeachectsaion Neti: beatae ng feclinge 


6. fu the repogt* from Mr. Davis, Commissioner of Exci iat 
NET ep penregeee cremate rtilme , 
snip Dutie Chief Commissiner has no doubt thatthe tae explanation ofthis is a stated ; 
ragraph 10 of Mr, Melitus’ report,* that the new cooli wage: 
Melitus has aptly pointed out that the suggestion that Mawes iis mit 
mortality on tea estates is inconsistent with the fact that new ¢oolies drink i aa he iy 
_ Since it is notorious that the mortality is much higher among new arrivals than aa 
4 Seoplies who have been some time on thé gardens.” The information which tae ny 
sees aga doce net eee or the opinion that’ drinking’ as at present ote is 
4 y rious to coolies, re is even a prevalent i 
Wives aol pogiien benett inddacing Inuilty ‘olever’ Monmre tine a : 
<_,pbserred that the notion of depriving cools of liquor i generally oi a a 
panes ‘ 
. 
















jexperience, ; n 
. af: Not printed. 
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~ 4. It is impossible to find any si in fact for the suggestion that this’ Administra- 
ee eels . 


been guilty of encouraging drunkenness for si 


¢ of revenue, The income 


which is derived from the sale of country spirit is no very large sum—between 6 and 7 


lakhs of rupees a 


—andthree quarters of this income goes to the share of the Imperial 


Government. While the Chief Commissioner does not endorse without further examina- 


tion all the figures 


Which are given in parographs 3 to 5 of Mr. Melitus’ report, ®.the consid- 


sagtions therein set forth are sufficient to show that the financial valuc of the excise’ on 
Gol 


intry spirits. is 


quite insufficient to tempt the Administration to develop the excise 


revenue at the expense of the tea planting industry. It is indeed not understood what 
action on the part of the Administration can be indicated as having afforded encour- 


"agement to drin 


It has actually been lessening the number of shops at which liquor 


smay be sold, In 1889-90 there were 241 shops open. ‘There are now only 210, notwith- 
» standing a very large increase in the drinking population. During the last tea years the » 


total population o} 
by 519 per cent. : 


f immigrants (ie persons born in other parts of India) has increased 
moreover, the immigrants do not of course represent the whole of the 


drinking population, and we have to include the large number of people; descended from 
immigrants’of the drinking classes, who are not shown separately in the census tables, 
From the figures furnished in paragragh 7 of Mr. Melitus’ report* it,,vill be seen that in the 


Assam Valley divis 


jon, to which Mr. Buckingham's explanation chiefly refers, whereas in 


1881 there was one liquor shop for every 1,650 persons of the drinking classes, in 1901 
the proportion was only one shop to every 5,520 persons. 


The total area 
licensed for every 
few in number in p 


of the tea districts being 31,789 square miles, there is one liquor shop 
151 square miles, It is thus apparent that these shops are really very 
roportion to the area and population which they serye. In 1902 there 


‘was one liquor shop for every four tea gardens in the province, which is perhaps a sufli- 
cient reply to the assertion sometimes made that wherever a tea garden is started, a liquor 
shop is opened close to it, So far from affording the people the temptation of low prices 


and easy purchase, 
very greatly above 
a single purchaser, 
stively inconvenien 


endeavour has been made to enforce rules which fix the price of liquor 
its market value, which limit the amount of liquor that may be sold to 
and which contemplate the location of shops at places that are posi- 
t for the purchasing community. There remains the charge that by 


easing the liquor shops to the highest auction bidder, the Administration has put, pressure 
upgh the liquor dealers to increase their sales in order to provide the demands of Govern- 


desire of profit, ji 


ment. But the liquor trade is known to be profitable, and Mr. Fuller thinks that the 


irrespective of payment of Government dues, is quite sufficient of itself 


to induce the liquor dealers to push their sales 


“In 1890 an exhaustive enyuity into the working of the excise system was made by 
Mr, Driberg, an officer placed on special duty for the purpose, whose report submitted 


tothe Government 


of India with this office letter No. 2870-R., dated the 28th August 


1890, showed that the licensed vendors in several districts were making excessive profits. 


It was demonstrate: 
were very large as 
annas (the present 
while the cost of 


d by a large number of instances, that the gross profits. of the business 
compared with the cost of manufacture, a bottle of liquor sold for six 
minimum legal price) costing in some cases less than one anna to make, 

manufacture of liquor sold at four annas a bottle varied from half an 


anfia tone anna per bottle. There can be no doubt that the expansion of revenue since 
1890 is due in some measure to the effects of competition under the auction system in 


transferring some o 


{ these profits from the liquor vendors to the Government. 


8. Asregards the price at which liquor is retailed, 1 am to say that all the information 


available goes to 
from whic! 


show that in Assam it is not cheaper, but dearer, than in the districts 


tea-garden coolies come, In Chota Nagpur, which is’the most important 


recruiting field, country spirit is excised under the outstill system, as in Assam, except in 
+ owe small tract, In Bengal there are no restrictions in regard to the selling price of coua- 
"try spirityand the Chief Commissioner has no recent information as to the price at which 


it ig actually sold retail in that province. In Appendix No. 


Excise Commission 





to the Report of the Bengal 
of 1883-84, the retail price of the weaker country spirit is shown as 


low as two pice per reputed quart bottle, equivalent to three annas per gallon, in some 

| Of the districts of Chota Nagpur and Behar. It appears that an usual price in these dis 
» tricts was one anna a bottle or six annas a gallon. In Appendix XV of Mr. Buckland’s 
port on tne country liquor excise systems of Madras and Bombay, published in 1888, 

the average retail selling price of outstill liquor is given as nine pice per bottle in certain 


districts of Chota 


Nagpur, whild the rates most frequently quoted for Chota Nagpur and 


ehar range tlh ‘rom oné anna to three annas per quart bottle. In the Central 


rovinées the outstill 


system is+in force over a considerable area and the Report on the 


excise administration of those Naot for 1901-02 shows that in that year the price 


_equivalent,to Rs. 1 


of lauor sold from the sai 


distillery at Jabalpur was reduced to three annas @ bottle, 
-5 a gallon, in order fo check the smuggling of outstill liquor into the 


¥ stile area. It may be presumed that liquor is sold at a lower price, on the average, 
Srornpeith ia the Conteal Hate Yop 


« 
+ 





ei 
* ; 


vinees. In Assam the migimum retail price country, 
is six annasper ordinary quart bottle, or Rs, 2-4 per gallon. It is 
‘not, and cannot Dey aticty enforced uhder the outstill system, but 
than the minimum legal price is of very weak des Thi: 
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i the analyses of samples of such liquor quoted in the ndices to Mr, 
Bectingh sare fst ijeuistettuns ile {now Sir Chatles) Tyall's note of the 3rd 
‘August 1889, copy of which was submitted to the Government of India with this office 
letter No, 2984, dated the 31st August 1889, the prices of country Hquor in’ ahd x 
in Bombay and Madras were compared, ‘with the result that the article'was shown to 
dearer in Assam in proportion to its strength than in those provinces where excise ine 
istration is' considered to «he most successful. Mr. Lyall’s conclusions were fully cou- 
firmed by Mr. Driberg’s report, copy of which was submitted to the Government of fan 












‘ith this office letter No. 2870-R., dated the 28th August 1890. From the latest reports 
on abkari administration in Madras and Bombay the retail price of country spirit in 
provinces does not appear to have varied ‘much since Mr. Lyall's note was written,’ Of 
the materials used in the production Of country spirit in Assam, vis. gur and mohwa, 
the greater part of the gur and the whole of the mohzwa is imported from other provinces. 
Labour is notoriously expensive in Assam, and it is natural that’ the avetage price of cout 
try spirit, as of almost all other commodities, should be higher here than in the recruiting 
districts.’ Apart from the minimum price rule which the Government has aimed at enforc- 
ing, it cannot, therefore, be reasona¥ly contended that the cheapness of country spirit 
in’ Assam tempts coolies who do not drink spirit in their native districts to indulge in it 
after they come up to the tea gardens. 


. Ithas been suggested that the supply of spirits to tea-garden coolies is not 
agate necessary, cer that, if it were cut Pe, they would be content to substitute for it 
ice-beer, which is regarded by some as less injurious. This view is not supported by 
experience. The races from which tea-garden coolies are drawn are habitual consumers 
of distilled liquor, as well as of beer, and it is quite certain that if they are deprived 
of the opportunity of obtaining spirit from licensed shops, they will find means to pro- 
cure it by illicit distillation. It may, however, be admitted that the placing of further 
restrictions on the supply of country spirit would probably be followed by a greatly 
increased consumption of rice-beer, which is subject to no taxation, and is always pro- 
curable in abundance without any difficulty. As was forcibly shown in the note by a 
former Chief Commissioner, the late Sir James Westland, submitted to the Government 
of India with this office letter No. 2984, dated the 31st August 1889, the very extensive 
manutacture and consumption of rice-beer is a circumstance which materially affects the 
excise administration in this province. To quote from Sir James Westland's note— 





‘The preparation of rice-beer presents no more difficulty than the infusion of a pot of tea, and hag 
this additional facility, that, whereas tea, under the circumstances in which we most know it, is an imported 
product which has to be purchased, rice is the staple food of this country.......The mode of preparation 
4s to steep rice in water for two or three days, then boil it with certain herbs, which act as yeast, and the 
result is beer. It is rarely sold, each person manufacturing his own supply, and borrowing from his 
neighbour if he falls short, 

The consumption of this home-made rice-beer is very general on tea gardens, as 
well as among the general population, and it has been found practically impossible to 
subject it to any taxation. It may easily be imagined that its use on tea gardens would 
be enormously increased, if it were made more difficult for coolies to procure country 
spirit, but there is no reason whatever, in Mr. Fuller’s opinion, for considering such a 
result desirable in the interests of temperance, or of the health and welfare of the 
coolie population. Although, according to some opinions, rice-beer, if well brewed, is 
less injurious than bad excise liquor, asa matter of fact its use is sometimes attended 
with serious scandals. ‘The beer is often very strong, and, as mentioned in paragraph 8 
of Mr. Melitus’ report,* it is sometimes strengthened by means of extraneous intoxicants 
put into it, Moreover, a spirit called phatika ‘is often distilled from the beer, the process 
of distillation being simple, and detection or prevention very difficult, In his Paragraph 
12% Mr, Melitus reproduces from Sir James Westland’s note some remarks by the 
Superintendent of the Singlo Tea Com; any, with regard to the evil effects of ricé-beer 
on the health of coolies, which are ahah applicable now. In a report submitted by MY. 
Arbuthnott, when Deputy Commissioner of Sibsagar in 1889, the opinion of am experi: 
enced planter is quoted to the effect that “it is useless to place restrictions upon te 
getting distilled liquor from shops, while permitting them to make rice-beer in their 
ouses, with the roots of dhatwra added to enhance its intoxie: 
sare the /esiatant Commissioner of Golaghat reported that 
country spirit shop was not an altogether unmitigated evil, because it stopped the makin, 
oftice-beer in the lines, and that, after all, a country spirit shop was ct er some sort it 


supervision, whereas the making of tice-beer was not, --Finall 7 
on, whe: a cent .. Finally, the Hon'ble Mr. Bolton, 
who lately officiated as Chief Commissioner of Assam, has lett on record the following 








a 





# ‘The garden ceolie is. undoubted! ° 
ly. 88 avery general rule, 
foun, although he may be more lngely addicted to Ticebeer, ‘We must thercre shank 
t and it is perhaps more to. his advantage t instead of ri 
entails the wasie of much food, ‘The Deputy Commissioner of Singohum in Chota” ies is bro 





‘to notice the ckiess waste of rice by the rice-beer drinkers of his di 
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to. It has always been recognised that the outstill system under which country 
spirit is excised in Assam is not the best designed to discourage drinking, but the special 
reasons which justify its maintenance'in this Fore havé been repeatedly laid before 
“the Governsnent of India and the Secretary of State, It may suflice for the Chief Commis~ 
. "sioner to refer to this office letter No, 3335, dated the 13th November 1888, and para- 
phs 4 and 5 of the letter from the Commissioner, Assam Valley Districts, No. 5012, 
ted the 19th October 1888, forward therewith, to this office letter No. 2984, dated: the 
tst August 1889, enclosing'the note by the late Sir James Westland above referred to, to 
aph 7o of the Government of India's despatch to the Secretary of State; Now 29, 
lated the 4th February 1800, paragraph 4 of this office letter No. 2870-R., dated the 28th 
st 1890, and paragraph'24 of Mr. Driberg’s report submitted to the Government of 
India therewith, and to paragraph 20 of the Government of India’s despatch to the Secre+ 
tary of State, No. 318, dated the 1st October 18go. So far as the Chief Commissioner is 
aware, the outstill system of Assam does not differ from that which is generally in force 
in the tracts from which the bulk of tea-garden coolies are dsawn. The pence argu- 
ment in its favour is that the sparseness of population and great extent of jungle in the 
province; and the general prevalence of brewing. and distilling, among different indigenous 
racéS foynd in ‘close proximity tothe tea gardens, as wellias among the adjacent’ hill 
tribes, who are either independent, or have only lately been brought under British admin 
istration and cannot, on political grounds, be restricted in these practices, offer such 
facilities for illicit distillation and for smuggling, that the only excise system possible 
is one which, by providing consumers with a moderately-priced and easily-accessible 
supply of spirit, lessens the temptation to resort to illegal’ “methods of procuring it. To 
thig it may be added that the licensees of outstills ate ‘the best agency for the prevention 
of illicit’ distillation and smuggling, which they have a direct interest in suppressing} 
while'the ‘difficulties of transport owing to defective communications render a central 
distillery system unsuitable for most parts of the province. The attenipts ‘which have 
been made to substittite other systems of excise for the outstill system in Assam have been 
uniformly unsuccessful. The céntral distillery system which was in force in Sylhet when 
that district was added to the province proved a complete failure, and wa$ abolishéd in 
1876; and an experiment which was made in the establishment of a central distillery for 
® the manufacture of rum by the European method at Dibrugarh met with no better success. 
The experiment tried in the Sibsagar district in 1887 of closing all licensed country spirit 
shops and substituting licenses to sell imported rum resulted, as mentioned in para- 
graph 15 of Mr. Melitus’ report,* in wholesale demoralization of the labour force on tea 
gardens by excessive’ drinking of rice-beer, and also in widespread illicit distillation, 











11. Experience in other provinces has, the Chief Commissioner believes, shown 
that the outstill systen is the most suitable excise arrangement in localities in which 
illicit manufacture of intoxicating drink is very difficult to discover and check. This de- 
scription applies most accurately to Assam, and more especially to the tea districts. Either 
within the Tehndariee of the tea estates or adjacent to them are almost always to be found 
extensive areas of dense jungle, where illicit distillation can be carried on with the 
minimum risk of detection, while frequent visits by the police or by a detective staff to 
the tea gardens would be keenly resented by the tea planters, and would lead to endless 
trouble and friction. This is, in Mr. Fuller's opinion, a consideration of great weight. 
The substitution of a sadar distillery system has been suggested by some planters in 
Nowgong, Jorhat, and Golaghat, but the Chief Commissioner has no reason to believe that 
they have any practical acquaintance with the working of such asystem, and he believes 
that, generally, no radical change of the sort is desired. He would be quite willing 
sto give the sadar distillery system a trial in one subdivision, were it not for the great diffi- 
culty of preventing liquor from adjacent outstill areas from competing with the produce 
of the central distillery. It must be remembered that we are not only concerned with the 
tea-garden population. As pointed out in paragraph 6 of Mr. Melitus’ report®, there is 
also a large drinking Population which has settled outside tea gardens, and whose interests 
have to be consulted. ‘The reports received show that the outstill system is accepted 
‘without complaint in the Surma Valley. 


12. Passing to questions of detail, I am to observe that Mr. Buckingham summarily 

fe oi the proposal, which has been made more than once by this Adminigtration, of 

ering to planters the licenses of liquor shops with a view to giving them control over 

+ their management. This attityde is in singilar contrast to that taken up by the Associa- 

tion which Mr. Buckingham represents so recently as 1898, when their Secretary forwarded 

to the Chief Commissioner copy of a Resolution unanimously agreed upon by the General 

Conimittee, suggesting that in all cases of a grog’shop being licensed within two miles of 

rden or tea estate, it should first be offered to the proprietor or his manager at a reason- 

able upset price, so that the garden most affected would be able to exercise the necessary 

ie. ee RT cn SLY 
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contro over the shop. Copy of this Resolution was forwarded by the Chief ‘Gabe 


missioner, Sir Henry Cotton, to the Commissioner of Excise, with the remark that, 
although the system of settling liquor shops in the neighbourhood of tea jens 
With planters was tried in the years 1880—1883 without success, the Chief Commis- 
sioner was prepared, in view of the representation of the Tea Association, to repeat 
the experiment, if the Excise Commissioner could suggest any feasible means for 
carrying it out, "The attempts which were made to give t i 
unavailing, as planters in the Assam Valley were unwilling to take licenses of liquor shops. 
So far as Mr. Fuller has been able to ascertain, the planters are greatly influenced against 
the lease of shops by the trouble which management would occasion them. Information 
has been received showing that, in certain, cases, where shops have been settled with: 
planters, the management has been farmed out to a native liquor dealer and the object of 

arrangement has thereby been defeated. Another consideration of great weight is 
ta planter who farmed a shop would be obliged to allow outsiders and coolies from 
other gardens to frequent it, and that this would be contrary to the general policy of 
isolating the coolies of each estate as far as*possible, so as to minimise the chances of their 
being tempted to leave the estates. This consideration would not apply in the case of 
estates belonging to a single owner, of sufficient size to maintain a shop for themselves ; 
‘and accordingly it is in these cases that the management of liquor shops by planters has 
been most successful, Mr. Fuller is by no meansinclined to press plantersto take licenses, 
and he sees many objections to granting them an absolute monopoly of supply, The 
necessity of providing for the requirements of the drinking population outside the tea 
gardens must always be borne in mind, 





‘The canteen system proposed by Mr. Buckingham in his second memorandum of the 
a7th March 1903 would apparently be for the supply of rum imported either from Europe, or 
from other provinces where it is manufactured after the European method, This system 
deserves every encouragement, and planters should, Mr. Fuller thinks, be given permits 
‘at low fees for the sale of such rum to their coolies, but he apprehends that the price of 
rum would be an obstacle to its general consumption by coolies. Mr. Davis’ alternative 
suggestion that country spirit should be supplied to planters from central distilleries worked 
by the native method seems impracticable, for the reason that the spirit will not keep for 
any length of time. : 


13, It has been alleged that, in selecting the sites of liquor shops, the wishes and 
convenience of the planting community are not always consulted, and that outstills are 
erected too close to tea gardens, markets and bazars. The following are the rules at 
present in force on this subject :-— 


No liquor shop should ordinarily be in a bazar, or at the entrance toa bazar, n 

ghat or place of public resort, school, hospital, place of worship, factory, the interior Oa vilags, ea 

Of a road leading to a bathing ghaty or a place of water-supply. A Tiquor shop should not be” ina s 
Sible to persons requiring liquor, but it should not be in such a situation as to obtrude itself on the attention, 
othe plc cro Fender parson passing by sabes, to anmoyance fom persons crinking. No ruts 
shouldbe saetoned ules thre i ord fe Ie demand ei, agcertained by engury and proved by 
the desire of an individual to open it, socal i ites ‘ 

the ds ofa p opinion as to the sites of liquor shops should be consulted 








‘The difficulties met with in applying this rule are ve ia 
provinces liquor shops are, the Chist Comuilationer elleves, dcasted tenga eee 
Fillage or bacat limits, and it is not easy to arrange for the location of shops at a distance 
from habitations. In many localities,—for instance, at Damduma, tentioned. inthe 
report ¥ of the Deputy Commissioner of Lakhimpur,—the bazar has proved to be a suitable 
fite, and there is no desire for a change of location," Supervision by thie‘police. ie denecens 
easier in a bazar than outside of it, ‘There is, moreover, a general’ tendency for Keeney 
grow up around the sites of liquor shops. Regarding the location of shops Yt appenrrirc 
the reports that there is the greater diversity of opinion among planters thematic oon 
prefer to have the shops near their gardens, others far off, and | am to refer especalhen, 
the report of Captain Halliday, Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, which shows. eer na 
et the most experienced and competent managers of tea gardens in that distri ire 
ave the shops actually on their gardens. Under the eircimstances, the Chict herent: 
sioner agrees with the opinion expressed by Mr. Melitus, that hard-andcfast wales ons 
int are unsuitable, and he considers that each case must be deall with acces on eae 
avapratregereagly pes prriees inthe present rules for consulting local onanira 
regards’ the, wv shops is a most salutary one, and,it will be carefully obsered ty 

4. The Chief Commissioner concurs with in : 
officers consulted that the performances or sane 5 eta expressed By ation 
occasions of certain festivals, which are described as mere dranken orgie natn, ee 
a stop to, and a clause to this effect will be inserted in the licenses Me eee Pe but 
of opinion thag great caution should be exercised in permitting licensees to, coi had q22 








than at their shops, to sell elsewhere’ 
i iM rrprmrcm eT 
‘ . . 
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15, The maximum quantity of liquor which a licensee is at present allowed to sell to 
a single person at one time is sig quart bottles. This limit which is the same as that in 
force in Bengal and in the United Provinces, was originally fixed in 1880. In 1883, on the 
extension to Assam of Act 1(B.C.) of that year, amending the excise law, the limit was recon- 
sidered, but it was maintained at six quart bottles, in accordance with the almost 
unanimous recommendation of the district officers. A proposal to reduce the limit to three 

uart bottles was put forward by Mr. Davis, Commissioner of Excise, in hig annual_report 
Yer the year 1897-¢8, but the same officer reported later, after consulting all the Deputy 

, “Commissioners, that he did not consider the proposed reduction feasible. 





‘The Chief Commissioner recognises that to allow aman of the coolie class to purchase 
so large a quantity as six quart bottles of liquor with a view to his keeping it in hand, or 
distributing it to others, is to subject him to atstrong temptation. He is very likely to sit 
down by the roadside, and drink off as much as he can. In his first memorandum 
Mr. Buckingham recommended that the limit should be reduced to one quart bottle, and the, 
Chief Commissioner believes that the adoption of such a limit would do more than anything 
else to put an end to the weekly bouts of drunkenness which certainly afford good ground 
for complaint. But it is noteworthy that, while the agitation against the outstill system 
professes to be inspired by a desire to promote temperance, planters themselves are 
strenuously opposed to such a reduction of the limit of retail sale, on the ground that more 
coolies would have to absent themselves from the gardens in order to make their purchases 
of liquor. Mr, Buckingham, in his second memorandum, recommends a limit of three 
quart bottles, but in only one district (Lakhimpur) is the idea of a reduction even to this 
extent accepted by the planting community. In the face of the attitude taken up by) 
planters generally on this question Mr. Fuller would not be prepared to reduce at once the 
maximum quantity fixed for retail sale. But, as at present advised, he considers that it 
should be diminished, and he proposes to have further enquiry made on the subject. 


16, The endeavour has been made to enforce a rule that no one shall obtain a quart 
bottle of liqtiafyof whatever strength or quality, for less than 6 annas, As has been shown 
in patagraph 7 @bove, this price is very greatly in excess of that at which liquor can be 
sold at a profit, and it is obvious that to maintain the selling price of a commodity greatly 
above its normal figure is almost beyond the power of Government. It is, moreover, to be 
noticed that to compel liquor dealers to sell at a fictitiously high price deprives the outstill 
system in great measure of its value as a preventive of illicit distillation. It is clear that 
the rule has been very generally evaded, and, possibly on account of th: considerations 

* referred to above, the Courts have been imposing very light penalties for its breach. 
Mr. Fuller is very doubtful of the possibility of enforcing a minimum price rule without 
‘a much closer interference than could on other grounds be wisely exercised through the 
police, or any other body of subordinates. It would, no doubt, be of effect if, as Mr. Davis 
suggests, the police were permitted to carn rewards on information of breaches of the 
rule, but the offer of this privilege would very possibly be found to demoralise the police 
and the liquor dealers, and the Chief Commissioner is not prepared to agree to it 
without further enquiry. He does not, however, propose to depart from the minimum 
price rule, and it will indeed be his object to enforce it in future as far as possible, 


17. Conditions of the outstill license at present are that the licensee shall not open his 
shop or effect. sales therein or from it before sunrise, or keep it open, or effect sales therein 
or from it after 9 P. M. from the 16th March to the 15th October, or after 8 P. M. from the 
16th October to the s5th March, that no liquor shall be drunk on the premises after 7 P. M. 
in the hot season, ot after 6 P. M, in the cold, and that the Jicense shall make no sales 
except when his shop is open. Iam to say that the Chief Commissioner is prepared to 
close shops frequented by tea-garden coolies at 4 P.M. in the cold weather and at 6 P. M. 
in the hot weather months, as recommended by Mr. Melitus, 


18. Complaints have been made regarding the quality of the liquor supplied from the 
*outstills, and the Chief Commissioner considers that this is perhaps the most important point 
of all under consideration. I am in the first place to invite attention to the fact 
Atablished by the investigations of the Bengal Excise Commission of 1884, that there 
is not, gencrally speaking, any material difference of quality between the liquor produced 
at outstills and that of sadar distilleries, The common defects of both are in great 
measure inseparable from all manufacture of distilled spirit by the native Indian 
process, and apparently require for their removal a complete change in the method 
of manufacture and in the character of the product. This could not be effected 
without a general change in the taste of the consumers, for it has been, proved by 
experience that if a liquor suited to the public taste is not supplied at licensed shops, 
+ licit distillation will certainly ensue. At the same time, there is reason to believe 
that the liquor made at some of the outstills is badly distilled from wash which has not been 
Beopedy fermented, and it is most desirable that measures should be taken to imptove 
jistillation, and bring all liquor issued up to the standard which is attainable by expert 
distillers with the processes actually employed, At present shops are auctioned yearly, 
and unless a dealer can reckon with some confidence on being able to extlude ruinous 
j comentition at the next year’s auction, he will not spend money upon a proper distilling 
. 
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lant, In consequence, the stills and other appliances in use, are of the roughest possible 
Spadiption, Wah a view to effecting some Tapers ent, the Chief Commissioner has 
under consideration a proposal to grant licenses for a ferm of three years, and the services 
of the excise inspectors whose appointment has been recently sanctioned, will be utilised 
in enforcing better methods of distillation as far as may be practicable, There appears to 
be at present a good deal of uncertainty as to the processes actually used in Assam, and it 


will now be possible to investigate the subject thoroughly. The liquors, supplied from, 
different shops has been found to differ very greatly in quality. . 


° 
19, Prominence has been given to-statements tending to show that the spirit sold from. - 

outstills in Assam is genernlly injurious to health, For several years past samples have 
been annually sent for analysis by the Chemical Examiner to Goverament and the results 
do not bear out the idea that the liquor is deliberately adulterated with drugs, It has been,, 
however, alleged to contain an injuriously high proportion of fusel oil, and special reference 
has been made to a report by Dr. Warden, formerly Chemical Examiner to. the Governs 
ment of Bengal, to the effect that the worst sample of Indian liquor cxamined by him 
contained nearly seven times as much fusel oil per fluid ounce as a sample of unrectified 
Scotch Whiskey. This report was drawh up by Dr. Warden in 1884, and the reproduc- 
tion of an extract from it, together with several reports of analyses of country spirit pro- 
duced at Assam outstills by Messrs. D. Waldie & Co, led the Chief Commissioner to 
institute a special enquiry with the view of ascertaining, if possible, what was the actual 

roportion of fusel oil in the spirit, The Chemical Examiner to the Government of 
Bengal, who was addressed on the subject, replied that fusel oil was a substance-of very 
varying and complex composition, and that a quantitative determination of the amount of 
the substance could not be very accurately made by any known process. He also stated 
that it was not known in what proportions fusel oil in country spirit might be present so. 
as to be injurious to health, The Governments of the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, 
Bengal, and Madras were also consulted. By the two former Governments the Chief 
Commissioner was favoured with copies of reports by the Commissioner of Excise, and the 
Chemical Examiner and Bacteriologist, United Provinces, and the Commissipner of Excise, 
Bengal, which were generally to the same effect as that of the Chemicab Examiner to the 
Government of Bengal, It appears that a method of estimating approximately the quantity 
of amyl alcohol in country spirit is in use in Madras, but the spirit made at distilleries there 
is of different description, and manufactured by a different process from that of outstills. 


20. In order to obtain further information, Mr. Fuller placed himself in communication. 
with Messrs. Carew & Co, of the Rosa Factory, Shahjehanpur, and with their kind per 
mission, arrangements have been made for having samples of outstill liquor analysed by 
Mr. Weinberg, the chemist employed by them. From his reports it appears that the 
quantity of fusel oil ina sample can only be roughly tested, and it is as yet uncertain 
whether the higher alcohols resulting from the distillation of the materials used in the 
manufacture of country spirit affect the agent employed in analysis in the same manner ag 
the amyl alcohol found in potato spirit. Mr. Weinberg is also of opinion that the propor- 
tion of fusel oil in country spirit which should be regarded es deleterious can only be 
arrived at by a long series of experiments, Dr. Warden’s report which has been referred 
to, was based on analysis of a few samples of country spirit in Bengal, and comparison with 
the results of analysis of Scotch Whiskey and other liquors by Dr, Dupré in 1896. It 
appears that Dr. Warden had no previous experience in analysing country spirit, and 

at his investigations were incomplete, and were not regarded by the Excise Commission 
as having given decisive results, It will be observed that the analyses by Messrs. D. Waldie 
& Co, quoted by Mr. Buckingham, are not quantitative, and that the information which 
they give is of the most general and indefinite character. Within the last few days Mr. 
Fuller's attention has been attracted by a statement made by Mr, Mann=-the Chemist 
employed by the Tea Association—to the effect that a method of quantitatively detectin 
fusel oil is well known, and that in one European country the proportion of fusel oil whic! 
saleable liquor may contain has been definitely limited, It is proposed to,address Mr,« 
Mann on the subject when he returns to India from the leave he has just taken. Fusel 
oil is believed to occur in all freshly-distilled liquor, though its proportion may be great 
increased by defects in the process of manufacture. It does not appear to be certain fend 
the fusel oil that is detected in country spirit is of the same composition, as that which 
‘occurs in European spirit, and it seems that the various forms of alcohol which are co} 
prehensively styled fasel oil are of different degrees of noxiousness. Some.of the fers 
ples analysed by Dr. Weinberg certainly show very high percentages of fascl oll, and 
enquiries ave being madeto ascertain whether any explanation can be found in th 
processes employed by the dealer whose stock they represent. The Chief Commissiones 

lesirability of rendering the liquor sold as wholesome as. rag A 








and the question of improving the processes of manufacture’ wi 
P ure will be carefully i ‘i 
if Sroronies agree as to the maximum. proportion of fusel oil, such as pei Todi 
a is anit ith the wholeaomeness of the liquor containing it, there would. 
i to be, le difficulties in the way of enforcing i i ; 
especially if,tas suggested above, the distillers cu Pate | to a e 


the concession of longer leases, Butit hardly seems probable preshirtaiet ac 
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Assam is of worse quality than that produced under similar circumstances in other parts 
of India, and it seems very doubt whether, as supplied fromthe beter cla shopay i is 
really injurious to the health of Lhose who are used to it. The fact that it excites those who 


drink tt to. excess does not appear to be of itself condemnatory. And it is clear that there. 


are very few planters in Assam who would wish to stop the supply of liquor altogether, 


21. As regards the surroundings of the liquor shops, 1 am. to say that they are sueh 


as ordinarily prevail in Indian villages, and the Chief Commissioner fears that, in. many 
@ses, they leave much to be desired from the sanitary point of view. ‘There appears to be @ 


-general opinion that impure water is used in adulterating country spirit, but this seems open 


to doubt, as most of the spirit is distilied at a very weak strength, and the result of Mr. 
Driberg’s enquiry already referred to, showed that the spirit was scarcely ever diluted 
with water. Coolies who frequent'a liquor shop, however, no doubt often drink water as 
well as spirit there, or on their way homewards, and an endeavour will be made te secure 
that each liquor shop is provided with a good well, It should not be difficult to arrange 
for this under a three-years’ leasing system. There is no reason why licensees should not 
be required to keep their premises clean, 


22. In the appendices* to Mr. Buckingham’s memorandum, the evils which result fron 
excessive drinking among tea-garden coolies are forciby described and some very distress- 
ing instances are given, in which coolies have lost their lives, ot sustained serious i ay 
in brawls or accidents, or have contracted disease in consequence of indulgence in outstill 
liquor. The Chief Commissioner fears that it must be admitted that disgraceful scenes of 
drunkenness do occur in the neighbourhood of licensed shops. The results of recent surprise 
visits paid by reliable officers indicate that accounts have sometimes been exaggerated, and 
Mr. Fuller has received a reliable testimony to the effect that these scandals are not nearly 
so prominent as they were some years ago. But it is clear that inthe vicinity of some liquor 
shops drunkenness and disorderly conduct are not infrequent, and he will do all that is 
possible to put a stop to them, He agrees to the proposals in paragraph 8 of Mr. Buck+ 
ingham’s memorandum of the 27th March, that a clause should be added to the license 
distinctly prohibiting the sale of' liquor to any person already drunk, but he docs not 
think that it goes far enough, and he proposes to make a license liable to cancellation, with 
forfeiture of ecarnest-money in cases where drunkenness amounting to public nuisance 
occurs in the vicinity of a shop. Mr. Fuller believes that liquor sellers have their 
clientéle very largely in their control, and that they could prevent the occurrence of 
such scandals as are referred to, if they really desired to do so. He also assents to the 
proposal that a copy of the license should be hung up in every liquor shop. It would 
not be possible to prohibit sale to habitual drunkards, as there is no law in force in 











* India under which a person can be declared an habitual drunkard, nor does Mr. Fuller 


think that such a law would be workable, 


23. The Chief Commissioner cordially accepts Mr. Buckingham’s suggestion that 
the managers and medical officers of tea gardens should be asked to co-operate with 
Government in bringing to notice breaches of the excise law. He does not consider it 
necessary for this purpose to formally authorise them to inspect liquor shops, nor could 
there be any advantage in empowering them to inspect the licensee’s accounts, which 
would not throw light on the abuses which are specially complained of, 





24. In conclusion, I am to say that the enquiry which has been made appears to 
show that such unsatisfactory features as excise administration in this province 
has displayed are due rather to errors of detail than to errors of principle, and that 
what is required is closer control and supervision, not a change of system, This conclu- 
sion is supported by the information which Mr. Euller was able to collect during his 
extended tour of last cold weather. The distillation and sale of excise liquor have hitherto 
been controlled by the ordinary district staff, without the help of any special establishment, 
but the increase in the number of consumers of country spirit, and in the revenue derived 
therefrom, have rendered this control inadequate, and all the officers consulted have insisted 
on the necessity of closer supervision, A special staff for excise work will now be 
initiated, the sanction of the Secretary of State having been obtained to the appointment 
of three Excise Inspectors, two of whom will be members of the Provincial Civil Service, 
and one of the Subordinate Executive Service. It will be the principal duty of these 
officers to inspect liquor shops, seeing that the conditions of the licenses are observed, 
that bad liquor is not sold, and that drunkenness is not permitted at the shops or in their 
vicinity. They will be expected to acquire a practical acquaintance with the various 
processes employed and ingredients used in the preparation of spirit, and to introduce 
Improvements in the methods of feementation and distillation, With this dbject, the 
Chief Commissioner proposes to arrange, if possible, for having the Excise Inspectors 
trained under the Bengal Excist Department. They will also be required to gradually 
collect information as to the profits made by the licensees, which would be. of assistance 
to the Deputy Commissioners in making the annual settlements of liquor licenses upon 
a fairer basis than that of auction competition, Fes 


* Not printed, 
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. Some strictness will be necessary at the outset in dealing with lizensees ; but 

Waal to bring to notice that in effecting ieee in_ excise administration, the 
hands of Government are in great measure tied by ‘combinations ‘of the liquor d 3) 
which render it very difficult to enforce the only really effective penalty, v#2., c 
Tation of the license, It is most undesirable that the enforcement of rules should be 
hampered by appréhensions of a boycott, and much improvement would result were 
dealers to realise that the Government isnot solely dependent upon them for the reset ed 
ment of shops after cancellation of license. The Chief Commissioner has received offers of } 
assistance from some members of the ees community, who, while generally ane ui 
to undertake to manage a liquor shop, have expressed their readiness to do so their 
intervention is theonly alternative to the retention of an unsatisfactory license. But it 
would be rarely possible to make an arrangement of this sort, and, if the Government of 
Incia see no objection, Mr, Fuller would be ready to undertake from time to time the 
direct management of a few shops, if so drastic a measure were needed, in order to 

*>bring the liquor dealers to reason, It is most_improbable that such an undertaking 
would add materially to the respunsibilities of Government, as it would suffice tosShow’ 
that we can work without licenses, in order to render liquor dealers more amenable to 
authority than they are at present, 





Memo, dated the 2nd April 1902, by ¥. Buckingham, Esy., CLE. Chatrmgn of the 
Assam Branch, Indian Tea Association, 5 


Before proceeding with the difficult task of criticising the Excise system of Assam, 
I may say, we are all fully aware that mere denunciations of the iniquity of grog shops 
will not ‘alone solve the practical difficulties that surround the question ; we have therefore, 
while collecting evidence, which cannot fail to show the weaknesses of the’ outstill system 
in Assam, at the same time brought forward proposals which we consider will place the 
shops under more efficient control, thereby ameliorating the condition. of the immigrant 
population. 

In 1889 a commission was appointed by the Government of India, at the instance of 
the Secretary of State, to enquire into the various systems of Excise Administration in 
India, and | think I cannot do better than quote a few paragraphs from the Excise Come 
mission's Report bearing on the excise of Assam. « is 
can In Assam we are concerned with the Outstill System only, which is described as 
follows : : 


Page 78 of the Excise Report— 


“a2. Next comes the outstill system properly so called. The difference between this 
“and the Farming system, described in the preceding paragraph, is that each still 
“usually with one shop only attached, but sometimes a slightly larger number, is dispose: 
“ of separately, The right to manufacture at the outstill, and to sell the spirit there manu- 
“factured is sold by auction to the highest bidder, And in the original form of this system 
“the control over the monopolist is confined to ensuring that he manufactures and sells 
“only at the places mentioned in his contract. ‘This system is in force in Assam, Burma, 
“and part of the North-Western Provinces and Oudh, and till recently it was the system 
“which prevailed most extensively in Lower Bengal.” 


As to carrying out the policy of Government which I quote later on from Mr. Driberg’s 
report the Government of India decided that, having regard to the varying conditions ‘of 
different provinces, it was thought desirable for the present, to leave to Local Governments, 
full discretion to decide what measures were expedient in each case. s 


«The following orders were circulated to all De 
in 1880—see page 209, Report of Commission < 


“ The primary object to be kept in view is no 
“avoid encouraging the illicit manufacture, 


puty Commissioners in the Assam Valley 


the increase of abkari revenue, but “to 


: and consumption of liquor, b: i 
“number of licensed shops ia accordance with the demand, and a Tecring hese Shape 


“ander vigilant control: to effect this is surcly not beyond. the i 
x district officer, There still remains the objection nabsealiy sy eed fie nae 
‘having shops placed so close to their gardens as to be a source of daily and heurly temp. 
‘tation totheir coolies, and from this point of view the Chief Commissioner thinks {iat 
«the increase in the number of shops last year from eleven to twenty-six was unduly sudden, 
{cand that you were insufficiently instructed in regard to the selection of localities forthe ° 
‘Shops. lt was no doubt necessary, in accordance with the Chief Commissioner's desitg 
peeve Planters an opportunity of obtaining entire control over these shops, to place * 


“to exercise this control; but you should. save eeeeraenstas would permit: the planters 


“ putting th€m in such” i i imi ok 
: a ng the nite oe Ptoximity fo the gardens as to be an ever belo 
: ‘ . 
e ‘ . © 
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- “When, therefore, you have revised your list of shops and fixed on the localities 
“where licenses are to be granted, rd should, in the case of such shops as are mainl 
“for the convenience of garden coolies, and are not situated in large bazars, place yours®! 
“in communication with the Managers whose coolies are likely to supply themselves from 
“those shops. You should explain what the objects of the Administration are, and that 
“in order to give the planters full control over the shops, you will give to any one of 
““ them who may be willing to undertake the control of the shop, a license at the price 
“4received for it last year (this, however, can be altered by you in case of necessity), and 
*“that during the yeat no fresh shops will be licensed. It will then be fully within the 
“ power of the planter, through the shopkeeper he may nominate, to prevent his coolies 
getting more liquor than is good for them, or getting it at inconvenient hours or of 
“ deleterious quality. + ; 


«Str James WESTLAND then proceeds to say at page 210— 


(40) The opinion I gather from reading the past history of the matter is that, 
“from the fact of the planters not coming forward, with complaints, we have too easily 
“assumed that the policy laid down in 1880 had been sufficiently carried out, and that no 
“ occasion for further restriction had arisen, On the other hand, the planters have too 
“often accepted as inevitable a state of things which if they had only brought it to notice, 
“and would give some assistance in putting it right, they would have found the officers of 
« Government quite willing to remedy. It is only by co-operation between the managers 
“and the bfficers of Government that the evils they allege can be remedied, and it was 
‘upon this principle that the Chief Commissioner's orders of 1880 were based, The 
“establishment of the shops was justified upon the ground that the coolies must have 
 Jiquor and will get it illicitly if they do not obtain it by lawful means, Our hope was that 
“the planters would undertake the control of the shops; but that hope was entirely 
“ disappointed, and they apparently would have nothing to do with the shops and, if 
“their present complaints are correct, they will not even do anything to prevent their 
“coolies indulging in excess in the licensed shops. 


“ (41) Even supposing the state of things is what the planters represent, I do not 
“think we can accept for the Government the entire responsibility for it. It arises at least 
“in part from the fact that the planters remain with their hands folded, and will do 
“nothing either towards the prevention of illicit liquor or the regulation of the traffic in 
“licit liquor. I am afraid that some of them knowingly permit illicit manufacture to go on 
“in their gardens, from a belief that the liquor so prepared, is not so harmful as that 
“obtained from the shops. I think the solution of the difficulty must be in the 
“establishment, in co-operation with the planter, of some modus vivend!, based on the 
“fact that the coolies require, and will bysome means or other obtain, a certain amount 
“ of liquor, and that the arrangements oh 
“combined to ewsure that the liquor they get will pay its proper tax, and will not be 
“excessive, 


“ (42) A circular was issued by the Chief Commissioner 25th June 1889, based on this 
“policy, calling on district officers for full information relating to the matters of which the 
“planters have complained, and directing them to consider, in communication with the 
“planters, what the best remedies are to be applied to any evils they bring to notice. 
“The circular indicates the necessity of co-operation on the planters’ part, if any success 
«js to be obtained in the regulation of the sale of spirits, 


(43) The Government of India, in letter No. 1248, dated the gth March 1889, 
“forwarding copy of a despatch to the Secretary of State on the subject of the outstill 
“system generally, directed the Chief Cominissioner to arrange for a careful and 
“ exhaustive enquiry into the facts connected with the Excise Administration of Assam. 
“ Mr, Fitzpatrick has left on record his recommendation that Mr. Driberg should be 


the Government and of the planters should bes ° 


spaced on special duty during next cold weather for the purpose of taking up the enquiry. " 
“ f 


e enquiry will necessarily over the whole ground which has been touched upon in 
“tifis Note, both the ascertailfment of the facts, and the solution of the difficulties. My 
“object in this Note has been to~explain in what state matters stand in this province, 
“and thus to indicate cone) the matters to which the special enquiry which it is 
“intended to initiate should’Mainly be divected. The principles of Excise Administration 
‘have been fully laid down in several recent letters and despatches, and may be described 
“as generally accepted and recognized ; and we also possess both in the enclosures to 
“these letters and despatches and.in several recent reports, the experience of the several 
‘Local Governments, some of which at least bear upon the questions that have to be 
“solved in Assam. . 


Para, 28, page 208 of Report— 


“The objection which the planters have to their coolies leaving the garden and drinking ” 
at a neighbouring shop is most natural, and has the Chief Commissioner's sympathy, He 
# would fae prefer that che planters should take out selinglicenses, and lot the cbolies fully 


“supply their wants from their own rumsstores, but they do not care to do this, nor would 
“Phe prick probably suit the coolies, But the Chief Commissioner does not think that, 
. + ® H 
< bit, 
ve . 
. > 
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while over'the whole of India an excise ‘system’ is’ in force, which professes merely to 
« gerange that purchasers should be free to buy the liquor they want, pe only it pays 
fhe excise duty, the Assam tea coolie should be an exception tothe rule. Thesupply 
thas certainly uct been forced in advance of the demand; onthe contrary it has lagged 
« greatly behind it, and except by giving planters special facilities for controlling the vend 
«of taxed country spirits, the Chief Commissioner does not see how, consistently with the 
“ ordinary principles of Excise ‘Administration, the demand for the protection of the coolie 


‘from drunkenness can be met. iN 


“Jt is, however, possible to give the planter a better opportunity of control than he 
has hitherto had, and it is certainly possible to place the shops where, without being 
t entirely out of reach of the consuming class they will not, as when placed at the entrance 
‘to a tea garden, be a daily and hourly temptation to the coolic. 





7 «The directions given were that a strict control should be kept over the shops that if 
«drunkenness or violence occurred the shops should be closed, and the planter allowed an 
“ opportunity of taking over the lease without any enhancement of license-fee. 


" Para. 47, page 212 of Report— 

* The setting of the location of shops upon the principles laid down in the orders 
‘quoted in paragraph 28 above, and the fixing of their prices upon the principles here 
«fadicated, seem to me to be the chief means at our disposal of exercising a control over 
« the outstill system in this province. Even though planters refuse to take any active part 
‘ip the control of the supply of liquor, they have special facilities for’ getting information 
‘which would be of use to the district authorities in exercising their control, and they 
“ might perhaps be induced, more than at present seems to be the case, to give the district 
authorities the benefit of their information, especially if we had, as I think we should have; 
“more systematic and constant means of gathering such information.” 


I may quote a few paragraphs from James Westland’s Note to the Government of India 
on the Excise Problem in Assam in 1889—he remarked: “The planters have for many 
“ years imported from 10,000 to 15,000 gallons of rum for issue to their coolies, but as they 
“isgue it rather by way of reward than upon actual payment in cash, their issue of it is held 
not to be within the restrictions of the Excise Act." 


As to the statement regarding rum given to coolies as a reward, I may say that the 
custom now is almost obsolete, rum is now imported almost entirely for sick coolies, and 
usually an allowance is made for hospitals. At many gardens new coolies who show signs — 
of being anzemic are given a tot of rum and milk once or twice a day. Sir James gave the 
amount of rum imported at from 10 to 15,000 gallons in 188g. I see the importation for last 
year is only 4,428 gallons by planters and 430 gallons by licensed vendors, 


Sir James gave an extract from the Chief Commissioner's letter of the 3rd 

1880 showing arise the policy then adopted was. “The directions chee sl 
“a strict control should be kept over the shops, thet if drunkenness or violence occurred, 
‘the shops should be closed, and the planters allowed an opportunity of taking over the 
‘‘Jease without any enhancement of license-fee, also to prevent the planter being ousted b: 
‘being overbid at the yearly auctions the Chief Commissioner was willing as an experi men 
“to forego the expected increment of revenue, and settle the shops with the planters at 
the same rent as last year.’ Sir James remarked that ‘planters did not come forward 
as the Chief Commissioner hoped they woud” one Deputy Commissioner reported 
‘The planters have had the opportunity of purchasing shops, and thereby obtaining ¢ ire 
Hi pe rere te ee ; ney have be ie i themselves of this, neither (2 

© ow willing to take adva r i 
« ocean Suaeiete g vantage of the concession offered am 
I would ask if any one could honestly call the former proyosal a‘ jion 2” . 
erp batiby Neuen Grohe \yabAoeen pio 
licensed liquor shop was doing to his mill hands, he was that, as a concessi Pie 
would be granted a spirit license himself? Is it reasona@e to expect that a planter 
should turn into a licensed vendor of spirits manufacturing his own liquor ? yapiea 
planters may have come forward, and taken a license as a last resource, aad I understand 


this was the case; however the matt di i i 
the Comlssioner dated ed June 1882 2 Pens" SHPPt of the folowing report from 


” «From enquiries made dari Biss " 
Mothers ania. ‘of liq ba shies my recent tour, it is quite certain planters do not wish’ 


Sit James finished his memo. with the following: 1c 
: g: “The matt i 
SRM tec dpe nd ts amen pce wl sean th 
lecision of the Go r ey 
“the coolies, and that as they were unwilling to undertake any ee Soe etd 
* Le 
4 i * + 7 
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“had no objection to raise, to the system of licensed shops for distilled liquors.” Iam not 

aware ‘planters at any time acquiesced in the present system of shops? for 

distilled liquor, but what 1 do know is, that if the policy of Government before quoted: by 
me, regarding the cancellation of licenses for drunkenness, etc., had) been persistently 

followed up, there would never haye been any occasion for us to have taken up the matter 

in the way we now do. . 


It is curious to see how the Government of Assam falls back on the so-called “con- 
“cession” to planters, for notwithstanding its signal failure in former Administrations, it 
tz again attempted in 1899-1900 by Mr. Cotton, but of course with the same results as 

fore. 


Apart from the financial objection to tee estates and companies becoming abkars, 
practically every Company would have to be reconstructed to allow of its capital being used 
in a direction not contemplated by its articles! and although one administration after, 
another has admitted the necessity of giving Janters a control of the liquor shops at 
their doors, and advocated the co-operation of the planter as a necessity, if abuses are to 
be checked, and the Excise Administration made effective; the only possible effective 
control, xfs, ‘Inspection control” coupled with certain powers on proof of existence of 
abuses, has never been offered or suggested. 


I will next touch on certain points that came out on the Special Inquiry into the Excise 
of Countsy Spirits in 1890. 

In this year Mr. Driberg, Officiating Commissioner of Excise, Assam, was deputed by 
the Chief Commissioner, Assam, to make a careful and exhaustive enquiry into all matters 
connected with excise of country spirits in Assam. : 


The principles on which the Government of India based the Excise Administration ” 
were stated to be as follows: 


(1) That any extension of the habit'of drinking among the population of the prov- 
ince is to be discouraged. 


(2) That the tax on spirits is to be as high as may be possible without giving rise 
to illicit methods of making and selling liquor. 


(3) That, subject to these considerations, a maximum revenue should be raised from 
a ninimum consumption of intoxicating liquors. 


Mr, DrinerG said “1 have endeavoured to tind out if the drinking classes have 
« jncreased under our present system, or if people now drink more than they did formerly, 
“and my opinion is that there has benno increase in drinking or drunkenness beyond 
« the normal increase due to the larger number of gardens, and garden population and to 
« the increase in the wealth of ccoiies, and other classes who have always been in the habit 
of drinking.” 


Now as nearly every Excise Report emphasises the fact that the revenue from country 
spirits is almost, if not entirely, derived from the spirit consumed by the coolie population, 
the following 1 think is a significant proof that there is greater tendency to drink than for- 
merly. 


‘The adult garden population for 1889-90 is given as 239,694 and the revenue from 
country spirits during that year amounted to Rs. 2,73,037+ 


For 1900-01 the garden adult population is given as 415,560, and the revenue from 
country spirits amounted to Rs, 6,97,584, or nearly half as much again in proportion 
to the adult population of gardens, 


és The HONOURABLE MR. COTTON himself states in his Excise Resolution dated Jul, 
. 1899 that although the number of liquor shops for that year remains about the same, stil d 

the amount bid for them shows an increase of upwards of a lakh of rupees, |“ the rapid 

S development of the revenue under this head is duc to the increase of the immigrant popu- 


@Jation by whom country spirit is almost exclusively consumed.” 


It has been alleged that the larger revenue from spirit shops is not an evidence of 
larger consumption, but that it is owing to stricter supervision by excise officers and con- 
sequently less illicit manufacture of spirits. 


. 

‘This theory may have held good years ago, but I most certainly deny that it has any 

force at present. Mr. Driburgin 1890 said that he did not consider that illicit distillation 

seas carrved on in either of the valleys to any considerable extent and when we consider 

the enormous price paid at present by the lessees of the licensed shops we may safely 

say they are the best excise olficers we have, to see that their interests do not suffer, by 

illicit stills in the district, or as the commission on excise state, the grant of a mono- 

: oy enlists, from strong motives of personal profits, the distillers and shop*seepers ‘with 
‘gall they local knowledge, on the side of prevention, 


ie . ¥ a 


suf » 
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Six Wittiam Harcourt and Sir Roper Letusrince both considered that too much 
stress had, been laid on illicit distillation, the latter did not “ think that any great weight 
“need be assigned to the great bugbear of illicit distillation,” and the former that “ where 
4 the sentiment of the great mass of the people was adverse to that traffic, they would have 


“the greatest security against illicit distillation.” 


Mr. Dariére summarized his suggestions as follows : 

“ (1) That the size of the stills be limited in accordance with the position and value of, 
“ the shop, and that each shop be obliged to have its own still, 

(2) ‘That the upset price of each outstill shop be fixed after careful enquiry in the 
«manner indicated, a higher price being fixed for the larger shops, and that the fee should 
“ bear a direct relation to the profits of the shop. No shop (except on the frontier) should 
« pay a license-fee of less than Rs. 300 per annum in the Surma Valley, or Rs. 240 per 

«annum in the Assam Valley. 

W (g) That certain shops be closed ; no new shops to be opened without. fall enquiry 
« as to its necessity, and after obtaining the views of the residents of the neighbourhood, 
“and only with the sanction of the Commissioner of Excise. 

# (4) That wherever possible, no shop be located inside a large market place or hat 
“ frequented chiefly by garden coolies, but that it be situated half a mile to one mile outside 
“the hit, and on the side where there are fewest gardens. This ! propose in order to pre- 
« vent coolies, who go to the market for the purpose of buying food, being tempted to 
« driak, and Talso suggest that wherever a shop is located in or nearalarge hit, the * 
police be always in attendance on hat days to prevent any drunkenness or misconduct. 

& (5) That a minimum price for the sale of country spirits be fixed and that this price 
“ be 6 annas per ordinary quart bottle. 

« (6) That a Deputy Collector, and an Excise Inspector (with a sufficient number of 
“Bxciss peons) be attached to each of the districts of Sylhet, Cachar, Sibsagar, and 
“ Lakhimpur, thei duties to be more clearly specified separately.” 


I do not think it is sufficiently realized that the revenue derived from drink comes out 
of the pockets of the coolies who are acknowledged to be almost the only consumers of 
Tiquor ; they have to pay (first) the value of the liquor, (secondly) the revenue from the 
Tiquor-shops, and (thirdly) the profits earned by the abkars; it follows therefore that the 
less coolies spend in liquor the more prosperous they must be, and they would certainly 
be in far better position of contributing to the expenses of the nation ; and it also follows 
that so long as every facility is given them of drinking to excess, as under the present 
system their wages will be, and remain jn reality, and not merely on paper, “a miscrable 
average pittance." It is urged by many that Government cannot sacrifice such a revenue, 
as it now receives from excise, for the sake of temperance. Those who bying this forward, 
to support their views could never have seen the orders issued to revenue officers in India 
in 1838. 




















Itran as follows :-—'It cannot be too strongly urged wpon collectors that j i 
Wench cit ins tapiew, oi ean, Sot enable i cored ead ae 
“actual consumption of spirituous liquors whether clandestine or licensed, being. full 
“ persuaded that auy amount of revenue that may be lost by the efficiency of the system for 
“this end will be repaid one hundredfold in the preservation and. advancomeat of 
moral feelings and industrious habits among the people.” aera 


In 1890 the Government of India admitted to the Secretary of State 
Bitiited a's, groetly exteciling fie cutgtilleystem-artor esryi eee ncn Gee 


Mr. COCKERELL, member of the Board of Revenue, said { 
a ELL, in 1884: 
“opinion of the district officers as well as of non-official Earopeate a ae weit 
W native residents, the introduction of the outstill system has been accompanied saith 
Wdecided increase of drinking and drunkenness.’* sified 


It is the greatest mistake to say that drinking and drunk ‘ 0 
been tife in India, We know from experience that “new cals say Scns 
intemperate habits, but they acquire them after being in the country = fog wen te 
Rerepenest of India themselves say in a despatch dated June asth, 188, ab ei hs 
* an Encopean standard, the penple of {ndis are a remarkably abstemious people, drain by 
ean unas of the term, hardly exists in india.” Jf thie araly pier 

ofeln nerally, surely Assam, . 
ded tid very morkedderce, Srom the facts now laid before us, has degener- 


In the Government of India’s letter dated 4th Febri 
of State for India, it was said “ that it was a saute eines hey r Ree 
the debate on the Indian excise system should have been inacet 


Majesty's Se 
hat the statements made i 
Thin nap hag ‘urate and misleading.” 
in answer to the following resoluti 
“that in the opinion of this House, the focal syaten gry eefeaeadniaty fommone, a 
the establishment of spirit distilleries, liquos, and. opium shops in, Ieege a sain te 
ers oly 


« . 4 











odia 
Wie Government ol India kad beer ratzan actual working | 
a in ome an answer such as that pee quoted would so sage wie 


Westland accuses us as having too often accepted as inevitable a state of 
‘if we had only exposed them, the Government of Assam would have been 
glad to have come. to our assistance, we are also told that we have remained with’ 
rms tolde , and would do nothing either towards the prevention of illicit liquor or the” 
‘of the traffic in licit liquor, That there Aas been in past years a certain amount — 
our part I will not deny, but at the same time I most emphatically state that’ + 
officers have had too much to the revenue derived from excise to take the 
precaution shermigt have, to see that the principles down by the Government of 
ndia were complied with, and I am supported in this statement by paragraph 5 in the — 
Ss ‘of State's Despatches dated r6th May 1889, and also in the Despatch dated 19th 
i . See pages 74 to 77 of this file. Alluding to increase “in revenue the Excise 
n Jala in his report for aged sa! “During the past year all. district: 
“except Goalpara, Dartang, and the Khasia Hills, in which there was a decrease, contribu 
towards tife increase. ‘Taking the districts in the order of their increase, it will be found 
“that Lakhimpur heads the list, with a very large increase of Rs. 53.099 or 53°57 per 
“cent. This increase was not due to any increase in the number of shops, but to keen 
“ competition amongst the Mahaldars, in anticipation of larger business, owing to the 
“ increase in the foreign population of the district, and also to the interest taken by the 
* late ‘Mr, Duncan in the settlement of shops, This increase, though large for one 
ortionate to the increase in the foreign element of the district.” Mr. Dav 
is not di tionate to the i in the foreign el it of the dist 0 Me Da 
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1s! 
then g.ves migrant population on the tea gardens forthe past five years : 
1893-94 fee sieeeen Te stilgheetai ge wee kag Dnga aah S OS loaesse o  R 
1894-95 it Pde pg odin POR» HaRRU RB eee at “Es 
1895706 pattrOnehethat es thie’. deh: oaptirerrine eet ae aca 
1896-97 Ad icy Pica Fane 8 rk le ahr gh Nese IR OES 
1897-98 SL Cen AE Ae AL CM Ne Re 


On checking these figures, I find they do not agree at all with the Immigration 
Report for 1898; at page 15 of the Immigration Report for 1897 the following totals 


























are given for Lakhimpur: 

Act coolies beak, NON SS al aA, URE mM AP LAE rad AN Leta P'S 
AM ReclNass 0f 6a ee eta ka at rita fen ete 
‘ 81,957 
Children La cise a PRIMI in TG aac 
Total 5°. | 1atgs8. 

for 1898, the following figures are given : 
a eat ale Sem A Ay es A eT 45,781 
© OTR TOA Rc a A aR Ra a 
ihane : 84.974 
+: * Children PRR UM AAS ei Were OUR mt EY Sede at” eS ORD 
, Path : * Total.) «198,033. 

low we have an increase in the -adult population for 1898.0f only g,or7 adults, 
hould say therefore that an increase of 53°57 per cent. in excise revenue was most dis- 


proportionate to the increase in the forei; element of the district and from this increase 
in revenue Mr. ria hi got kudos ; & f tececealesterncgn te praise for an incre- 
Ss reas (see page 11, Excise Export {rom 1898-99). iF 





rm ‘ 
The Mr. Cotton in his letter to Mr, Anderson says that few complaints 

yere | to in his tours,’ Untilvery lately records have not been kept of com- 
complaints and cases vecovded* at the end of this memorandum are for the 

0 during the last six months, and I have no hesitation in 

resent one half of the cases that have actually occurred ; { trust — 

‘be accused of accepting the inevitable or keepinggur arms 
redouble our exertions to prove our case. Sa a: 


i 









PR rare : Reem nck eres 
do not think it is generally known that - question in A 





y ‘the liquor question 
of discussion iu the House of Lords in May last (sce pages 79 and. 
_ @xtract from the “* Abkari ”’ on the same pages.* * : 


GENERAL McGrecor, C.B., D.S.0., Commanding the Assam District, 
17th June last regarding the rum supplied to the Assam regiments ; he said, ‘ 
““two regiments which afe supplied with rum in the Assam District are the 43rd and 

“ Gurkhas ; the rum is obtained on payment from the Commissariat, Caleutta; I don’t know 

“ where it is got from originally. ining 


“The Gurkha regiments have been supplied with rum on payment for many years. 
“ (quite 20) and rum aa got up so that ea von have a decent sort of liquor, and not 
“be obliged to drink the vile hill liquor. I can quite imagine that the liquor in the plains 
* of Assam is equally injurious.” I under8tand these Gurkha regiments have their canteen — 
which are closely supervised by a committee of native officers with British officer as 
President, a rlilienes liquor is supplied made up to a certain strength, and no man is 
allowed to get more than a certain quantity at one time, ' 


Can there be more overwhelming proof than this, that the liquor made at the out- 
stills is generally unfit for human consumption ? } 


His Excellency the Viceroy in his address to the Army Temperance Association ‘at 
Simla in June last sounded avery certain noteon temperance in the Army, which cannot 
bbut equally apply to labour all over India “ none will deay,” His Excellency said, that 
sober soldier 1s better than an intoxicated one, and a moderate drinker “than a hard 
drinker, and a total abstainer better than all.” “If,” His Excellency continued, “ every 
Commanding Officer in India were told that he “ himself would be judged by the sobriety 
“of his regiment, and that a flourishing canteen fund would be looked upon as a mark 
“of a bad colonel, it would be a most excellent thing.” 1 will take the risk of censure, 
when I say, that this remark of His Excellency’s should apply in the same way to the 
administration of excise in the Province of Assam. 


I will now make a summary of the various Proposals that have been made, many of 
which ere most practical, and if adopted would I think place the Excise syste ona much 
sounder basis than itis at present. 


(1) Perhaps the most serious charge made by medical officers of the valley is, 
that in many instances the water used for the manufacture of spirit is of the filthiest 
description, being the drainage from the surrounding houses. It should be a sine qua 
non that uniess the license holder can show to the satissaction of the Civil Medical Officer 
or to any other oficers appointed for that purpose, that he can secure throughout \the 
year a good supply of pure water, his iicense should be withheld. i y 


(2) That grog on no account should be sold in or near a hit where a large number 
of coolies are collected. This was a suggestion of Mr. Driberg. 


_ (3) That untess accurate accounts are kept by the abkars showing the quantity of 
liquor manufactured and sold, the lessee should have his license cancelled, (These 
accounts of ever furnished by abhars are intentionally misleading and incorrect.) 


(4) That drunkenness should not be allowed either within or near the abhar's sho 
(the present form of license does not permit any drunken person‘ to remain in his 


shop"), and that on being twice convicted of permittin; drunkenness, and ais ye 
conduct an or near his shop, his liegnse Pha Leite. Pliprccirs i 


(5) Tha: not more than one boltle of a certain proof should be sold to ie 
ata time. At present any person can purchase pati than siz bottles ab a time, moe 
(6) That the liquor sold should be of a certain fixe# proo) ithout this i: 
worse than useless fixing any price ona bottle. ihe PE thy Bhi e 
(7) That on any deleterious matter bein, 
vendor should at once forfeit his license. 


(8), That ace: 
Of grog shops, 
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vee! 
Found with the grog on analysis, the 


"tain fixed distance from gardens should be laid down for the sile 


(9) That coolies should get it tH Pee 
Br0g. Ck do not myself see hers this tia ieee Managers before they could get 


_ (10) That police should always be in att d ys. event 
mess or misconduct. This was nile suiberseiy inter bole i ihiss a 
“4, GU That the supereision over grog sho hou r onda 
by eel ps should be far stricter than it és at 
Mi ri ong suegested that there (leila be @ Deputy Collector, and an Exei 











reach district. ‘i 
















That wore use be made of District Committees of the Tia Association to 
ally into breaches of the Excise Act or non-fuljilment of stipulations laid down 


“(t4) That grog chops be closed earlier on Sundays, say 4 p.m» and that grog 
MS ashors By" pPokibited. from: photog aiutches mel tamethan alco war Bere 
Ni ie 


(15) Last, but-not least, I seaa few propose the total abolition of grog shops. 


“TL think I have now summarised all the proposals made, and submit they are in the 
main both sound and practicable. 4 
“Tcannot close this memo-andum without regretting exceedingly on behalf of the Assam 
Branch Indian Tea Association that we have to place such a formideble looking file before 
His Honour the Chief Commissioner, so soon after his arrival in the province. We can 
however assure His Honour that we are fully aware of the intricacy of the question, but 
if by mutual assistance we can relieve the Government of Assam of any of the difficulties 
of the situation, we shall be only too ready to do so. 
*. 





Circular No. 27-R., dated Shillong, the 22nd August 1902. 
From—F, €. Henwiner, Esq,, Officiating Secretary to the Chief Commissioner of Assam, 
‘To—The Deputy Commissioners of Labour Districts, Assam, 


I am directed to forward, with the following remarks, a copy of a memorandum on 
the excise administration of Assam which has been written by Mr. J. Buckingham, C.L.E., 
and has been forwarded for the consideration of the Officiating Chief Commissioner by the 
Assam Branch of the Indian Tea Association. 


2, Within the last twenty years the excise arrangements of Assam have been four 
times subjected to examination. In 1880 a discassion which followed the publication of 
‘some criticisms in the Englishman, led to the formal adoption of the plan of inviting 
planters to themselves manage liquor shops which supplied their coolies. In 1886, and 

in in 1889, Assam, in common with other Indian Provinces, reviewed its excise 
Sasetitareutontdniecnsed deuce: oft w Tepewnstalicn thAe "was" adbeaited uy the Betishiaad 
Colonial Temperance Congress and in pursuance of a resolution that was passed by the 
‘House of Commons. And in 1890, Mr. Driberg, the then Commissioner of kxcise, con- 
ducted some special enquirics, which were the outcome of complaints formulated by 
Messrs, Finlay, Muir & Co. It cannot, then, be stated that the question has not received 
a good deal of consideration ; but having regard to its importance, Mr. Fuller is quite 
willing to reopen it. , 


3. There are two conclusions, however, which he holds to have been finally established | 
by the investigations that have already been made. The fitst is that the imported coolie 
}opulation of the province is mainly recruited from classes who are in the habit of drinking 
jermented or distilled liquor, and that, in affording them opportunities of obtaining liquor 
in Assam, the Governmentis merely supplying an existing want, not creating a new one. 
‘Phis conclusion Mr, Fuller can endorse from his pegsonal acquaintance with the classes 
‘from whom a very large proportion of garden coolies are drawn. The reality of the 
‘demand for liquor may be inferred from the correspondence that exists between the con- 
sumption of the Assam and Surma Valleys. Thus, taking the male adult immigrant popu- 
Jation living on tea gardens or outside them, the incidence of the excise revenue per head 
4s Rs 27 and Rs. 26—or about 34 per cent. of the coolies’ average income—in Lakhimpur 
and Cachar, respectively, and Rs, 24 and Rs. 2:2 in Sibsagar and Sylhet. The second 
- ednelusion is that if coolies are denied excise liquor, they will brew rice-beer, and that 
‘there can be a great deal of drunkenness and demoralisation on tea estates which are quite 
‘unafiected by licensed liquor shops. ‘here is a passage in Mr. Buckingham's memoran- 
dum which may be taxen to ee that the tea-garden coolie is naturally an abstemious 
man, This is a view which, in Mr. Fuller’s opinion, is quite untenable. Moreover, certain 
of the views which are referred to in the memorandum are coloured by the idea that coolies 
can be or should be altogether prevented from drinking. This is a reform whigh is both 
“hopeless and unjustifiable. The Officiating Chief Commissioner can see no reason why - 
ould expect a higher standard of restraint amongst the coolies on a tea garden than 
“amongst the Westie classes int Europe. fi i uy 
nce has already been made to the willingness of the Administration to settle 
Sitana SE hackles coke Thi copmakee ae ADL (ous iecte 
ers of the Assam Valley, ‘The objections which are takgn to it by 
m donot appear to be convincing, and it would seem difficult to find a 
proposition than that a tea garden may conveniently include a canteen 


















ment. [am to ask you to discuss this ques 

district and to ascertain their views. An important 

now occur they can probably be effectually remedi 

liquor dealers’ bicenses : ‘dealers readily combine, 

would be forthcoming to take up a cancelled license, In these circ 

of the Government would be greatly strengthened were planters hing : 
‘The alternative would be direct management by Government which, le not al 
‘out of the question, is obviously open to serious objection.” i 


5. A second point of importance upon which 1 am to ask for opinion is ‘a t 
vvaiatance fimtts. The mle 1 seagsenelare ie liquor shop should ‘ina bazar 
‘or at the entrance of a bazar ‘nor near a bathing ght or place of , school 
bathing ghit, or a place of water-supply.” The rule makes no express reference to. 
gardens, because, apparently, the Lipa ga oo is not ae upon | us 
Whether it is in the interests of a garden that a liquor shop should be close to it—or indeed 

i limits—so as to be readily watched, or should be at some distance away, 80. as to. 


ie Tae 

ot ew ; 

* hospital, place of worship, factory. the interior of a village, the side of a road dering ase? 
the 


offer no immediate temptation to the coolies. Mr. Buckingham recommen is that a 
“certain fixed distance from gardens should. be laid down for the site of grog shone i 
But where gardens are numerous, shops must obviously be nearer some gardgns 
‘others ; and, moreover, it would be difficult to lay down. a hard-and fast rule unless there 
was some approach to unanimity as to the principle to be adopted. Mr, Fuller would be 
gla if you would discuss this question also with some representatives of the planting com.- 
mudity and inform him of their opinion and your own, Eten; as he does, that scandals 
can be only prevented by supervisioa, he cann6t but think that if planters realised that 
their complaints would receive prompt attention, they would prefer to see shops Lied 4 
their gar than ata distance from them, But Mr. Fuller no doubt does not appreciate’ 
ull the bearings of the question. Mr. Bucki 's recommendations include one that 
Tiquor should not be sold in or near a bazar. seems to be already provided for by 
the existing rule. But 1 am toask for information as to the actual facts of current practice 
in your district. Your advice is also requested upon the recommendation that shops, 
‘closed early on Sunday afternoon, and that the shop-keepers be prohibited from giving t 
coolies famashas. If drunkenness is stopped, very early closing would hardly seem _ ni 

sary, Tamashas ase presumably only given on rare occasions, and the need of pi 

them is doubtful. Garden coolics have very few pleasures. x 


6, Two recommendations of Mr. Driberg’s which were accepted in 1890 were that 
caution should be exercised in opening new sho,s, and that liquor should not be obtainable 
‘at a cheaper price than 6 annas a bottle, That practical effect has been given to the first’ 
-of these Counsels is evident from the fact that although the male adult covlie population 
has increased by 50 per cent, during the last ten years the number of liquor shops has” 
risen by 10 per cent. only, so that the growth of the excise revenue cannot fairly be’ 
attributed to the increase of facilities for obtaining liquor. But it is quite clear that the 
minimum price rule is constantly broken, A rste of 6 annas a bottle is no doubt high : 
~ the Bengal Excise Commission of 1883 recommended that. the minimum price should vary — 
with the locality, being nowhere below two annas a bottle, The Officiating Chief Com- 

» missioner desires, however, that the existing rule be strictly enforced. Small fines are © 
/ useless as deterrents, and the proper refhedy is to cancel the license and forfeit the 
‘earnest-money of a prominent offende®. Very few such punishments would suffice, In 
conneciion with this question, the Officiating Chief Commissioner would be glad to leacn 
‘whether a lower limit than six bottles might not reasonably be fixed for the maxi (i 
quantity which may be sold to a single person. A pioposal to fx the maximum at three 
bottles was considered and negatived three years ago, bat Mr. Fuller is unaware of the 
arguments upon which this question turns. Primd facie, six bottles are certainly too 

latge a quantity to be sold to a single purchaser. Docs the case in favour of this limige 
rest upon the fact that coolics habitually purchas® for others besides themselves, or is. 
‘high a limit permitied in order 10 evable a ¢oolit to purchase a week's su 

day? Mn, Buckingham would have the limit redused to one bottle, This would be a 4 


large departure from present practice, and would probably oal: ir i 
which are siaated within or ta to tea peter fag 1 SRL ae eae 


7. It ig feared that there is good foundation for plain 1 some 
@ scandalous amount of dniceeseage is to be seun ReuRlae pals eee sa 
liquor shop, Mr. Fuller thinks that the critics would have been less s 

carried their memory back to what they must have. seen in some 

Saturday night, But he holds that scenes such as ace described in the: 

be taken to discredit the' districts in. which they occur; aud 

Vented in futyre even at the cost of some loss of excise revenue, 


ties ofthe postion. The employment of ine 
Hlackemailing, but he would te gad to one peaegi acs 
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whether be more extensively employed in future. 

ee ienay 3 ge y ite. hcowaeel al 

for its non-occurrence, but logically one can hardly hold a “liquor- 

seller “because coolies club their purchases and drink to excess outside his 

shop. Mr, Fuller thinks, wer, that the existence of a public nuisance should be made 

© boosie tor peabeling a license, trite it would be scarcely fair to forfeit the earnest- 
ss it could be proved ie 


. money unless. ‘that liquor was supplied to men who were ‘already the 
_wprse for it. Iam to ask for an expression of your opinion on this point, 


8, Another complaint which is entitled to much consideration is that the liquor is 
- bad, and deleterious to health. Analyses effected during many years past have failed to 
show that the liquor is adulterated, But they have not touched upon the proportion of 
“noxious alcohol (commonly known as fusel oil), and it is observed that the analyses which 
are quoted by Mr, Buckingham also fail to give definite information on this point. Fusel 
-oil may occur in poisonous’ peo quantities in liquor which is distilled at a high tempera- 
‘ture, and the means of determining quantitatively its presence is now receiving the 
Officiating Chief Commissioner’s consideration. Itemay be observed in this connection — 
that the conditions under which liquor is distilled in this hye would probably 
render it im je to prescribe definite standards of strength for all liquor offered for 
sale, But this is a point which might be considered by you and bé touched uyon ih your 


9. Much stress is laid upon the need of insisting upon the use of good water in the 
manufacture of liquor, It is, of course, desirable that clean water should be used, though 
the Officiating Chief Commissioner opines that distillation must rid water of most impuri- 
ties, 1am toaskwhether any practicable conditions could be usefully imposed upon 
licensees in this connection. ‘There is no reason why a liquor shop should not be kept 
‘neat and clean, and such insanitary sutroundings as are described in some of the annexures 
to the memorandum should not be tolerated. 


10, It seems probable that, to ensure the obsérvance of the rules, liquor shops require 
closer supervision than they have received in the past. The sale accounts are admittedly 
often unreliable, The employment of a low-paid inspecting agency would be ineffective 
except in diminishing the profits of the licensees, and inspectors’ posts must be well paid 
and be filled by reliable officers, The Officiating’ Chief Commissioner has now under 
consideration the question of appointing some special officers to assist Deputy Commis- 
sioners in their excise arrangements, 


a1. There remain two recommendations,—that the medical officers of tea estates 
should be invested with powers to inspect liquor shops and to suspend licenses for a month 
with the Dey Commissioner's approval ; and that the services of the District Com- 
‘mittees of the Tea Associations should be utilised to make local enquiries in breach of 
the excise law and rules, The Administration will cordially welcome the co-operation 
of planters and medical officers in protecting cooliés against the supply of an excessive 
amount of liquor or of bad liquor, and the Officiating Chicf Commissioner is confident that 
definite information which is furnished to the Deputy Commissioner will be received 
without cavil and will be promptly acted upon. So far as he has been able to ascertain, 
complaints have been by no means numerous in the past, But] am to observe that it is 
expected that any information which may be given will be first band, and will not be 
gathered from the reports of garden subordinates, The licensees are themselves entitled 
to some consideration, and it would’not be fair to them to accept as reliable complaints 
which would very often merely be used as.a means of black-mailing. Complaints of liquor 
shop management should be separately registered in each district and_ subdivisional office,’ 
and a idte should be entered in each case of the action taken and of its result. It would 
‘ pey.be possible to invest the Managers or medical officers of gardens with any direct 
Authority over liquor shops, 


_* 42, Lam to request that your reply to this letter may be despatched through the Come 
missioner of Excise not later than the ist January next, 








Memorandum, dated the 2yth March 1903, by Mr. F. Buckingham, FO FF ON 
. L must first acknowledge the courtesy of the Honourable the Chicf Commissioner in 


My ing this matter to stand ever until my return to Assam. Before proceeding, however, 
to discuss the various. osals put forward for the better administration of excise in 
Assam, I should like it ta. be distinctly understood that my impression is, and always has 
been, that, with a ‘little mutual concert, the Assam Administration and planters could 
1 niinimise the abuses of the Lis traffic, and put the whole system on a better 
= ‘Tendeavoured to impress this upon our friends at home, who are only*too anxious 





‘ready to.come forward and help us. 
K 





ad 





qas8 SUPPLEMENT TO THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, JULY 43) 1994 


' that the law is strictly enforced, 





I 
subject certainly did get into Parliament, but Mr. Caine, M. P.y just before I left. 
point wi the ecgice “Tshall not take the matter to a division, because, — 
‘as an-enquiry is in progress, it would not be fair to the Government. of India,” 1 x 
we have in the Honourable Mr, Fuller a Chief Commissioner who fully realizes the evils of 
the present excise system, to him therefore we must go first ; if we are not‘satisfied with 
his decision, we can appeal to the Viceroy, and as a last resource we bave many friends, 
Members of Parliament at home, who will take our cause up to the bitter end. i 


. 

Our only apology therefore to the Honourable Mr. Fuller is, that the evils of che 
present sata Pat were constantly laid before our late. Chief Commissioner, both by 
myself and other planters with little or no result. 

On the 3rd October 1899 | wrote a Jong circular, and among other ‘tings said—" The 
combination of inte: which for the last few years has been a special feature in the 
Assam Valley justifies a belief that if the liquor question is revived and fought out, it is. 
absolutely certain that radical changes will be made, even if we have to go to the Secretary 
of State, and it is with this certainty that I call on all thoge interested in the question to 
collect as many proofs as possible of offences against the excise laws.” 


In July 1900 the subject was again brought forward by me at our annual montages! 
another circular was issued by me which resulted in the memorandum now under 5 
sion, ‘[ think therefore Earl Percy was wrong when he said in his maiden speech on the 
11th of November last—‘ But the fons et origo of the agitation was really the lack of an 
adequate labout force.” How could this be, when in 1900 the ‘labour force if Assam was 
higher by 20,000 coolies than it ever had been before, and 62,733 immigrants were import- 
ed, against 31,908 the previous year? 

Again our late Chief Commissioner, Sir H. Cotton, said that the agitation on the 
liquor question was only a red herring drawn across the trail, alluding to the controversy 
we had, when Act VI was before His Excellency’s Council, Why we had taken up the 
liquor question in earnest two years before the Act was passed, Mr. Labouchere made the 
same remark, but we can excuse him, because he was ignorant of facts, not so 
Sir H, Cotton, i 

In 1898 Mr. Anderson, the President of the Tea Association, Calcutta, bitterly com- 
po to Sir H, Cotton of the Excise system, (In that year the revenue demand jumped 

irom Rs. 92,059 to Rs, 1,42,788.) Sir H. Cotton merely said that he did not think there vas 

much to complain of, and at the same time stated he “fully recognised the general 
grievance, but upon’ such general statements as made in the correspondence, it would be 
useless to take further action.” 


In 1889 in answer to various complaints re liquor shops, the Chief Commissioner 
recommended Managers of gardens to make certain restrictions on drinking, a condition of 
Acoolie’s services; that the coolie should be restricted to such quantity of liquor on any one 
day as might be fixed by the Manager. In practice I think this seal have been impos 
sible; we were told also “ that steps were being taken to reform the outstill system generally 
but that it was a very difficult and complicated matter, and that it would take some time? 
Truly it Aas taken some time. x 

















1 simply give the above facts to show that the measures we have latel 
not the outcome of any sudden burst of feeling, or that it was in rte feast iri 
drawn across the trail.” The matter had been brewing for years, is 


RECOMMENDATIONS, 


. The Honourable the Chief Commissioner in his letter to all Deputy Commissioners, 
> 


dated the 2and August 1902, treats very fully of the recommendations in my memorandum. 


Since however the memorandum was published, th i i 
talking the matter over with so many practical men, togethex sot rvlarouegeattne nae 
by District Committees, and last but not least, some excellent su estions madg by 
pda pia cre Spel nibh published in the Englishman of the pa 4 

wary at ‘ebruary enables me 01 i it 
considered by the Chiel Commissioner, unendations which hope may be duly 


1.—SUPERVISION, 


All agree that the present supervision of liquor shops i 
therefore that there should bea spice Excise: Department, We Gate wae Fe his 
could be worked by the subordinate branch of the police. We would suggest that thi 
should be Deputy Collectors: and Excice Inspector raat in rank ae 


Assistant Commissioners in the Provincial service, aud that it would be their du ae 





Inspectors should strictly enforce the price limit, They shou 
é h imit, They should frequently have the 
poodermy ‘They should also report if any serious cases of drunkenness occur near the 
Piaietiy 


iis J 4“ 











ne 


- excise in Assam, 


Mr. Driberg who was deputed in 1890 to make a full enquiry into 
‘recommended what we have now suggested regarding ity 
and Excise Inspectors with a sufficient number of excise peons, he must there- 
- fore have been fully convinced in his own mind that the present supervision was lament. 
ably inadequate. s 

2. The medical officers in the district. should be asked to co-operate’ with Govern- 
ment in bringing to notice breaches ofthe Excise Act. They should have power to 
Sinspect liquor’ shops and their surroundings; they should also be allowed to inspect 
the books of the Abkar. In cases where there is no medical officer within ro miles 
an sapere of labourers should have the above mentioned rs conferred upon him. 
The Chief Commissioner remarks in his circular that it would aS hardly possible to invest 
officer with any direct authority ovér liquor shops, if such is impossible, inspec- 

juch as proposed might be allowed, 


4g, That no new shops should be opened without consulting local opinion, ie., the” 
employers of labour in the vicinity. 


The sites also for grog shops should be subject to the approval of planters in the 
iinty, “There would | think be a great dficlly in defining any distance grog, shop 
should be from a factory. 


The removal of any grog shops should however be conceded, should planters show 
that they are a public nuisance, 


4. That when there is no good water to be had near a grog shop the Abkar should 
ae nine to make a well at his own expense, or to distill the water he uses for mixing 
with liquor, 








‘tio’ 


5. That no grog shop should be allowed within a mile of any place of public resort such 
asa hat, and that the holder of the license for manufacturing spirits shall not be allowed 
to effect the sale of spirits at any other place, but at the shop, for which the license is 

ted. This latter recommendation is supposed to be in force under clause V ofthe 

bkar’s license, but immediately afterwards under clause VI this rule is annulled by 

stating that he can remove the produce of his still to any place with a pass from the 
Deputy Commissioner, 


T may state that rule V is constantly ignored, and liquor is sold ad Jrbitum in many 
bts, where coolies congregate in immense numbers, and instead of spending their money 
on wholesome food, they are tempted to purchase liquor. 


Here we are only bringing forward again a suggestion of Mr, Driberg’s, he would 
not have a grog shop even on the garden side of a hdt, much less would be therefore 
have countenanced the sale of liquor in a hat. 


Any more stringent rules framed about disallowing drunkenness, in or neat a shop, 
would be quite ineffectual, if spicits are allowed to be hawked about away from the shop. 


6. That all liquor shops should be closed on Sundays at 2. P.M, or on any other day 
the Deputy Commissioner thinks advisable when serious objections are raised by the plant- 
ting community in the vicinity. 


7. I should like to call particular attention to Messrs. D. Waldie & Co.'s remarks* 
regarding the injurious effects of fuscl oil, and the large amount of this oil which was found 
in the fo they preter we cannot but call for the serious attention of Government to 
this, and we would ask the Chief Commissioner to consider if it is not possible to adopt 
some measure such as compulsory bonding, so as to check the evils of te consumption 
of newly made spirits. I may mentign that this was made a great point of in England both 
in the majority and minority reports of the Royal Commission on the licensing laws, 


8. The clauses in the Abkar's license regarding drunkenness are not stringent enough, 
Ry clause XIII he certainly has to prevent drunkenness, but by clause XI, if any unfor- 
tunate individual does get drunk, he has at once to turn him out of his shop, clause XI 
seems to me, therfore, to condone clause XIII. There should certainly be a distinct penalty 
for permitting drunkenness or for: selling drink to drunken persons, also, that if drunken- 
ness exists in and about the neighbourhood of the shop, the licensee should he liable to 
have his license cancelled. « 


' With regard toa penalty for permitting drunkenness, I see that it was vary strongly 

‘urged in the Royal Commission Report that the onus of proof for permitting drunkenness 

: id be on the publican, thatis, the license holders shouldbe required to prove that 

‘the persons employed were ignorant of the drunkenness, and took steps to prevent 

it; both here and at home the burden of proof rests withthe police, and it is exceedingly 
aaa ar eae egidcrahetr-cace' ia, to pote cies palsatiocgsck 














* Not printed. 
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‘should be'a prohibition of sale of liquor to habitual drunkards, and 
any Fede any poadeniazed to be an drunkard should be liable’ rere 
‘and on a second conviction to have his license cancelled, wig 3B 


‘Two convictions should be sufficient for a man to be declared an habitual drunkard, — 


10, That +the Abkar license should: plainly define all the rules and penalties under 
‘which he accepts the license ; it should also includga clause to the effect that any one giv- 
veveuch. information as would lead to the conviction of the licensee for any of, 
ne. Saat be rewarded, 


A copy of the license should be placed in some conspicuous place outside the Abkar’s 
shop in English and vernacular. " “4 
| As regards a proposition to have a central distillery, system, 1 may state that this 
has rap nippy ie Assam, and proved a failure, baal ave a Proposition to make 
avhich Iam inclined to think might be received favourably, not only by employers of labour 
but} also by Government ; and it is, that the canteen system be tried ata few gardens 
on almost the ‘same principle that a canteen is arranged for in native regiments. 


‘At fist’ should put no prohibition to coolies getting liquor from shops, it would simply 
be a matter of chlo y bottles of inferior liquor at Rs, 1-2-0, or one bottle of sound 
wholesome liquor at about Rs, 1-6-0. 


In paragraph 4 of the Honourable Mr, Fuller’s letter he says, “The objections which 
are taken to it” (alluding to the willingness of the administration to settle the shops with 
Planters) ““by Mr. Buckingham do not appear to be convincing and it would seem difficult 
to find a more reasonable proposition than that a tea garden may conyeniently include a 
canteen “for the coolies employed onit.” 1 think there is a great difference between 
distilling liquor and selling it, and simply'sclling liquor retail, or in other words having 
what I believe is customary in every regiment a barrack tavern, usually called a canteen, 
T'understand that at present there is no prohibition whatever to planters importing liquor 
and selling it to.coolies, provided it isnot sold at a profit, but lam not aware of this sys~ 
tem being adopted to any such extent, that one could call it a canteen, 


In placing this memorandum before the Chief Commissioner I think I have dealt with 
all the practical (Sener that have come before me, they may however in some instances 
he slightly modinied. 





* No. 2015 S.R., dated Calcutta, the 26th March 1904. 


From—E.N, Baker, Bsq,,C.S.1,, LC. Secretary to the Goyernment ia, Fi 
‘Commerce epee” nf ernment Of India, Finance and 


To=The Honourable the Chief Commissioner of Assam. 


1 am directed to convey the following observations and orders of the Government™of 

India on your report, submitted in Mr, Monahan’s letter “Tus" F., dated the 25th 

Auigot 1903, regarding the complaints made by Me J. Buckingham, C.LE,, Chairman of the 
m Branch, Indian Tea Association, against the excise admini ion i i 

pect of the sale of country spirit. Mgt Brie ah il cll 


2. Tam tosay at the outset that the Government of India ai i f 
evidence which has been collected by Mr. Buckingham and from the Ha ouster cal nae : 
which accompanied Mr. Monaban’s letter that drunkenness does prevail to an undesil le 
extent among the Saag coolies in Assam, and that they would deprecate any attempt 
excuse or belittle the evil, In particular they are not disposed to accept as pis “ 
force the argument set forth in your Circular No, 27 R. of the 22nd of. Au af at 





again in the opening paragraphs of Mr. Monahan’s letter, to th scot ae 
sei cong gro Me Monier ect hte ctl ome 


‘The Government of India doubt whether there are sufficient nds: describing 
Homlgracin-an ‘vintskue! dslakery)” x Shsinewa toditeyysand mepemieinasnteea 
many local officers, among whom may be mentioned Mz, Lees, the Di it “ 
of Darrang, and Mr. Davis, the Excise Commissioner, that many of the coolies only. take to 
country spirits after their arrival in Assam, and that others. who formerly drank erase! 
tion now drink to excess, The various counterpleas which have been put forward. ii 
report donot seem tothe Government of Indi to invalidate the general conclaston ies 
pilrsued in Assam does induce the habit of drinking to exce ere it < 
el iat aid d does aggravate ths taste for liquor, rice ae tat i 
ini y 
oa dal ig it, where that taste has already beencreated or may’ pitherte Xf 


(3. The Government of India are further unable to. accept sf th 
coolies werg deprived of excise liquor and cy ee si motion cee btheed 





4 * Not printed, 






















(aronldibe ‘still more demoralizing. While agreeing that a tem under some control is 





es 


r ‘none, they are not pr to admit that home-brewed fermented 
is in general as harmful a drink as spirits distilled after country methods and 

nder practically no supervision, . i 
4 Similarly the sition is not accepted that drinking among the coolies is not 
aarp rite at Ea ne eT cx Icon ty exer ponitirely penctcial Even 
the latter statement istrue, it is beside the point, for it is not proposed sto prevent the 
‘consumption of liquor altogether, but mercly to prevent the sale of noxious liquors and to 





@ check excessive drinking. The Government of India prefer frankly to recognize the grav- 


{ty of the evil, and they are disposed to welcome all practical suggestions for mitigating it, 

5. A long step forward would be made if the central distillery system. could be-intro- 
duced into Assam. That system possesses substantial advantages, in that it enables the 
Strength of each issue to be tested and regulated, and that it gives to the Government some 
control over the methods of manufacture, thus rendering it possible to effect improvements 
in the quality of the liquor. Under this system moreover, t} duty, as distinguished from 
the vend fees, is proportionate to the quantity of liquor consumed, ‘and the inducement to 
the distiller to push his sales is therefore less than under the outstill system. You point 
‘out that the facilities for illicit distillation which exist in Assam form a serious obstacle 
to the success of central distilleries, and a further objection presents itself in the 
length and difficulty of communications in the greater part Of the province. The Govern. 
ment of India regretfully acknowledge the force of these objections, and for the present they 
regard them as fatal to any radical or universal change of system, a meastite which, it may 
be observed, is not advocated by the planting community itself. You say, however, that 

would be willing to give the central distillery system a trial in one sub-division, were it 
not for the great difficulty of preventing liquor from adjacent outstill areas from competing 
with the produce of the central distillery. 

6. The smuggling difficulty, however, is not insurmountable, and has’ been met in 
other provinces, where the two systems exist side by side, by the following measures :— 

(x) the organization of an efficient preventive force : 
(2) the careful adjustment of the central distillery and outstill prices-of liquor ; 
3) the removal of the outstills as far as possible from the boundaries of the distillery 
area; and 
(4) the compulsory colouring of either the distillery or the outstill liquor so as to 
facilitate its detection outside the area of legitimate supply. 

‘There appears to be no reason why these measures should not be successful in Assam, 
and I am therefore to ask that one more attempt may be made to introduce the central 
distillery system. Your proposal to try it in one sub-division only appears to the Govern- 
ment. of India to be too small a beginning, and they consider that the experiment should be 
given a full and fair trial in the whole of one or more selected districts. They would be 
willing to entertain proposals for any special preventive establishment that may be neces- 
sary to the success of the experiment. 

7. Even should the central distillery system eventually prove to be feasible, it will still 
be necessary to introduce closer control and supervision over the retail shops. The pro- 
posals summarized by Mr. Buckingham indicate some of the lines. on which reform may 
Proceed, and the Government of India are glad to find that you have been able to accept so 
many of his valuable suggestions, [am now to refer in detail to. these suggestious, follow~ 
ing the order in which they are put forward in Mr. Buckingham’s first memorandum, 

8, (1) It should be a sine gud non that unless the license holder can show to the 
satisfaction of the Civil Medical Officer or to any other officers appointed for that purpose, 


© ¢hat he can secure throughout the year a good supply of pure water, his license should be 


withheld,” 


You propose to ensure the supply of good water by granting licenses for three years 
instead of for one year, on condition that the licensee | nution! the outstill with a good 
“well, The Government of India have no objection to this proposal: they are in fact pre- 


a Pared to go further, and they authorize you to provide a well at Government expense in any 


‘case in which you think it necessary to do so, 

g. “ (2) That grog on no account be sold in or near a Ad¢ where alarge number of coolies 
care collected.” 

‘You point out that the existing rule is consonant with this suggestion, but that diffi 
culties are met with in carrying it out. You observe that the provision in this rule for 


~ consulting local opinion as regards the sites for liquor shops is a most salutary one, and 


we 


that it will be carefully observed in future. It would seem therefore that the rule has not 
been strictly enforced in the past, though the Provincial Excise Reports give a contrary 
‘impression, Iam to request that much more detailed attention may be given to the 

inistration of this rule in the future, It is not sufficient that the district report should 
contain a more general statement, possibly as a matter of form, that local opinion has been 
ited. ‘The district officers should be required to state precisely what measures were 
ase in respect of the location of each individual shop, whether new or old: and if in any 

a nop feoula be established, or an old one retained on a site to which strong objection 











-@ has been raised, the reason for overruling the latter should be placet clearly on record. 
@ 1 (3) That unless accurate accounts are kept by the akkars, showing the quantity of 
Boe a ieee ne iaton abeald foi RecA krcupheherieh amen 






India hope that the js for strengthening 
below, vl ensure the ping of comece scouts snd the 
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€ H oe i; i 
__ «€(4) That drunkenness should notbe allowed within or'near the abkar's sh 
that Ks Hater twice convicted of permitting drunkenness and disorderly conduct in or | 


his stop, hig license should be cancelled.” y Ne oe 
You have gone beyond this suggestion and propose not only to make a license liable to 
confiscation, but also to forfeit the licensee’s eatnest-moncy, in cases where 2 
amounting toa public nuisance occurs in the vicinity of his shop. ‘The Government of : 
India agree in your view that the vendor's responsibility for the sobriety of Ins customers” 
should be enforced in the manner proposed. = oe ae 
12. (8) That not more than one bottle of a certain proof should be sold to any one 
coolic at a tine.’ aay ii ais 3 ie 
In his later memorandum of 27th March 1903, Mr. Buckingham recommended’ 
a limit of three bottles, in place of the presentymaximum of six bottles, and you observe that 
‘a reduction even to this extent is generally opposed by the planting community. You there- 
fore propose to defer any action in this direction, pending further enquiry, t 
1g, The main objection brought against the proposal appears. to be that a reduction 
in the number of bottles which may be sold retail will result in a larger number of coolies 
being sent to the shops to bring supplies Yor their fellows, and that the labour in. the 
ardens will thus be interfered with, The Government of India do not consider that this 
{Fa weighty objection, It is presumably in the power of the managers to control the visits 
of their coolies to the liquor shops ; and, in any case, it is unreasonable for the planters, 
while asking forthe assistance of Government in maintaining sobriety among their em- 
jloyés, to resist a proposal to reduce one of the main incentives to drunkenness “merely 
‘ecause it conflicts with their own convenience. The Government of India are therefore of 
opinion that the maximum limit for retail sale should be reduced to three bottles without 
further delay, and I am to request that this reform may be introduced at once. 
14. “ (6) That the liquor sold should be of a certain fixed proof. 

' The Government of India regret that it is impossible to carry out this suggestion under” 
the outstill system. They hope that the strengthening of the inspecting staff will result 
in better liqior being manufactured and better methods of distillation being employed ; 
but it is not practicable to introduce such minute eae as would be necessary if the 
strength of all the liquor sold were to be tested. here, however, the central distillery 
system is introduced, the proposal is practicable. You should, in the area selected, deters 
mine the strengths at which liquor should be issued, and the rules to be made under the 
Act should provide that issues at these strengths and at no others, shall be permitted, 
In determining the strengths to be selected, the Government of India desire that the local 
planters may be consulted, 

| 15. “ (7) That on any deleterious matter being found with the grog on analysis, the 
vendor should at once forfeit his license,” 


You point out that there is a conflict of authority as to the deleterious nature of the 
ingredients of country spirit, and you observe that “if authorities agree as to the maxi- 
mum proportion of fusel oil, such as occurs in Indian spirit, which is consistent, with the 
wholesomeness of the liquor containing it, there would appear to be no insuperable diffi- 
culties in the way of enforcing its observance in Assam.” The Government of India agree 
in this view, and they propose to seek further expert advice on the question of the pro- 
portion of fusel oil which is deleterious and the possibility of measuring it, Meanwhile I 
an to enclose a copy of a Paper * written by Mr, H. H, Mana, Scientific Officer to the 

lian Tea Association, in whi contends that the problem is capabl ‘i 
has already been solved in Europe. y Ree ean aa 


16. “ (8) That a certain fixed distance from gardens should be laid it 
At waa B e down for the site 


This suggestion is partly covered by the existing rule referred to i h A 

aa in bie eh an difference is! Sapa ae pei among the planter tieuselractae 
overnmen| India agree with you that a hard-and-f: le i it 

“oe adh Pas y' rand-fast rule is unsuitable and that local 


Bene (9) That cooles should get permit tickets from managers before they could got* 














Mr. Buckingham does not himself see how this suggestion can be worked. + 
therefore scems unnecessary to pursue it, The Gi a Pola a 
in wete practicable, it would be fan tohertne cbjerdan a ane fia Pee 


18, “ (10) That police should ah ii 
fe ta A ert ice sho Iways be in attendance on Ad¢ days to prevent drunken-— 
Some of the officers consulted have pointed out that this suggestion i feasible i 
= -. a 
rural areas,” The object of preventing drunkenness on market days wil protabiy betta 
se ‘more effectively by closer supervision over the shops, a point which is dealt with 
e Ww. ‘There scems no reason, however, why the suggestion should not be carried t 
larger /d?y, and 1 am to request that you will consider whether this should ‘not teaaat ait 


i (taf That the supervision over grog shops! showld be far stricter’ than itigat 


: Ae 





Mr, Buckingham hete strikes the keynote to al 2 

the iment of India fel that too grest sttene mee he id pute 
maade ig the direction of closer supervision by the creation of 

s, which were sanctioned in the Secretary of: 's Despatch No. 
ly 1903 ; but the Government of India doubt whether this me: 






















een 
i : ran area of 31, 
visits to each shop must be few a “Gove 
nclined to think that the staff of Inspectors should be raised to one 
cree eal ‘any any case, to not less than six for the whole province and they 
will be to receive proposals on these lines, and to recommend them to the Secretary of 
ee ge to request you ,to consider this poiat and to submit detailed proposals at an 
e: 3 
e 20, (12) That medical officers of tea estates should be invested with special powers 
[ tino cog sops, and to. suprad the liens of bare fof ene, month, with the 











proval of the Deputy Commissioner.” 4 a 

‘You have acre this proposal to the extent that managers and medical officers of 
tea gardens should be asked to co-operate with Government in bringing to notice breaches 
‘of theexcise law. The Government of India agree with you that it is not necessary to go 
further than this, or formally to authorize them to inspect liquor shops. 

‘an. “ (13) That more use be made of District Committees of the Tea Association to 
‘enquire locally into breaches of the Ixcise Act or non-fulfilment of stipulations laid down 
in licenses.” oe 

You will no doubt be ready to accept this suggestion in the same spirit, and to welcome 
the co-operation of these bodies. 

22. “ (14) That grog shops be closed earlier on Sundays (say) 4P.M., and that grog 
shopkeepers be prohibited from giving nautches and tamashas at or neat their shops.’ Hy 

The Government of India are glad to note that you have been able to accept the pro- 
posal as regards nautches and tamashas, and that you are prepared to close shops frequented 
by teagarden coolies at 4 P.M. in the co'd weather and at 6 Pia. in the hot weather months. 

23. (15) A few propose the total abolition of grog. shops.” 

This extreme proposal is apes? not supported by Mr, Buckingham, and it is 
obviously impracticable, even if desirable, in a country like Assam which abounds in 
facilities for illicit distillation. 
iy) 24. In his later memorandum, dated the 27th March 1903, Mr. Buckingham puts 

forward the following subsidiary suggestions : 

(a) that selling drink to drunken persons should be penalised ; 
(8) that acopy of the abkar's license should be hung up at each shop; 
(6) that the sale of liquor to habitual drunkards should be prohibited ; and 
(d) that the canteen system should be tried at @ few gardens, 
_ You have accepted the first two of these suggestions ; and, as noticed in paragraph 11 
above, you hp ieee to enforce stringent penalties for permitting drunkenness in the neigh- 
bourhood of the shops. 


inte 








f 25. With regard to the sale of liquor to habitual drunkards, you point out that there 
, js no law in force in India under which a man could be declared to be a habitual drunkard, 
_ and you express the opinion that such a law would not be workable. The question is a 

» difficult one which the Government of India prefer to reserve for further consideration, 
26. You observe that the canteen system suggested by Mr. Buckingham deserves every 
encouragement, and the Government of India agree with you that permits should be given 
to planters at low fees for the sale to coolies of imported rum or a rum manufactured in 


India after European methods, It is understood that the rum would be of good quality 
ing! 


and would be sold at a fixed e. You refer in this connection to Mr. Buckingham’s 
rejection of the plan, which been advocated by some. authorities, but which has not 
met with any general success, that planters should be offered licenses for liquor shops with 
vitw to ee control over their management. Iam to take this opportunity of 
ol ing that the Government of India have every sympathy with the sentiment which 
detersthe planters from undertaking the managenient ‘of liquor shops, and they concur in 
your conclusion that they should not be pressed to take licenses. 
a7. Seeing that it will rarely be possible to make over the manage! 
member of the planting community, you anticipate that some difficulty 
in enforcing the stricter control over licensees which is now contemplated ; 
to meet the ae od of a boycott by liquor vendors, you propose that the Government 
~ should be pr ‘to undertake the management of a few shops in order to show that it 
isn depencent on private enterprise. The Government of India would be 
Toth to scea Government official producing admittedly inferior liquor at an outstill, and 
‘it to the public, and the; that such an arrangement would expose the adminis- 
adverse criticism, At the same time, they realise that such an extreme step may» 
ary in certain circumstances, and they authorize you to resort to it if clear 
They trust, however, that you will exercise great caution in the! matter 
jure only as a last resort, ‘ bid 
e examination of Mr. brane: pe suggestions it will 
ave been accepted by you and are sencepned a ie 
oportion have been rejected either becawse the 














some particulars you are prepared to go beyond the suggestions ; : 
i etatied to ily and ici to enforce orders or to make experiments which are all — ( 
tematically directed to the same end, The Government of India will watch the result 
ene experiments with sympathy, and they feel confident | that in carrying them out: 
you can rely on the loyal co-operation of the planting community. ? . 





No. 97,dated Calcutta, the grst March 1904, ‘ 


From=The Government of India, 

‘To -The Secretary of State for Indias iN 

it nce to the correspondexce ending with our Despatch No. 345, dated 4th 
isciabe? es, “e have now oe honour to eink a report by the Chief Commissioner of 
‘Assam on the complaints preferred against the excise administration of that Province by 
Mr. J. Buckingham, C.LE,, Chairman of the Assam Branch of the Indian Tea Association, 
together with a copy ‘of the orders which we have passed on the subject, 


» 2. It will be seen that we are pressing the Chief Commissioner to introduce experi- 
mentally the central distillery into Assim, and no effort will be spared to make the experi- 
ment a success. At the same time we ma observe that the planting community does not 
advocate any radical change of system, an that the complaints made by Mr, Buckingham 
fare directed rather against matters of detail in the administration of the existing outstill 
system. The Chief Commissioner has been able to meet the majority of the&e com its 
Sto adopt most of the remedics proposed by Mr. Buckingham, | We have pressse upte 
him others in excess of the recommendations which he himself had made. e trust 
the measures thus decided upon will materially reduce the evil of drunkenness in Assam. 

. In our letter to the Chief Commissioner we have set forth in full the yarious reforms, 
which’ willow be adopted, and it is unnecessary to repeat them in detail, Our attitude 
towards the problem of drunkenness in ‘Assan may be briefly described as follows. It is 
‘admitted that a considerable demand for strong dtink exists, and that it is better to meet 

with a legitimate and regulated supply than to drive the persons who require 

liquor to illicit methods of obtaining it, We are of opinion that the present outstill system 
ig a bad one and that it does admit of the prevalence of drunkenness to an undesirable 
extent, At the same time we recognize that in an unsettled Province like Assam where 

‘communications are defective, it would be difficult if not impossible to abolish 

without provoking greater evil in the encouragement that would be given to 

lation. Pendiny the possible introduction of a better system, to which we are trying to fee) 
our way, the only course immediately open to us is to counteract as far as possible the 
defects of the existing procedure. 









4. We have impressed upon the Chief Commissioner that the main path to reform lies 
in more systematic inspection and closer control over the liquor shops, and to this end we 
have invited him to formulate proposals for increasing the staff of Excise Inspectors, We 
trust that this measure, which appears to us to be eminently necessary, will meet with your 
Speirs: We shall put forward detailed proposals when we have ascertained the views. 
of the Chief Commissioner. 





No. 6s (Revenue), dated the 6th May 1904. 


From—The Secretary of Statefor India (St. Jouw Bropric), 
TomThe Government of India. 


Ihave considered in Council thé letter of Your Excellency’s Government No. 97 


SE ORBRS AREER py CaM) (Separate Revenue), dated gist March 1 

obi _ submitting a report by the Chief Comntesiadee 
of Assam on the complaints preferred against the Excise Administration of that Province 
by Mr. J. Buckingham, C.LE., Chairman of the Assam Braneh of the Indian Tea Associa- 
tion, together with a copy of the orders which you have passed on the subject. me 


_ 2. I observe with satisfaction that the Chief Commissioner has been able to t 
majority of the complaints which the planting community have brought against ee rhane | 
istration of the outstill system in Assam, and to accept most of the remedies pri by 
Mr. Buckingham, Your Government have pressed upon the Chief Commissioner others | 
in excess of the recommendations which he himself made, You do not at present see your 
way tb abolish the outstill system altogether m Assam; but you propose to give the coe 
distillery system a full and fair trial, which you consider should extend over one or = 
selected districts. Meanwhile you anticipate that the measures which you haye Pays Sy 
will diminish the abuses of outstills and will materially reduce the evil’ of drunkenness in 
ate. ‘You consider that the main path to reform lies in more systematic inspection and 
closer control over the liquor shops, and tothis end you have invited the Chief pean 
sioner tq formulate proposals for increasing the staff of Excise Inspectors. i 


3x I desire to express my concun in the eff i oe 
with conn aad sdutied Cry aT ope ts lara ithe Sree fae taa ae 
wich, onthe inate and with the, co-peration of the planting comafan ia 
eavouring toestablish, have resulted in a material diminution of the a 
‘objection has been taken, oS Blea mee 
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The Gazette of Tndia. 


No. 31.3 CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, JULY 30, 1904. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS 


ASureuament to the Gazerte oy Inpia will be published from time to time, containing such Official Papers and 
information as the (pre may deem to be of interest to the Public, and as fully be made 
bnown, The Debates of the Legislative ‘Council of His Excellency the Governor General will in future be pul lished in 
Parr VI of the GazerTe. 

Won-Subscribera to the Gazxrrx may receive the SurPLamEnt separately on 6 payment if, XCF, Rupees per annsm if 
delivered in Calcutta, or eight Rupees if sent by Post, The repens Part VI of Ree saeeay be sub 
eribed for separately on a payment of Rupees siz per annum "f delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post. 

No Official Orders rowidet ications, the publication of which in the Gazetre® oF Inpia is required by Law, or which 





it has been customary Sein the CALCUTTA GAZETTE, will be included in the SurrLEMENT. ‘For such Orders and 
‘Notifications the body of the Gazerrs must be looked to. 
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ey ot COTTON imported by rail and_river and’by sea into CALCUTTA, the 
CHI, in May 1904, and from rst January to gist May 1904, and in 
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UANTITY {in hundredweight) of WHEAT imported by rail and river and by sea jnto CALCUTTA, the City 

- of BOMBAY, and ‘ACHI, in May 1904, and from rst January to 31st May rgo4, and in the 
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Simla, the 28th Fuly, 1904. 


_The loving statement of plague seizures and deatis reported in ae during “the Wray) he aa 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, ” # ch 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE, 





Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at8 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 28th July 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 
| the period. 


* ‘The quiet weather, which prevailed over the Indian region last week, has continued 
» during the week under review. A feeble barometric Ce apegt or storm passed from the 
+ head of the Bay to the Meerut district between the 22nd and the 25th, but the storm was at 

0 time of any intel , though it determined fairly heavy falls of rainto stations and districts 

$0 fre criboathood. ‘The Arabian Sea monsoon current was below, its normal strength 
throughout the week, and had fallen very light by the two last days. The Bay current was 
unsteady, but on most days flowed fairly freely into north-east India, The Bay monsoon 
current appears to have been diverted to some extent from Burma where the rainfall for 

the week was considerably lighter than usual, while on the other hand it flowed freely up 

f the Bay into Bengal. In consequence in part of the determination of the current to 
~~ hern India and in part of the action of the storm mentioned above the whole of northern 
iia, from Assam mate west as the south-east of the Punjab and including the east of 

| © Rajputana and Central India received generally heavier rain. than usual ‘and over the 
ter part of this area daily rain fell during the week, This general rain over northern 

* ‘ndia in the latter part of the week appears to have been due to the action of both branches 
‘of the monsoon current for while the Bay current blew freely into north-east India and to 
‘certain extent up the Gangetic Plain, there was from the north of the Arabian Sea across 
the Kathiawar Coast a very strong current which apparently gave rain to the hill and 

+ submontane regions of north-west India. ‘This current passed over Gujarat, the wést of 
Rajputana, Sind and the south and centre of the Punjab without depositing any moisture 
alparans and the greater part of this area was actually or practically rainless during 








‘The Bombay monsoon current as mentioned above was weak. It gave, however, daily 
rain to ‘the west coast stations, moderate showers to south India and light scattered 
showers to the Satpuras, the Deccan and the East coast districts. 


The rainfall table shows that the week's rainfall was normal or above the normal over 
‘Assam, Bengal, the cast Himalayas and sub-Himalayas, the west Himalayas and sub- 
Himalayas, the Patna, Cawnpore, Jhansi.and Jaipur subdivisions, and the south India and 
East coast (south) divisions. It was on the other hand deficient in all other parts of India 
and in Burma. The average actual rainfall for the week ranged from o'o4” in the North- 
west of area, o'09” in the Hyderabad subdivision, 0°11” in the Rajkot subdivision, 0°15” 
in the Bijapur subdivision and o'17” in the west Satpuras division to 11’08" in. the Dinajpur 
subdivision, 8-60" in the Narayangunj subdivision and 8:08” in the Brahmaputra Valley divi- 
a0 The rainfall was generally very deficient over western, central and north-western 

ndia, 





}«_BTbe seasonal rainfall is more than 20% below the normal over the Ludhiana subdivision 

cr ); the Lahore subdivision (—44%) ; the North-west dry division (65%) ;_ the 
5 jubbulpore subdivision (—35%) ; the Indore subdivision (—42%) ; the Gujarat ‘liston 
(62%) and the west Satpuras division (35 % )- 
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W. L. DALLAS, 


for Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India 
and Director Genfral of Indian Observatories. 


J. WILSON, 
Secretary toythe Ggvernment of India. 
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Season tia Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, ° 
28rd July 1904. : 


Madras.—The rainfall of the week whs good in parts of the danutor ot West Coast 


istri \d in the hills, and light to fair elsewhere. ere was no rain in Tinnevelly. _ Irri- 
Gates e aes are muficieal exe an parts Godavari, Kurnool, Bellary, Anantapur, Salem 
and Madura. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are in progress in parts. |The standing 
crops are in good condition, Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal outturn. Pasture 
is scanty in parts of Kistna, Nellore, the Deccan and the Southern districts, Fodder is procur- 
able. The condition of cattle is good. Prices are almost stationary. 


Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of Ratnagiri, Belgaum and 
ietaaeal youd in parte of Tings, ‘Koliba and ‘Nasik; sight "iu" pat’ of. Sarat Bean? 
Poona, Satara and Dharwar ; and very slight in parts of Thar and Perkat, Ahmedabad, the 


© Panch'Mahals, Broach, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Sholapur, Bijapur, Rajkot and Baroda. 


More rain is generally needed for autumn sowings and for transplantation, Water is deficient 
in canals in Sindh. Sowing of autumn crops is gencrally in progress, but is retarded for want 
of sufficient rain in parts of Broach, Surat, the Deccan, the Carnatic and Wadhwan. 
Transplantation is in progress in parts of Sindh, the Konkan, Nasik, Poona, Satara and 
Belgaum, but is retarded owing to insufficient moisture in parts of Sukkur and Thana, 
Autumn seedlings have been damaged by locusts in parts of Khandesh, Ahmednagar 
and Poona ; by insects in parts of the Upper Sindh Frontier and Bijapur ; by rats in parts 
of Hyderabad ; and are suffering for want of sufficient rain in parts of Ahmedabad, Nasik, 

hmednagar and Sholapur. Fodder-supply and agricultural stock are generally. sufficient, 

‘he water-supply is generally adequate, Prices have fallen in two{districts ; risen in two ; 
and are stationary elsewhere. 


Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was gencral, but not evenly distributed. ‘The 
districts of Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Muzaffarpur, Darbhanga, Purnea and Angul are in need of 
more rain. Excessive rain has caused some damage to crops in Midnapore, Hooghly, 
Howrah, the 24-Parganas and Shahabad. Transplantation of winter rice is in progress. 
Prospects are fair. Fodder and water arc generally sufficient. ‘The price of common tice 
has risen in six districts ; has fallen in seven ; and is stationary in the remainder, 


United Provinces.—Rain has been general during the week. The heaviest fall 6 to 9 
inches was in the Bundelkhand districts, where agricultural operations have in places been. 
stopped, owing to excessive rain; elsewhere autumn sowings have been completed and weed- 
ing has begun, ‘Transplantation of rice has commenced. Locusts passed through the 
Farrukhabad and Hardoi districts, but no damage was done. Supplies and fodder are 
ee and prices are stationary. 


Punjab.—Good rain has fallen during the weck in Delhi, Sialkot, Shahpur and in 
of the Umballa, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Lahore and Rawalpindi districts, Slight fallshare 
also been reported from other districts, except Mooltan. More rain is urgently wanted in 
Hissar, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Amritsar and Mianwali, The price of wheat is rising in Hissar, 
Ferozepore, Amritsar, Shahpur, Rawalpindi and Mianwali. The prices of other foodegraing 
are generally unchanged. Extra spring crops are still being removed in Lahore, - Sewin, 
of autumn crops are in progress in all districts, except on unirrigated lands in parts of Hissar, 
Ferozepore and Shahpur. ‘The standing crops are reported good in Delhi, Umballa, Lak, 
Amritsar and Sialkot, and fair in Jullundur and Ferozepore. The outturn of tobacco is 
reported to be good in Lahore. The cotton crop has been damaged to some extent by an 
insect called “ Toka ” in the Sialkot and Shahpar districts. Locusts appeared in parts of 


Hissar, but did no damage, Cattle are generally in good conditi i i 
in all districts except in parts of Delhi, ©" 9 1" 00d condition, sialon 


- “ie Sans etree Province—The rainfall of the 
inches in€ Hazara, and over one inch in Peshawar aad B. 

showers elsewhere. More rain is. still needed in all districts Dat ee pie as 
are in progress aye Prospects of the standing crops are generally good, ‘The canal 
aan pean y is sufficient and is increasing, Cattle are in good condition. Stocks of food-graii 
= zrendes 6 ample, Prices are falling in Peshawar, but are rising slightly in Dera onal 








week averaged 2 to 6 











ne poe fe al ae 
‘eae th i i ‘Ploughing ing have 
4 men haton. ‘araplcting bas begun in four ie districts. Ploughing for late © 
“sesamum has started in the gyi township of Lower Chindwin, In Tavoy early sowings 
have failed peer ome to heavy rains, are rans ite ae Spier ae sone 
radar We The ‘crop prospects are on thé whole 1 price fof paddy has 
fallen considerably in Thayetmyo and Katha and slightly at four other centres ; elsewhere 
unchanged, 


Central Provinces.—Light to ‘moderately heavy rain has fallen during the week 
in all districts except Amraoti. The heaviest falls were in the Vindhyan and Nerbudda 
Valley dist in Balaghat ; in other distrigts the falls were light. Sambalpur is the 
only district in which the rainfall up to date equals the averages elsewhere it is generally 
much in defect. More rain is urgently required in Seoni, Chhindwara, Nagpur, Chanda, , 
Bhandara, Raipur, part of Bilaspur.and the Berar districts.. Rice is being resown in eS 

in Sambalpur owing to’ the damage caused by excessive rain ; while lack of rain is delayil 
transplantation of rice in Seoni, Bhandara and Nagpi Autumn sowings continue an 





germination is ipeueely good. Weeding operations are in progress. Locusts are re] 


to be causing slight damage to the young crops in Hoshangabad, Betul, Chhindwara, 
Chanda, Raipur, Basim, Elk ° 
Prices show a slight tendency to fall. The price of gram in Betul has risen from 25 to 214 
Seers per rupee. - 

Assam.—There was heavy rain during the week in the Surma Valley and light to 
rea easlipaleiiete cds ialiing for wall teasaplantidg.O€ "late fice. 1 cession early 
rice ; and plucking and manufacture of tea are in progress. The prospects of tea are 
good in Cachar, Nowgong and Sibsayar-and fair elsewhere. The prospects of sugarcane” 
‘and cotton are generally fait and of jute fair in Sylhét anil the Garo ‘Hills and poor in 
Goalpara. Early rice promises a fair outturn in all districts, except Goalpara, Kamrup and 
Nowgong. Prices—common riceSilchar, 17; Sylhet and Dhubri, 16;  Tespur, 14; 
Gauhati, ‘gong, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh 13 seets per rupee. 

Mysore.—The rainfall of the week was good in Kadur, Shimoga, and fair in other © 

s of the Province. Prices are sea The standing crops are in good condition. 

‘he prospeets of the season are good. Cattle ane healthy, exeept ‘in ‘parts of Mysore 

and Ehitaldroog. Water and fodder. are available. fs 


Coorg.—Rainfall~six inches 34 cents, Transplanting jof rice continues, rio ef 
food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. 

Hyderabad-Rainfall—74 cents. _ Autumn and early tice ‘sowings continue and imore 
lands ate being prepared for sowings. Prospects are generally good. Prices—wheat 134, 
rice 11} and jwar 28 seers per haddi rupee. 


Rajputana. —Rain fell throughout Rajputana during the week except in the Marwar 
and Jaisalmer States. The maximum fall was 4. inches 7o cents at Karauli and the 
minimum 4 cents at Reni in Bikanir. Agriciltural operations are satisfactory. Ploughing 
and sowing for autumn crops are in progress. Agricultural .stock .is .in/a-satisfacto: 
condition. Fodder is generally sufficient. Prices.are rising in,five States ; falling in four; 
and -argsteady elsewhere. % 


‘Cetitral India—The rainfall of the week was general everywhere ;, it was insufficient 
in’parts of Inidére ‘and Bhopawar, but sufficient elsewhere. ‘Agricultural operations are in 
POSS here, but are retarded:by incessant'rain in’ Bundelkhand. Cropsare in good 
condition in Bhopal, Malwa .and Bi ar; fair in Indore ; and have,beemslightly: damaged’ 
by locusts in parts of Indore and .Bhopawar. Agricultural stock .and pasturage are 
generally good, Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and Baghelkhand; stationary 
in*Bundelkhand jad vising in Malwa‘and Bhopawar. 
sKashinir—The weather was bright and warm except on the last day of the week when 
thete was rain. “Prices are'stationary, - be 
”. ‘Jatin —There was good rain during the week. ‘Prices are fluctuating. Wheat 
| sells from 12 ‘to a4/and-marze 20 to-4 scets-per rupee. ‘The condition of the standing 
crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. Land is being yprepared for autumn sowings. 
__Nepal,—Rainfall 4°20 inches., The rainfall up to date is above the a » Th 
oly axaeote sgootl condition)’ butwould be benefited by more sunshine, "ethe price ef 
2 Hope | seers, per rupee. i i * . 





oS ae Witsony, 
Secretary to the Govern 





except in Kyaukse where 


a 


pur antl Wun. Grasshoppers have appeared in Raipur.  # 


| 
#, 
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Review of Irrigation in India in 1902-03. 


Read— 


Nore by R. N, Burn, Esq., Accountant General, Public Works Department, upon 
the accounts of Revenue and Expenditure of Irrigation Works in India for 1902-03. 


Provincial Revenue and Administration Reports of Irrigation Works for 1992-03 





Irrigation Works are divided into two main classes—Major and Minor Works—the 
former being sub-divided into (I) Productive and (II) Protective Works. » Capital and 
Revenue Accounts are kept for all Major Works, and the revenue due to them, whether 
directly in the form of water-rates and miscellaneous receipts, or, indirectly, on account of 
enhancements of land revenue due to irrigation, is shewn in the Annual Finance Accounts. 





A—Major Works, 
4.—Productive Works. 


2, The most important irrigation works in India are those classed as Productive 
Works, or works the capital cost of which has been wholly or mainly provided from loan 
funds in the expectation that they would prove directly remunerative, and that the net reve- 
nue derived from them would fully cover all charges for interest within a reasonable time 
after their completion, This expectation is never likely to be realized in respect of any of 
the four works constructed in Rengal, of the seven in Bombay (Deccan and Gujarat) and of 
the Kurnool-Cuddapah Canal and Barur Tank in Madras, The capital outlay recorded 
against these thirteen works to the end of the year under review amounted to Ks, 
9)77/29 525, on which the net revenue realized during the year yielded a return of 1°32 per 
‘cent, compared with o'go in rgot-o2 and o'81 and o'80, the averages of the past two 
triennia, The interest charges to the end of the year exceeded the net revenue by 


Rss. 9,21,19,093, the excess for the year being Rs. 25,25,271. The area irrigated by these 
works during the year was 884,373 acres, 


3: hese unfavourable financial resultsare, howevei, more than ‘balanced by those 
attained on the maining productive works now in operation, the net revenue on which 
Guring the year WB equivalent toareturn of 9°71 per cent. on the capital outlay. The 
general financial results of all the works of this class are shown separately by pene in 


the following statement. The totals are it into it 
sey ‘brought comparison with those of the two 








Financial results of Productive Works in operation. 


\ \Number 











Read Capital outlay | Net revenue of net 
Province. of i to end of in 
works, | Hasted, 1902-03 tore | veaplal 
. ‘s 
Irrigation. Actes, Rs. Rs. 


See AA ne cep aaa a “7 | 44781814 | 10,34,61,088 | 161791,948 | 11°39 
United Provinces of Agra and 








Qudh. +s 5 | 2241723 | 8,43.48,897 | 247344] 7°48 
meas re uiee scala Babe aRisa4. | 69780838 64,66,463 | 927 
a NGS ae Re RR 7 1,072,001 | 2,27,38,960 13,43)217 5'03% 
Bombay + + * 7 22,865 | 1,11,87,868 3,04,361 83 
Bengal: 9. tee St tet 3 798,029 | © 17.39199 | 9559887 | 1°55 

Bra iroccaiieece lbs ste 1 see 26,15,154 4,785 18 
Burma. 6 8 + * I 46,965,764 —3,667 pati 

Beats) —— 








Total, Imperial .| 39 36,05;68,155 | 2,68,09,311 743 


Native’States,' Punjab. t 1,52,36,633 9,93:291 652 





[| | 


GRAND TOTAL, IMPERIAL AND 
Native STATES— 


Hn NEON goal aOR re 11,852,669 | 37,58,04,788 | 2,78,02,602 740 











mpOTOR ee 38 | 11,678,283 |36,34:71,5%4 2,39:53,958 | 6°59 




















Fe Aa ina em 10,868,975 | 34,78:06,743 ot 733 


—<—<—<—$—$$—— 














—— 


* © Hijili ‘Tidal Canal, which is parely navigation work, 
+ Part ofthe works in the Punjab. 


. 

Of the increase of Rs. 1,23133,274 in the capital outlay as compared with rgot-o2, the 
addition of the Mandalay Can: i) Burma to the number of Productive Works in operation 
accounts for Rs. 46,99,764 and the transfer of the Upper Sutle} Inundation Canals in the 
Punjab from the category ‘of Minor Works to that of roductive Works for Rs, 8,46,691, 
the balance being incurred on the other works, 

‘The irrigated area is slightly higher than in 1901-02, in which year it exceeded all 
previous records. The Morass as Kompared with 1901-02, however, te mainly oe to the 
‘twansfer of the Upper Sutlej Tpundation Canals from Minor Works to Productive Works, 


4, The steady increase of area irrigated by the Productive Wétks is shown in the 
following table, in which the areas for the year ‘under consideration are compared with those 
of 1901-02 and the avera ‘of the last three trienniay #,¢., 1901-02 to 1893-94. In compari« 
‘son with the three preceding triennial periods every province shows a marked increase 
with the exception of the United Provinces, Bombay, and the Punjab Native States. In 
‘Benga’ and Madras there has been a slight falling off as compared with 1901-02. 
i's . 


2 > 





Pa EY: ee 


Actes. |" Acres, | Acres. | Acres. | Acres, 


© Punjeb s+ 4} ays | gatr,2do | 4012,579 | 3,305/205 | 1,897,495. 
United Provinces «| 241,728 | 2,452,743 | 2,308,149. | 2,989,290 | 1,409,052 
Madras . ra ‘| 2848,564 2,896,307 | 2,805,299 | 2,627,747 | 2,438,460, 
Sind . 4. «4 1)072,001:} 968,830} 912,803 | 690,834 5655759 
Bombay.  . - «| 2,865,] 27,489 | 26,904 | 30,095 “25,709. 
Bengal»... «| 796,099 | 841,126. 761,478 | 739,620 

Pes: a ee 2223 Rta 3] eae (oR 











Total Imperial + 14,462,209 11,297,691 (10,827,211 | 9,782,801 | 6,885,969 
Punjab Native States. | "390,460 | "380,592 | 385,930 | 424,290 | a13,754 
Hara i Han A 


Ke esis 


AE ay RT, SR SNE. aRURTEC, 
Toran [11,852,669 |11,678,283 J11,a13,141 |t0,207,091 | 7,099,723 
es sae 























te 
5: The areas irrigated by the different works in the Punjab are shown belo 








| AREA IRRIGATED. 
+ 





iliseeer ic i, “AVERAGE OF Lsishesiien 


During During 
|. 1902-03, | agor-o2. 

















RSC CE ETON See 


‘| “Aeres, || ‘Actes. | Acres. -|  Acres,+ 























‘Western Jumna, Imperial 2] $49,879 | “S50;016" 677,597 
Sithind—tnperial . —. J) 96y,g1'5)} 728,908 | 862,445 
BariDoab . . . .} 893,862] 856,04 | 784,156 
Chenabs  . =. «| 1,829,169 | 1,748,129 (762,661,, 
Upper Sutle} Canals “including” : rf 

“Lower Sohag and Para. 233,887 ss 
Sidhnai , se ed 60,9grel argyrg'a/ 
Be otic: inhi adh UAB ONE |, 1.85;967 | 

Total, Nimperial | gD ng | git 246. 
- Sirhind (Native Stata). 





(o) Copy Seiad fanaa: 






| was on | 


al outlay again ‘ip 1901-08 and 14°13 7 
api ey ae ie canals wll dovloping oad 


of 21°26 
‘and 2°12 per cent., the averages of the 
the ultimate percentage of profit has 














































1 } Averace oF Trignxius. ‘ 
"1 Dariog ‘ 
1992 0. 1901-02 
dy tonterailaiag Pale CS agers ADE 
b ° Acres. Acres, i 
“Ganges. .+ | 871862 | 1,956,803 | 1,030,835 
* Lower Ganges including Fateh-| 849,061] 786,161 | 732,136 | 871,130 |. 474625 
pur Branch, y 
Agra 236,721 | 260,727 | 238,444 244,442 | 162,063 J 
Eastern Jumna . +} 284,079 | 349,052 | 306,733 | 307432 183,133 
4 BANS Meas Ln sat ti, Vase 
TOTAL . 2,24%723 | 21452,743. |.2308,449, | 2,389,299 | 1400/95" » 
aes ae 














‘The net revenue from these canals, which in 1901 


-02 represented a return of 5°84 per 


nt, on the capital outlay, attained in the year under review its former level of, over 7. pet 


~ Scent. which was reali u 
‘ment was due to a better Kharif scason, 
in the table below in 
“of the preceding year 


during the five years. preceding 
all the canals contributing tothe increase, 
which are given the relative percentages of profit compared with those 
rand the past three triennia = 3 


1901-02. ‘The improve- 
as shown 























PERCENTAGE, 















jost ret 


she end of 1992-03 MY 
or over 5¢ times. 
with 1992-93 the 


Averace or TRIENNIUM, 











, 1899-1900 1896-97 180994 
to to to 
4901-02. 1898-99- 1805-96 
10°26 9°84 £643 
355 sor age 
553 





25°37 


founerative in the United Provinces: 

s exceeded the interest charges 

Soe Siem) 

et ean fie : * re 
: 3 vera 











































acts 
1898-99 ane 

: . ; ae Acres. Acres, Acres. ‘Acres. 

: Srivaikuntam Anicut + 44,526 44,161 43,655 41,518 37,702 
Godavari: + | 810,634 | 830,855 | 804,995 | 770925] 721,459 
Kidma , . ss «| 627,850 | 629,580 | 606,311 | $23,004 | 504,643 

"\ penner . ve a | 163,641 | 160,726 | 153,048 | 148,378 | ° 146,673 
Kurnool . Pe AAR Not 60,154 68,532 69,302 61,066 32,622 
Periyar. - . + «| 154068} 153,862] 141,987 | 90,160 ae 
BarurTank .° . «| 5,395] 51971 5354] 4587] 4944 

NM Cauvery Delta =. .—.| 982,356 | 994,220 | 980,644 | 987,016 | 991,016 

TOTAL  3)806,907 | 2067 ry 








2,848,554 1307 | 2,805,296 | 2,627,744 | 2,438,459 























The area irrigated in the year under review, though slightly lower than that of 1901-02" 
in which year the irrigated area was the largest on record, shows however an increase oyer 
the averages of the previous three triennia. e 


‘The net revenue fell to 9:27 per cent. on the capital outlay compared with 9'55 per cent, 
gin 1901-02, 


‘The percentage returns on the different systems for the year compared with the previous © 
year and the three previous triennia are— 













































—$—$ 
f PERCENTAGE, 
Pra GA Averson or TRiexniuat: ° 
1902-09 | 1901-00. 
Godavati Delta . . 18°41 19't7 
f Kistna Delta. . 0. , 15°81 16°20 1571 12°94 
Gouvery Deltas. . 6, 98°46 29°84 3r't7 44°00 | 
be Wein a, Ria aha eee, 501 533] 486 5°05 
Kurnool-Cuddapah . feds 0'52 o's2 |” 0°37 os 
Ro Ty) Sing 1143 vga] ° 354 > 147 | 
Srivaikantam .0))) 204 ; 
Moai Beflyar si... 




































eae Averace of Trrexntum, 

During itinstig | ea nue anole ee 

1902-03. 39017c2 | 48991900 | 1896-07 1893-94. 

to to to 

1901-026 1898-99 1895-96. 

Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, Acrts. 

deems et a ee 269,358 | 216,514 | 133,483 the ase 
esert . re . +] 187,061 145,285, 140,912 113,967 96,131 
Unharwah «fw 64,350 7,325 79,248 78,818 50,979 
Begari . 0. w+ | 225,012 | 222,515 | 255,803 | 237,171 | 200,735 
Eastern Nara . 256,938 | 241,588 | 281,097 | 260,879 2170953 

Et 4 4 ‘3 % 60,256 56,241 18,747 Nil, ‘il, 

Mahiwah Sark er ey 8,426 | 10,363 3454 Nil. Nil. 
f es sn ie ts 
ToraL 1,072,001 | 968,831 | 912,804 | 690,835 | 565,749. 
cote sa Ne deat te wy 

















There has been a gradual falling off in the net revenue from 7°66 per cent, on the 
per cent, in sgot-02 and to 5°03 


capital outlay in 1900-01 to 5°92 


This is partly due to the large expen 
developing, being taken into account from the year 1901-02. 
4778, respectively, on the Dad Canal and the Mahiwah 

‘a net reveriue of Rs. 53,105 and Rs. 14,124 in 1901-02 jf 
canal 


working of Rs. 26,092 and Rs, nt 


De in 1902-03 compared wit 


this is due to the great increase in the amount of the working expenses under the head 


clearances as the gross receipts were normal, 
Percentage returns on capital outlay are : 


diture on the Dad and Mahiwah 
There has been a loss in 


r cent, in 1902-93. 
‘anals, which are ai 























‘Name of work. 


ith 187 in 
are 






PERCENTAGE+ 













Averacs or Tarenxtum, 


9. In Bombay (Deccan and Gujarat) the return on the capital expendituge was 1°83 » 


1901-02 and with 1°84, 1'60 an 2°06 for the p?evious three 
with those of other provinces ; the extent of the 


small compared 
‘by them continues steady with slight variations, 


» 


* 


+ 
. 








Acres 








Sone. Zit . e) 483,567 
* -Midnapur see | 87464 8; 73322 
OFA se on wn hresl ea OSs 191,832 
* Tora. _.| 796,029 | 841,226 | 761,478 | 739,620 
pe see 





The Hijili Canal, which is a ly navigation channel, paid o'r8 per cen. on the 
capital eae compared with o fo in doe Fa 053, V6e sae 0°20, the previous triennial 
averages, The navigation reccipts on the Bengal canals have suffered from the competi- 
tion of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, 

11 In addition tothe 39 productive works now in aperat’on, three new works were. 
under construction during the year, véz,, the Shwebo Canal in Upper Burma, and the 
Naulakhi and Nasrat Canals in Sind, The total outlay on these works to the énd of the year 

he {excluding interest-charges) amounted to Rs -32,10)483, of which Rs 15,75,157 were expend- 
ed during the year. In addition Rs 73,98,003 were spent on works now in operation, 

‘inci iy on extensions or improvements which are likely. to ‘remunerative and to 
increase the efficiency of these works. The total capital expenditure on irrigation works 
during the year, therefore, amounted to Rs. 89,73)160 against Rs, 86,07,157 in the previous 
ear, One new work was opened during the year, vis, the Mandalay Canal in Upper 
* "No capital expenditure was incurred during the year on navigation works. 














































© Il—PROTECTIVE Works. 
|. 1a. Protective irrigation works are those which have ‘been sanctionedin. consi 
of their value as famine protective works, but without any expectation ‘of'their 
directly remtnerative. The cost,of their construction has been met from the famine: 
There are at present six of these works in operation, particulars of which are shown in the 
statement below : 
Financial results of Protective Works in opePation. 
‘ ‘Area irrigated |Capital outlay | Net revenue | Return * 
‘ Name of work in t0 end of in on capital 
1902-03 | 1b0a-0g | _ a902-03 . 
Acres. Rs. Rs, 
Swat River Canal. —.| North-West] . 173,772 | 41)66,252 | 440,815 
Fron tier a 
ie at ; Province, 
ta Betwa’ Canal + + «| United Prov- 64,457 | 45:44,011 | —23,858 
?, ances: y i 
Rushikulya Project F 9 
naprid Tae oc sar ot ies (oes 
Nira Cangh 
Shetphal‘Tank 
Total 1902-03. 
e 


















1,052 acres in 1901-02, Fee the decree 
rainfall te an sot no falling off in the net revenue as 
area under ne, which pays a high rate, was the lar; on record, , 
_ The Shep ay which came into operation in the Rabi season of 1901-03, earn- 
‘net revenue of 129 during the year under review, 
Thearea aaa during the year is well above the average of the last three triennia 
for all on ‘as is shown by the following statement : 






Protective Works. 
—E—_———————————— 


















































AREA IRRIGATED. : 
{SURI BOI rs Sana die ES Stl 
‘Average ov Trrenxiua, 
Name of work. Province: . 
During | Daring | 
190203+ | 1901-02 | jg99-1900,| 1806-97 | 1893-94 
to ‘to to 
. tgot-02, | 1898-99, | 1895-95. 
ean he 
Actes. | Acres, | Acres.| Acres, | Acres. 
Swat River. North-West Frontir | 173,772 157,829 | 160,655 | 133,801 | 94,640 
TOVINCE.. 
Betwa .. «| United’Provinces «| 64,457 | 48,757 | 39,550 | 58,620 | 20,712 ; 
Rushikulya . .|Madras . . «| _92:309 | 85,365 | 83,237 | 71,203 | 23,833 
Nira y 
+|Bombay . + «| 39177 | 59,332 | 52586 | 48,089 | 29,772 
Mhasvad ——  —___ , ——_ iS dP 
Total . | 369,805 | 351,293 | 336,028 | 311,713 | 168,957+ 
— a= 7 
13, The particulars given in the following statement relate to all Major Works (Pro- 
aycive and Protective) taken together : aa 


Irrigation statistics of Productive and Protective Works in operation. 


Average | Working | Pei 
Batimatea, | Average | ‘ate of | expenses | of working 














Provinee. lAea irrigated.| value of revenue es 
lemted) Meron | PEPE laesned per] acre | on gram 
« "gers. | itrigated, | revenue. 
5 ise 
. Acres, “Rs. Rs, Rs. Rs. Per cent. 












johelada Frontier Prov-| 173,772 45;69,546 263 
ce, 
Punjab, Imperial «| 4473814 | 12,01,33,840 268 
Putsiab, Native States | ,460 | _'99,08,008 
United Provinces . + 8, 97,93,488 
Madtas : : 7:87,39,00: 
187,813.41 
64,590,840 
2)72,90,320 
1,80,035 oe ‘0 


112,222,690 | 34,68,76,620 


« |t2,029,876 | 36,22,14,130 


. peat 35:46,23,015 



























1e 1-02 the general ae are alnigee identical, 
= tore of the provinces, the most Important of which are noted 


pect of the average value 0 ‘the crops, cee 
32°6 








‘ s. 38'1 per ae re IY per 
fice. The United Provinces have increased from 
Rs. 72 per acre on account of higher prices having been obtained 
Only in Bombay has there been any large variation in the average assessme! 
in this bee has iivased from Rs, 6'o per acre owing to the increase in the area of h 
rated crops. i ; 
Working expenses have risen i Bombay from Rs. 2°8 per acre, owing to an incresse 
in the charges for repairs and establishment. The working sat in Burma are neces- 
sarily high owing to the small area irrigated by the Mandalay Canal, which was epee for 
fal irrigation in the year under review j as irrigation develops, the rate of working 
expenses per acre will decrease, . 
‘The variations in the rates of assessed revenue and working expenses account for the 
* variations in the percentage of working expenses on gross revenue. 
The total area irrigated has increased by 193,114 acres and the estimated value of 


crops has decreased by Rs. 1,53:37)510 


B—MinoR Works. 


I1-=Works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts are kept. 

14. All expenditure incurred in the construction and development of minor irrigation 
works is met from revenue. These works are treated as provincial in all provinces 
Pxcept Sind, Bombay, Baluchistan, Rajputana and the Punjab, in which all but a few 
works are Imperial, Capital and Revenue Accounts are kept for 83 of the larger and more 
important minor works, and the financial results attained during the year under review are 
shown in the following statement : 


Financial results of Minor Works in operation for which Capital and Revenue 
Accounts ave kept. 






























—= = 

Number Capital outley | Net re- 

Province, ‘of |Aren irrigated to end of venue in 

works. 1902-03. 1902-03. 

Irrigation. Acres. Rs. Rs, 
North-West Frontier Prove] 1 ae, 4)78,733 | 109,864 
ince. 

Punjab . . . 235,087 13,01,719 | 1)04,129 
Madras. | . . 584,08, 1304,88,043 7:89,020 
United Provinces . + 137,375 31,69,540 87,605 
» 29,728 


8,53,684 

37,933 
9,496 
2,751 
905,745 


rat). 
Bombay (Sind) 
Rajputana oe 
Baluchistan. 


a 
f 4 
Bombay (Deccan and Guja|: 26 | 38,237 | 76,13,959 
S| 794530 |  4t,70,417 
3 26,199 30,89,122 
rae 3 2,939 | 16,93,918 


gal Or fan ie 
Pires (éahaakments\c1| Ca. | aantdp' ly oisaace 


34)53,416 















Total Irrigation— 


190203. «| -77 | 2,256,277 |. 3)61,68,297 | 29,13,468 


32:11,833 


rgoroz «| 73. | 25428,375 | 358,956,336 
rgoomr  . | 7. 26,50,056 


a 
fo 
a 
& 
z 
i 


3553;745149 

















Nav gation 1902-03. 
Madras. . 4 3 
: sent < 93,32,296 | —26, 
Cn Se Sa 2 we 1,16,36,265 i yates 
6] .. |. 2,09,80,064 











Total Navigation 






AREA IRRIGATED, 















































(AveRAce oF TRIENNIUMe 
t During Daring 2 
aN a y 1902-03, 1901-02 | 1899-1900 seca 
to to to . 
tgoro2. | 1895-95 
i z 
i Acres. Acres. Acres. Acres, Acres, | 
Imperial a He 
| Punjab. - . . «| 235,087 | 383,699 |, 519,448 709,833 | _ 691,615 
‘United Provinces .  . + |_-:1379375 | 115,947 ey 148,376 | "97,562 © 
Mads. 06-0 +s 584,081 | 568,364 3255: 540,911 | 489,056 
Sind |. kt} 29890 | 846,608 | 831,324 | 804.048 | 774518 
Rombar aie oe a eke Nee hice | eae 25)360 
Ramee nissan etiam abe Wake * E> 24,088 24,100 33:539 33,131 ‘ 
luchistan . ; :- 2,939 172 5)345 5,33 5,667 
Burma SDT] 4zqi7a9 | 440,046 | 493,27 | 396,906 | 35008 
ToTAL IMPERIAL — | 2,256,177 | 2,428,823 | 2,521,472 | 2,678,690 | 2,467,520 
| ested nail teal Re 
Punjab, Bikanir State.  - 5632 7153 9,945 6,344 
© Granp Tota. «| 2,261,809 | 2,435,976 | 24531,417 | 2,685,034 | 2,467,520 
—= 




















‘The transfer of the Lower Sutle} and Chenab Inundation Canals in 1900-01 and of the 
Upper Sutle} Inundation Canals in 1902-03 from Minor Works for which Capital and 
Revenue Accounts are kept to Minor Works for which only Revenue Accounts are Kept and 


to Productive Works, respectively, largely accounts for the apparent reduction in arca 
irrigated, 
‘The net revenue in the Punjab was 7°99 per cent. on the capital outlay compared with 
25709 in 1901-02 and 16°57, 21°41 and 19°96, triennial averages : the decrease was mainly 
doe to the transfer, to the category of Productive works, of the Upper Sutlej Inundation 
¢ Canals, which yielded a return of 43:20 per cent. in the preceding year and averages of 
16°74, 10°56 and 16°66 per cent. in the three triennia. In the case of the United Provinces 
the net revenue was 2"76 per cent in 1902-03 compared with 1 72 in 1901-02 and 3'23, 5°OE 
and 2°96, triennial averages. "i 
Raj gave a return of 1°23 per cent, against gor in 1901-02 and —1'37, 3'06 and 
3°94, triennial averages. 

‘The works in Bombay earned a net revenue of Rs, 27,728 against a loss.of Rs. 44,223 
‘190t-02., | 
" ‘The working expenses exceeded the gross revenue in Bengal by Rs.2,751 and in Baluchise 
_tan by Rs. Dok mn 
‘The area shown in Burma is not under irrigation, but represents the area of cultivation 
on lands reclaimed by river flood embankments, the revenue ‘of which is credited to the — 
capital account of the works, This area in 1902-03 was Jess than that of 1901-02 by 2,317 — 

are, i 3 . i 

















1V.—Works for which only Revenue Accounts are kept. 


are numerous Minor Works for which separate Capital Accounts are not 
works ate too small, or because they have not been constructed by the — 
which has simply undertaken their improvement and maintenance. For » 

we Accounts ate maintained ; ae ae credited witha share of the 

‘on their maintenance and are ited with all incurred 
















Burmy  . + + 716732 














BA se rt ote 96,272 
Punjab. . . 9,319,839 
© © Bombay, including Sind. - 19,93,628 | 11,60,259 
Total 1902-03 1,846,330 |  37;26,47 31,08,360 
» Egot-o2 2,064,001 20,001 31,95,522 
» 1900-01 2,581,829 | §0,84,737 | 29,09,985. 

















—— ’ 
The considerable decrease in revenue is due to large remissions owing to failure of the 
autumn rains in Burma and a decrease of 200,000 acres in the area irrigated in Sind. _ 


Vi—Works for which neither Capita | nor Revenue Accounts are kept. 


18. There is a third important class of Minor Works in the Madras Presidency for 

which neither Capital nor Revenue Accounts are kept. These include over 28,000 tanks 

j Wi 6,000 irrigation channels, the improvements and repairs of which are executed by the, 

‘Public Works Department, or, in the case of the ‘smaller works, hy civil officers: the ex- 

eae during 1902-03 amounted to Rs. 28,12,160, of which about one-fifth was spent 

by ci officers.” The areas charged as irrigated by these small works in 1902-03 aggregat- 

3,436,651 acres, or more than all the Major Works in the Presidency taken together, 

ee compared with 3,334,518 acres in 1901-02 and 3,111,902, 3,144,652 and 3,380,392 acres, 

averages of previous triennia, and the revenue derived therefrom amounted to Rs. 91,23,3575 
the figure for the previous year being Rs, 85,38,579. . 

































Rie 19. The following table summarizes the results of irrigation for all India during 
1903-03 and compares them with those of the two previous years : 
Financial and Irrigational Results of Irrigation Works in operation in India. 
= SE == — Ss 
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.—Major 8,61,1 6, (3 
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Capa aad Retenie 715570358 | 5112, 3015,924 5°28 
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ewe Ee wh 
— s for which neither 
Capital nor Revenue Bia a 
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44,12,11,545 
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att ts the Governor General and Chit Com- 
‘missioner, North-West Frontier 
‘The Accountant General, Public Works Departyent 
also; that the Review and the note be published in the Supplement. tathe 





‘Ordered, 
Gazette of India. 
Ordered, further, that {the Review and note be forwarded to His Majesty's 
see Ticieis iniiator tormatins ' bares 
“SIDNEY PRESTON, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
‘ 
* 
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Accompaniment to Public Works Department Review No. 1062-0. W. L., 
dated 26th July 1904. 


Note by B. N. Burn, Esy., ‘Aooountant General, Publio Works Department, upon the 1 
So ate of Reyenue and Expenditure of Irrigation Works in India for 1902-1908. 


‘fgaroa in th Rtatomonts embodied in this note aro taken from the Finaugo and Reyenne Acoounts of the 
ove gt Sadia, Adaaiateative hogonnt ofthe Pablio Works Departmont,,and tho statement of Financial 
1, Irrigation Works in India are divided into Major and Minor Works; Major Works 
being farther sub-divided into Productive, or those which are expected to pay the cost of ‘Up. 


+ Keepand also interest: on Capital outlay, and Protective, which are caleulated to guard t 
a probable future expenditure in relief Tt distress, For the purposes of this note Minor Works 
are sub-divided into— ‘ 


(a) Works for whieh Capital and Reyenue Accounts are kept, 
(8) Works for which Capital Accounts are not kept, 


Works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts ate kept. 
2 The ee financial result ofall works—both Irrigation and Navigation—for which 

















































Capital and Revenue Accounts are weit is as follows :— 
ae Proegre | ge | ae | nome, 
%e bi ‘ i 
tet a Py ag & ete 
sista ouTLAy— “deta 
During 190251908... le 89,73,160 ° 786,779 eco 1,11,69,633, 
(a) ‘ 
‘To ond of 1902-1908 + «| 86,87,78,638 7,06,747 | 6,71,67,858 z 5 
© nayaxvw Accounr, 1903-1905— - o i bcos 
Gross Reronue 3 . |) $,89,83,147 980,004 61,12,128.| , 4,50,81,979 
‘Maintonance and ‘working : | 1,91/98,836 | 365,375 20,96,204 | * 1,45,85,415 
‘Net Rovenus ‘ +} Biesjoo,gi1:) 681.980 80,15,924 | 3,04,45,461 
Interest | 18604950) 0) 882808) tie 
Bet rot after paying interest on Copital) —1'31,65)052 |» 261/075 i KS 
Seog if net revenue of the year on | 
eet outlay to horn at the year 4} 737) 261 6:28 685 
ik { 256 583 638 
an 5 3900-400 So eaee 709 222 498 oe 
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\ Mas for the fret timo, been i 
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5 .. ; 
# i 4 pak: 
sre are 42 works so classed, one of which, the Hijili Tidal canal in is 
agen work. ‘The Secreta ry of State in his eae 50 P.W., dated 18th Obes 
1901, sanctioned the Upper Sutlej system of Im capals in the Funjab, which was. 
previously classed as a Minor Irrigation Work, being classified as a Produstive Work, and the 
Lower Sohag and Para canal being included in the same system, the whole being ‘treated as 
one Productive Work, ‘The accounts of these canals have _been amalgamated from 1st April 


te erry 
4, Of the 42 works classed as Productive, three* we re not open for irrigation by the end « 











of 19021903, and thirieen, that is, all the canals 
rene oa in Bengal and in the Deccan and Gajarat, as also 
ula the Kurnool canal and Barur tank in Madtas. have 


- failed to fulfil the conditions of Productive Woyks, 

5, The Capital invested on the construction of Productive Works at the end of 1902-1908 

amounted to 236,87,78,634, and the net revenue derived from them during that year was 

‘R2,68,09,311, or a reborn of 7°87 per eont. on the Capital outlay, against 0°72 por cout. in the 

at year. ‘Tho increase was ra to the development of irrigation from the canals in the 
‘anjab and a better Aharif season in the United Provinces. 

6. The Mandalay canal was opened this year for partial irrigation, but the revenue real- 
ized during the yedr on this canal, as also on the Jhelum canal which was opened in 1901+ 
1902, was small. As the irrigation from them and the other canals under construction becomes 
fally developed, the net profit from Productive Works may be expected to show a considerable 
increase, . 

7. At the ond of 1902-1908 there were $2,550 miles of open Productive Irrigation canals, 
i a $!,421 miles open at the end of the previous year, the increase being chieby duo to 
ndditions to open works in the Punjab. The acreage irrigated during 1902-1903 amounted 
to 11,461,990 acres, against 11,297,381 acres in the previous year. 

8, Statements I and II show in detail the financial ‘results of individual Productive 
Works, the irrigated area, and the mileage open. It will be seen from Statement No. 1 thatthe 
‘net revenue from these works up to the end of 1902-1908 exceeded the accumulated interest 
charges by #211,45,04,238; the highest not profit during 198-1903 was obtained from the 
projects in the Punjab; next follow Madras, the United Provinces, and Sind, The works in 
the other Provinces have not yet paid off the interest charges. 


Proteoriye Works, 


9, As the term implies, canals so classed are constructed on a consideration of the protec- 
tion they give against famine without any expectation of a return eufficient to pay interest and 
working expenses. There are twelve canals.so classed, five of which are still under construc- 
tion, 

10. The Capital expenditure on these 12 canals to the end of 1902-1908 smounted to 
RL,$7,66,747 or to R2,20,56,312 if the expenditure on unopened works and on the Gokak canal 
is ted. These oj canals gave a net revenue of #6,21,229, of which the Nira canal 
in Bombay accounted for #1,78,892 and the Swat River canal in the North-West Frontier 
Provinoe for #4,40,815, the latter canal having paid the maintenance and interest charges of 
re ‘and returned a net profit of R2,80, 658, equal to 6°78 per cont. on the Capital invested 
in 

11. At the end of the year there were 1,327 miles of open protective canals, against 
1,809 miles at tho end of the previous year. ‘The aron irrigated du ring tho year amounted to 
870,021 acres, of which 178,772 acres were irrigated by the Swat River caval, The acreage 
irrigated during the year was in excess of thit irrigated in 1901-1902 by 18,728 acres, 

“12, Statements III and IV slow in detail the financial results of individual Proteetive 
Works, the irrigated area, and the mileage open of each, 


Mixon Wonks, 
pe «  , Works for which Capital and Revenue Accounts are kept. ad 


18. Thexd were 86 works 0 classed in 1902-1908, $4 of which are in Bombay and 
2 in adr Of these 86, six are purely navigation works, four being in Madras and two 


14, The expenditure incurred on the construction of Irrigation Works alone amounted 
to 23,61,68,297 at the end of 1902-1903, and the net \sotronth during that year to 
B20,15,461, or a return of 8-05 per cent.on the Capital outlay, against 8°95 per cent in the 
previous years The decrease was berg due to the transfer of the Upper Sutlej Tnundation 
canals to tho category of Productive Works. Although these works are constructed for the 

eral improvement of the country, andnot as remunerative «works, still many of them are 

peying ny, over 4 per cent, on the ital invested in them ; and one, wiz, the 

canal in Sind has paid over 100 per cont, luring the year under review, 
a ca acluaise bod shown beet Burma, bigest acres, which is not under 
int ny nt 6 area of cultivation on reclaimed by river 

a ip ares halguted by Minor Trigation Works darin, 1902-1008 “wes sere a vt 
against 1,988,829 acres in the previous year, or a dectense au 8:54 por cent, Cie 

: 16. ‘The Capital outlay to end of 1902-1908 on the six navigation canals amounted to. 

- 22,00, eek ro the eh renee during Jase t0 Ppa ‘The whole of this was 

Calcutta and Eastern wi @ return of 1:96 | ‘on the 





ite 8 All the othér ns vigation 
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7 ar sien vat 
eithc which Capital Aecounts are not kept. Bi a kc 
‘The works under this head aro numerous and are all small works, many of which 
wero’ constructed ab the time of the Native rale in India. The cost of their construction can- 
‘not now be ascertained, and separate Capital and Revenue accounts are not ieee ye ig 
them. ‘The enhanced land revenue due to theso works is assescod and collected along with the — 
ordinary land reyenue and accounted for in the Civil Accounts, 
19, The following statement shows the direct. receipts and expenditure of these works, and 
compares the transactions of the year 1902-1908 with those of the previous four years 







Provincian. Locav. Toran, 
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a] 98as0 |... 
(1,24,425 | 18,59,776 ee 
(2,48,872 Roun 18,106 

41,839 | 71,625 | 36,207 








































ws w= | 12,081 i 
49,526 | 87,07,043 |... 

Toran von 1902-1003 . 2,409,888 | 29,95,190 4.64,104 | 62,14,186 | 66,484 | 68,056 |7,80,586 q 
1901-1992 . |2,74,019 | 22,25,721 4,54,966 | 66,56,120 | 94,641 46,351 |8,24,526 ¥ 
1900-1901 < {1,410,588 | 92,57,068 6,17,276 | 62,86,000 | 49,483! 16,889 |7,07,207 | 
1899-1900 «| "87,686 | 17,17,605 (6,90,998 | 60,28,394 | 47,762 | 20,782 [8.06 4 
1898-1899 | 79,090 | 16,17,890 (6,91,850 | 47,97,500 | 54,730 | 28,450 |8,25,170 : 











20. The receipts during 1902-1908 fell short of those of the previous year by Rs. 43,990, 
‘The decrease was due to. a falling off of the revenue from the Chenab Inundation canals in by: 
the Punjab, and from other smaller works in that Province which are in charge of Civil 
officers. Owing to larger grants having been made available for expenditure in #ll Provinces, 
except Burma, tho expenditure during 1992-1903 exceeded that of the previous year by 
Rs, 18,47,239. The increase would have been larger had it not been for a decrease of 
Ks. 3,66,654 in Burma where the programme of expenditure was smaller than in the previous g 
bi : General. 
21, The surveys and investigations which were commenced in 1901-1902, under the 
orders contained in Government of India, Revenue and Agricultural Department, Kesolution 
No, 3~61-1-F., dated 13th March 1901, with the object of obtaining information to place 
before the Commission appointed to enquire into the scope for further irrigation in each Pros 
Vinoe, were continued during Re. 1902-1003, The cost of these surveys and investigations, as 
thes Rs. well as of the Commission itself, was charged to the 
SSurveys ss ws head  85—Construction of Protective Irrigation ~ 
+ Terigation Commission . «1 Works,” asin the previous year, anda sum of Rs. 
Toran 7,15,343 * was debited on these accounts, against 
——_ Re, 4,851,594 in 1901-1902, 


22, The General result of Irrigation Works for which Capital and Re¥enue’ Accounts 

* bie ge et exclusive of navigation canals, is brought out in Statement WII, At the : 
‘end of 1902-1903 the State had spent Rs, 42,10,98,528 on the construction of these works 
and received a net revenue of Its. 3,03,39,216 during the year, which is equivalent to-720 





EF 





fakes 


_ per vent. on the invested. The area irrigated and the area of cultivation on lands f 
reclaimed by river embankments in Burma amounted to 14,088,188 acres, or 22,013 1 
‘square miles. a 
R. N. BURNS 





Accountant General, P. W. Di 





Documents accompanying, 
Statement showing the financial results, as affecting 
“the govere), 





in respect of the con- 
"Works un India during, 
1908. * 


dated 28rd May 1904. 


of India, Public Works Dopartiient. 
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EXAMINATIONS. 


REFORM OF THE EXAMINATIONS IN THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE, 





Nos. 493-—=505- 
Simla, the 2nd August, 1904. 
RESOLUTION. 


The Government of India have had under their consideration the E eeues of reforming 
the examinations in the Persian language, which are at present conducted under the rules 
contained in the Home Department notification no. 1, dated the and January 1880, so as to 
give them a more practical character. Experience has shown that the present system of 
Simination is not calculated to ensure such a knowledge of the spoken language as it is 
essential that officers should have in dealing with Persian-speaking people. ‘The. Governor 
General in Council attributes the failure of the present system in ‘this eee largely to the 
fact that most of the existing text-books are antiquated and do not introduce candidates to 
modern and colloquial Persian, In order to remedy these defects the Government of India 
were inclined to abolish, so far as the high proficiency and degree of honours examinations 
are concerned, the requirement that candidates must be examifed in certain prescribed text- 
books, and to leave it to them to acquire the language in their own way and to prepare 
themselves generally for the tests prescribed. It seemed to them that such a reform would, 
by encouraging a wider reading, conduce to a more healthy knowledge of the language 
than can be acquired by the constant re-reading of a few selected ‘text-books. With the 
object of assisting candidates in the choice of their reading, the Governor General in 
Council proposed to publish a list of typical books and literature suitable in point of difficulty 
to the character of the high proficiency and degree of honour examinations respectively. It 
was intended, not that the examinations should necessarily be confined tothe literature 
indicated in the list, but that the passages sct for translation at either examination should be 
selected from writings of a standard ol difficulty as neatly identical as possible with that of 
the listed books. The Government of India thought that it would be necessary to retain 
text-books for the higher standard examination, and the only change which they contem- 
plated making in respect of that examination was the substitution of more modern works for 
the existing text-books, 





2, Upon these proposals the Government of India invited the opinion of the Governments 
of Madras and Bombay in both of which presidencies examinations in the Persian language 
are held, Both the Government of Madras and the Government of Bombay have concurred 
generally in the suggested reform, The latter Government have, however, urged that, 
in the interests of sound scholarship, candidates for the degree of honour test should be 
required to read in addition to modern works at least to masterpieces (one prose and one 

try) of ancient classical literature, To secure uniformity of standard the Government of 
‘adras recommend that the new rules should declare, either that there should be two sets 
of papers, one containing questions taken from the books scheduled as typical, and the other 
from books outside the list, or that all the questions should be set from books outside the 
list. Upon consideration of these suggestions the Government of India have decided to 
modify their original proposals by directing (a) that the degree of honour test shall com= 


prise the whole range of the language and demand a knowledge of classical as well as ahs 
n 


modern Persian, and (6) that half the passages for translation at the high proficiency al 


degree of honour examinations shall be selected from the listed works and half from works of 
a similar standard of difficulty. 


Alter consideration of the various suggestions which they have received as to the 
literature which should be included in the model list, the Government of India have selected 
those specified in the annexed schedule as represeriting the most suitable examples of 
Persian literature for the purpose in view. A list of the grammars which are recommended 
as most likely to assist students in their reading has also been included in the schedule. 


3. An important part of the examination consists of testing the ability of a candidate in 
reading and translating manuscript fluently. The Government of India understand that candi- 
dates hrave hitherto been hampered in preparing themselves for this portion ,of the examin- 
ation by the difficulty of obtaining Gaabactcy specimens of Persian correspondence, and they 
therefore obtained specimens of correspondence from Teheran and Bushir which, they 


de * ee © 





sed specimens can be obtained on 
Bs bh mei ong es noted officers., 
et bithe analog ie oe ra Ghat Goa oeuany eed aeoald 
y tothe Civil cay, ary Examination inci it 
Committe Bombay ve © remain anotereas exce| ‘ners bert gts 
high proficiency examination, the passages set for translation, from Pea into English 
should not necessarily be in narrative style. Fi 


4. The only change which will be made in respect of the high er standard examination 
"is the ‘substitution of more modern works for the existing text-books. The following are 
‘the works which the Govetnor General i in Council has decided to prescribe in future for 


‘this purpose : 
4, Aselection (to be made) from the ‘ TafikheisSasaniyan’ 
2. A selection (to be made) from the ‘ Safar-Nama-i-Shah-i-Iran,? 
» 3 ‘ Narrative of Mrs. Hortestet’ translated by Itimad-us-Sultana, 









ORDER—Ordered that a copy of the above resolution be forwarded to the local Gove 


Madras. Burma, ernments and Administrations marginally noted, 
Seni ng Genel Piovinees and to the Military and Foreign Departments of 
Unie rProvines. | Ene ‘the Government of India. 

Punjab. ’ F, Provinces 


Ordered also, that the resolution be published in the Supplement to the Gasette of 
‘udia, 


H. H, RISLEY, 
Secretary to the Government of India 
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SCHEDULE. 

i ‘ 
LIST OF WORKS FOR THE GUIDANCE OF CANDIDATES IN THEIR READING: 
IN THE 
PERSIAN LANGUAGE, 

i HIGH PROFICIENCY. * 
Prosem < 
1, Gulistan. 
2, Siyahat Namasi-lbrahim Beg. 
3, Haji Baba Ispahani. 
4. Asarei-Ajam. 
5. Autobiography of the Amir Abdur Rahman, 
6. Malcolm's Histroy of Persia (Mirza Hairat), t 
7. Mukalama-i-Saiyyat-i-Irani, 
Poctry— 
8, Diwan-i-Andalib. 
9, Diwan-i-Sarkhush, 
Newspapers— 
10. Ittila’. 
it. Iran, 
i a DeGREE OF HONouR. 
Prose— 


12, Nasikhu-t-Tawarikh. 4 
13, Miraju-s-Saadat, ‘ 
14. Safar-Namasi-Shah-i-Iran, 

15, Akhlaq-i-Jalali, 

16. Shamsa-wa-Qahqaha, 

17. DurtasiNadiri. 

18, Waqai-i-Namat Khan-i-Ali, 

19, Akbar Nama, 





Poetry 

20, DiwaneisHafiz, 

21, Qasaid Qa’ani- 

22, Shah Nama. 

23, Muntakhab-i-Sharbani, 
Prosody and Rhetoricm 

24, Hadaiqu-l-Balaghat, 

25. Rhetorique et Prosodie, 
Newspapersan 

26, Ittila’, 

27. Tran. 

28. Hablu-I-Matin. . \ 
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. DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 
“4 


rE a 
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. Gog. 
’ 


Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, 
the 4th, August 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of, 


the period. 


‘There has been no storm of any importance within the Indian region during the week 
under review, but a very feeble depression appeared over the United Provinces on the oth 
July and lasted during the gist. Itdetermingd heavy rain to its vicinity, the heaviest falls in 
twenty-four hours having been :—Nowgong 3°45” ; Sutna 2°32” and Cawny 2°18” on the 
goth and Nowgong 7°32” ; Jhansi 2'03” and Cawnpore 1°80” on the 31st. Both branches of the 
monsoon have been lighter than usual and at the head of the Bay the wind’s direction has 
been very variable, but though the weather bas thus been quiet and undisturbed there has been 
a gradual extension of light to moderate rainfall over the country. The number of stations 
of the daily weather report registering rainfall on each day of the week were as follows :—68 
‘on 2gth July ; 57 on the 30th; 59 on the 31st; 69 on the 1st August; 74 0n the and ; 
88 on the 3rd and 67 on the 4th. There was thus a steady extension of rain between the 
30th of July and the 3rd of August after which the number of stations reporting rain again 
diminished, y 

The Bay monsoon gave general light rain to Burma throughout the week and 
scattered rain to Assam, Bengal, the United Provinces and the north-east of the Peninsula. 
‘The rainfall over this area was moderately heavy on the 29th but was light from that date 
until the 3rd when the amounts again increased. Over the west Gangetic plain and the 
west Himalayas and sub-Himalayas rain fell almost daily and was heavy at some stations 
on some days. Thus Chakrata registered 10°87” of rain between 8 A.m. on the grst and 
8 A.M. on the grd while Ludhiana reported 2°45” on the 2nd, Lucknow 2°16” on the 2nd 
and Allahabad 2‘23” on the 3rd. Gujarat, the North-west dry area and the west Satpuras 
received very little rain during the week, but over this arca, also, the extent and amount of 
rain both increased during the week, Central India and the east Satpuras received daily 
rain, though the amounts were not heavy except on the goth and gist, when the feeble 
depression noticed above was in existence, 





Along the West coast the moonson was lighter than usual and though rain fell daily 
the amounts reported were, with a few exceptions, lighter than the average, Over the 
Deccan and the east of the Peninsula frequent light to moderate showers were received. 


The rainfall table shows that actually or practically no rain fell during the week over 
Baluchistan and the Ahmedabad subdivision while elsewhere the average actual fall ranged 
ffom 018" in the North-west dry area, 0'23” in the Madura subdivision, 0-25” in the 
Rajkot subdivision, and 0°38” in the Bijapur subdivision to 6:44” in the Simla subdivision, 
5°75” in the Dinajpur subdivision and to 5:21” in the Jhansi subdivision. The week's 
rainfall exceeded the normal in the Dinajpur (420%) ; Darbhanga (+11%) ; Simla (+ 92%) ; 
Ludhiana (+ 5%) ; Cawnpore (432%) ; Waltair (+1%:; Jhansi (-+48%) ; Calicut (+17%) ; 
Bellary (+10%) ; Hyderabad (427%) ; and Mysore subdivisions (427%) and in the East 
coast (south) division (+86%) while it was beler the average elsewhere. The defi- 
ciency was greatest in the following divisions and subdivisions—Bahraich (—66%) ; Burdwan 
(67%); Lahore (—68%); the North-west dry (—75%) ; Cuttack (—59%) ; cast 
Satpuras (—53%); Jaipur (54%) ; Indore (—58%); Gujarat (—90%) ; west Satpuras 
(52%) ; Bijapur (—69%) ; and Madura (—53%). 


The seasonal rainfall is 40% or more below the normal over the Lahore subdivision ; the 


pat west dry division ; the Baluchistan division; the Indore subdivision and the Gujarat 
ivision, 
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CEES —— 
W. L. DALLAS, 
for Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India 
; and Director General of Indian Observatories, 
I WILSON, | 
es to the Government of India. 
’ 





ssi SUPPLEMENT TO THE GAZETTE OF INDIA, AUGUST 6, 1994: 








GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 


DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


—— 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
- 30th July 1904. \ 


—The rainfall of the week"was good in parts of the Circars, the Carnatic, the 
Sota Bouibern and West Coast districts and light to fair elsewhere. Irrigation supplies 
Contvai coat except in parts of Godavari, the Deccan, Salem and Madura Ploughing, 
sowing and transplanting are in progress in parts, The standing crops are in good condition. 
Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal outturn, Pasture is seanty in parts of Nellore, 
the Deccan and the Southern districts, Fodder is procurable. The condition of cattle is 


good. Prices are almost stationary. 


bay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of Ratnagiri and Kanara ; 
of parts ofthe Pach Mahels, Nasik, Lhana and Kolaba; slight in parts of Ahmedabad, 

‘aira, Surat, Khandesh, Poona, Satara and the Carnatic ; and very slight in parts of 7 
Broach, Abmednagat, Sholapur and Baroda. More rain is urgently needed in several 
dismlets for autumn sowing oF transplantation. Water is deficient in some canals in Sindh. 
Sowing of autumn crops is generally in progress, but is retarded in parts of Ahmedal 
Broach, the Deccan and the Carnatic. Transplantation is in progress in parts of, Si 
Atwnedabad, the Konkan, Nasik, Poona, Satara and Belgaum, but is retarded in 
‘of Abmedabad, Kaira, Thana, Ratnagiri, Nasik and Baroda. Autumn seedlings have been 
damaged by locusts in parts of Khandesh, Ahmednagar and Poona ; by rats or insects 
ia paris of Hyderabad, the Upper Sindh Frontier, and Bijapur 5 and are suffering for 
want of sufficient moisture in parts of the Upper Sindh Frontier, Surat, Nasik, Ahmednagar, 
Poona and Dharwar, The fodder-supply, agricultural stock, and water-supply are generally 
adequate, Prices have fallen in one district ; risen in two districts ; and are stationary 
elsewhere. 


Bengal—The rainfall during the week was general and in some places. heavy. 
Excessive rain has caused some damage to crops in Burdwan, Birbhum, the 24-Parganas, 
Nadia, Murshidabad, Patna, Gaya, Shahabad, Muzaffarpur, Monghyr and Ranchi. More 
rain ie wanted in Divajpur, Darbhanga, Cuttack and Angul. Transplantation of winter ri 
continues, Prospects are on the whole fair, Fodder and water are generally sufficiem 
The price of common rice has risen in eighteen districts ; fallen in nine ; and is stationary 
in the remainder. 


United Provinces.—There has been good rain throughout the Provinces during the 

week, In places agricultural operations have been retarded by excessive rain and a break 
is wanted. Weeding of autumm crops and transplantation of rice are in progress. The 
standing crops are doing well and prospects are good. Preparation of fields for spring 
Crops. fas commenced in places, Supplies and fodder are sufficient and prices are 
stationary. 


Punjab.—Good rain has fallen during the week in the Umballa, Jullundur, Amritsar, 
Sialkot and Rawalpindi districts, and in parts of Hissar, Delhi and Shahpur. Slight 
Showers have also been reported from other districts, except Lahore and Mooltan. More 
rain is wanted in Hissar, Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar, Shahpur and Mianwali, The price 
of wheat is rising in Umballa, Jullundur, Lahore, Amritsar and Mianwali; is ‘dling 
in Ferozepare and Rawalpindi, and is unchanged elsewhere. ‘The prices of other food-grains 
are fluctuating. Sowing of autumn crops has been stopped at Mianwali, and is retarded 
at Amritsar and Lahore for want of rain, but is in progress in other districts, especially on § 
irrigated land. Sowing is finished in Lahore and nearly finished in Umballa and on j 
irrigated land in Hissar. The standing crops are reported to be in good condition in Delhi, 
Umballa, Amritsar and Sialkot; are below the average in Jullundur and Lahore ; in a preca- 
rious condition in Mianwali for want of rain; and are withering in parts of Ferozepore, 
Locusts a| ed in parts of Delhi, Umballa, Lahore, Amritsar, and caused a little damage 
im pats of Umballa and in one village of Lahore, The. colion ‘crop bas beén damaged to 
some exfent in parts of Shahpur by an insect called ““Toka.” Cattle are generally in 
condition. oder is sufficient in "at distri¢ts, ‘3 © zs es 

North-West Frontier Province.—Rainfall—2 to 4 inches in Hazara, one to 2 
inches in parts of Peshawar and Bannu and slight showers elsewhere. More rain is still 
wanted except in Hazara, Autumn crops are being cultivated and the standing crops are 
in fairly good condition. There is sufficient water in canals, The Indus isin high flood 
and has inundated the northern portions of the Dera Ismail Khan tahsil. The condition 
of cattle is good and stocks of food-grains and fodder are sufficient. Priced are slightly © 


lower in Peshawar, but higher in Dera Ismail Khan owing toa brisk ‘demand by. exporting 
rms, + c 





























Burma.—Rain has fallen Sees teeta during the week. The fall was slight for’Minbu 
ahd Magwe ; heavy in the Ruby Mines district and along the Arakan and Tenasserim 
littorals, and moderate elsewhere. Transplanting of wet-weather paddy has commenced and 
sowing on hill sides is completed in Ydmethin. Sowing and transplanting have recommenced 
in Amherst on floods abating. Agricultural operations are progressing satisfactorily. Sowing 
of juar has started in Pakokku and Sagaing, More rain is needed in Magwe, Meiktila, 
parts of Minbu and the north-eastern portion of Yamethin, In Myingyan the early sesamum 
and cotton plants are fading in places for want of rain. Crop prospects on the whole 
continue favourable. ‘The price of paddy has risen considerably in Tharrawaddy and 
Minbu and slightly in Maubin, and has fallen slightly at four centres. 


Central Provinces.—There was good rain during the week in Saugor, Hoshangabad, 
Betul, Sambalpur and in parts of Jubbulpore, but in other districts the falls were very light. 
Rain is much needed in Mandla, Seoni, Nimar, Wardha, Nagpur, Chanda, Bhandara, 
Bilaspur and throughout Berar. The condition of the standing crops is generally good, but a 
continuation of the break will cause anxiety. Transplantation of rice is being pity! delayed 
and young crops have begun to wither in the Basim and Wun districts of Berar. Prospects 
are good inthe northern districts and satisfactory in the cotton and juar tracts of the 
Nagpur country. Sowings continue and weeding is in progress. Some’ damage to young 
crops is still being caused by locusts in Nimar, Betul, Watdha, Chanda, Akola, Basim, 


a 
Ellithpur and Wun; and by grasshoppers in parts of Raipur. Prices show a general 
tendency to rise. 


Assam.—There was rain in all districts during the week, it having been especially heavy 
in Sylhet. Ploughing for and transplanting of late rice ; harvesting of early rice ; plucking 
and manufacture of tea; and cutting of jute are in progress. Prospects of tea are 





~e 





good in Cachar and Nowgong and fair elsewhere. The growth of leaf has been checked = 


by unfavourable weather in Sylhet. Prospects of sugarcane and cotton are generally fair 
and of jute fair in Sylhet and_ the Garo Hills and poor in Goalpara. Early rice has been 
submerged by floods in parts of Cachar, but a fair outturn is expected in all districts, except 
Goalpara, Kamrup and Nowgong, where the crop is indifferent, Prices—common rice— 
Sylhet and Dhubri, 16; Silchar, 15 ; Tezpur, 14; and Gauhati, Nowgong, Sibsagar and 
Dibrugarh 13 seers per rupee. 


Mysore.—There was slight rain throughout the Province during the week. Prices are 
generally steady. The standing crops are in good condition. Prospects of the season 
are good. Cattle are healthy except in parts of Mysore. Water and fodder are available. 


—Rainfall—four inches 32 cents, Transplanting of rice continues. Prices of 
food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. 


Hyderabad.—Rainfall—2z cents. Autumn and early rice sowings continue and erops 
are in good condition except in a few talukas. Lands are being prepared for spring crops, 
Prices—wheat 13}, rice 1}, and juar 27} seers per Aadli rupee. ‘ 


Rajputana.—Rain fell throughout Rajputana during the week except in the Jaisalmer 
State. The maximum fall was 8 inches 60 cents in Jhalrapatan, and the minimum 
4 cents at Sujangarh in Bikanir, Rainis badly needed in Bikanir, Marwar, Jaisalmer, 
and the hilly tracts of Mewar. Agricultural operations are generally satisfactory. Sowin; 
and weeding of autumn crops are in progress. Agricultural stock is in a ‘satisfactory. 
condition. Fodder is generally sufficient. Prices are rising in four States ; falling in five; 
and are steady elsewhere. 


Central India —The rainfall of the week was general everywhere in the Agency. 
It was however insufficient in parts of Indore and Bhopawar and sufficient elsewhere. 


» Agricultural operations are in progress everywhere, but are retarded by incessant rain in, 


ee 


Bundelkhand, The crops are in good condition in Gwalior, Bhopal, Baghclkhand, Malwa 
and Bhopawar ; fair in Indore ; and have been slightly damaged by locusts in parts of 
Indore and Bhopawar.. Agricultural stock is in good condition and pasturage is generally 
sufficient. Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and Baghelkhand; stationary in 
Bundelkhand and Malwa ; and rising in Bhopawar. 


Kashmir.—The weather is bright and warm, Prices are stationary, 


Jammu.—Rain has fallen throughout the Province during the week. Prices are 
-stationary, Wheat sells from 12 to 24 and maize 14 to 44 seers per rupee. » The condition 
of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. Autumn sowings have been com- 
pleted. : 


Nepal—Rainfall 4°95 inches. There has been heavy rain daily during the week, 
‘The standing crops are in good condition, The price of rice is 64 seers per rupee. 





? 


J. WiLson, 
é ~ Secretary to the Government of India. 
< E 
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Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 a.m. on Thursday, 
the 11th August 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of 
the period. ' 


Quiet weather has continued to prevail over the Indian region and during, the week 
undef review no storm has been developed over the Bay area. Avery shallow depression 
appeared over the United Provinces on the 7th and lasted till the oth during which period 
general rain fell over the United Provinces, the east of Central India, the Central Provinces 
ord west Bengal. The principal rainfall amounts in these areas were :—On the 7th Jhansi 
3-93”, Pachmarhi 1:98” and Akola 1'76”; on the 8th Seoni 3:29”, Pachmarhi oof” and 
Neemuch 2:02” ; and on the oth Sutna ago’, Patna 2°96” and Allahabad 2:77*. 





The Bay monsoon current has blown steadily into Burma and has given heavier rain 
than usual to the coast districts, slightly heavier rain than usual to Lower Burma anda 
hormal fall to Upper Burma, In Assam and Bengal the rainfall has been somewhat less 
steady than in Burma, but the fall on most days was fairly general and on several days 
moderately heavy local falls were reported. Cherra Poonjee received a total amount of 
2915" during the week instead of the normal 18:88”, while Calcutta, Bogra and Tezpur, 
reported falls of 3” or over in twenty-four hours during the week. The Gangetic plain 
Teceived daily rain, the heaviest amounts reported having been 2°26” at Patna on the Oth ; 
2°96” at Patna and 2°77” at ‘Allahabad on the oth, 2'71” at Gaya on the ‘oth, and 4°84” at 
Patna and 3'80” at Meerut on the vith. The Himalayas and sub-Himalayas also received 
daily rain, the falls having been particularly heavy on the 7th and 11th. In the North-west 
dry area only showers were reported, but Cherat received, 100” and Peshawar over half 
‘an inch on the 7th and Dera Ismail Khan over half an inch on the gth. 


The Arabian Sea monsoon gave comparatively little rain to the Peninsular districts. 
Along the West coast the only heavy falls were 240” at Ratnagiri on the 5th, 2:40" at 
Goa on the 6th and 3°82” at Cochin on the 8th. Rain never extended northward into Gujarat 
where, however, light showers were received on the gth and roth. The Deccan and south 
India received showers only, and the southern half of the East coast bad hardly any rain 
throughout the week. 


‘The central districts of India which came under the influence of the depression men- 
tioned above received heavy and general rain on the 7th and moderate rain at other 
times. 





‘The rainfall table shows that the week’s rainfall was generally. normal or in excess over 


Burma, northern India’ (as far west as Lahore) and parts of Central India, but was generally 


deficient over north-west India and the Peninsula, 


‘Phe seasonal rainfall is in considerable to large excess over the Calcutta subdivision 
(425%) ; the Darbhanga subdivision (+21%); the Patna subdivision (+ 51%); the 
Ranchi subdivision (+ 26%) ; the Jhansi subdivi (427%) ; the Mysore subdivision 
(441%) ; the Madura subdivision (+ 23%) and the East coast (south) division (+22%) while 
it is ‘in large defect over the North-west dry division (—65%) ; the Indore subdivision 
(46%) ; the Ahmedabad subdivision (—71%) and the Rajkot subdivision (—59%). 











‘There has been some improvement in the seasonal rainfall conditions in the Lahore 
subdivision, the Jubbulpore subdivision, and the west Satpuras division during the 


past week, 
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for Meteorological Reporter to the Government of India _ 
and Director General of Indian Observatories. 
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DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 





GOVERNMENT OF INDIA., 





Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, : 


6th August 1904. 


Madras—The rainfall of the week was light to fair in parts of the Central andi 
Southern districts and good elsewhere. Irrigation su plies are sufficient except in parts 
ithe Circars, the Deccan, Salem and Madura, Ploughing, sowing, and transplanting 
Continue generally. ‘The standing crops are in good condition, but some require rain in 
parts of Bellary, Godavari and Kista, Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal 
outturn. Pasture is scanty in parts of the Deccan, the Southern districts and Nellore. 
Fodder is procurable. ‘The condition of cattle is good. Prices are almost stationary. 


Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of the Konkan ; good in 
arts of Navik and Belgaum ; moderate in parts of Poona and Satara; slight in parts of 
rat, Khandesh, Sholapar and Dharwar ; and very slight in of Thar and Parkar, 

A 


Ahmedabad, the Panch Mabals, Kaira, Broach, 
rain is urgently needed in several districts for autumn sowings an 


mednagar, Bijapur and Baroda, More 


transplantation, Inunda- 





tion is fair in Sindh. Sowing of autumn crops is enerally in progress, but is retarded in 
ps 18g y Fe gr 
re 


parts of Ahmedabad, Surat, the Deccan and the Carnatic. 


ansplantation continues in 


parts of Sindh, the Konkan, Poona, Satara and Belgaum, but is retarded in parts of 
Keira, ‘Thana and Baroda. Autumn seedlings have been damaged by locusts in parts of 


Khandesh and 


in parts of the Upper 


Poona ; by rats a parts of Hyderabad, Bijapur and Dharwar ; by insects 
{ndh Frontier and Bijapur; and are suflering from want of 


tain in parts of the Upper Sindh Frontier, Kaira, Broach, Surat, Nasik, Ahmednagar, 
Poona, Sholapur and Bijapur, ‘The fodder-supply is sufficient except in parts of Karachi, 
Khandesh, Nasik, Sholapur and Bijapur. Agricultural stock and water-supply are generally 


adequate, Prices have fallen in two districts ; risen in two districts ; and are stationary 


elsewhere, 


Bengal—The rainfall during the week was general and in some places heavy. 
Bxcessive rain has caused some damage to crops in Murshidabad, Patna and Gaya, Some 
ai 


damage to crops was also caused by insects in 


jshahi and Cuttack. Rain is needed in 


Puri,” Prospects are otherwise good. Transplantation of winter rice continues. Fodder 
And water ere generally sufficient. The price of common rice has risen in ten districts ; 
has fallen in seven ; and is stationary in the remainder, 


United Provinces —The rainfall has been lighter than in the previous week. Slight 
injury to crops is reported in few districts and a break is wanted in places. Weeding of 
crops and transplantation of rice continue. Sugarcane and other standing crops are 
Going well and prospects are favourable. Fields are being prepared for spring crops. 


Supplies are si 


sufficient and prices are almost stationary. 


Piinjab.—Good rain has fallen during the week in the Hissar, Delhi, Umball 
Jullundur, Amritsar and Rawalpindi districts, and in apn of Sialkot, Ferozepore and 


Shahpur. Sli 
insufficient in 


ight rain has also been reported from parts of other districts. Rain has been 
Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar, Shahpur and Mianwali and in the Sirsa tahsil 


of Hissar, where more is wanted. ‘The price of, wheat is rising in Hissar, Ferozepore, 


Amritsar arid 


Shahpur ; falling in Jullundur, Lahore and Rawalpindi ; and is unchanged 


elsenhere. Theprices of other food-grans are fluctuating. “Sowings of autumn crops. are 


in progress in 


Hissar, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Sialkot, Shahpur, Mianwali and Mooltan, and 


ne isished in Umballa, Unirrigated lands are lying uncultivated for want of rain in 
Lahore, Ploughings for spring crops has commenced in Sialkot. The condition of the 
Standing crops is reported good in Delhi, Umballa, Amritsar, Sialkot and on irrigated land 
in Hissar ; fair in Jallandur and Rawalpindi ; and average in Ferozepore, but below average 


inLabore and Shabpur. Unitrigated crops are withering in parts. of 


‘etozepore for want 


of rain, Recent rain has done much.good to the standing crops, Locusts a, ed i 
parts of Lahore and Mooltan, and damaged crops in cen villages of the latter. dietciob 


Fosome extent. Cattle are generally. in good condition. Fodder is sufficient in all districts, 
except in the Sharakpur tahsil of the Lahore district, the people of which have removed with 
is abundantly available. * 


their cattle to 


other parts in which-fodder. 


North-West Frontier Province.—There was abundant rainfall in Hazara and Pesha- 
war during the week ; average in Bannu; fair in Dera Ismail Khan ; and little in Kohat. 
‘More rain is still wanted in, the latter two districts. Sowings of autumn crops are 

ess. Prospects of the standing crops have improved my recent rains. Canal irrigation 


js satisfactory. Fodder is sufficient and food stocks are al 
steady. 


in 
windant. Prices are low and 





a 
Burma.—The rainfall of the week was general. and heavy in Lower Burma and the, 


‘Ruby Mines district ; light in Yamethin and Lower Chindwin ; and moderate elsewhere. 


‘Agricultural bcm ‘approaching completion in some districts. _ Transplanting has 
n in Myitkyina. Reaping of early wet-weather paddy and sesamum is nearly finished 


“in Kyaukse. Sowing of early sesamum and cotton is completed in Lower Chindwin. 


of juar continues. Some damage has been done to young crops in Kyautkpyu owing 
fo continudus heavy rain, Sesamum plants require more rain in Minbu and are withering 
for want of it in the Magwe, Yenangyaung ‘and Myangun townships of Magwe and in the 
Yamethin subdivision of Yamethin, Nurseries have been slightly damaged by insects in parts 
of Pyapon and Myitkyina. More rain is wanted in the Sheinmaga township of Shwebo 
and also in the Thabeit ‘yin subdivision of the Ruby Mines district. Cultivation is suspended 
in the northern portion of Yamethin for lack of'rain, Prospects are on the whole good. 
‘The price of paddy has risen considerably in Katha and slightly at three centres; elsewhere 
it is unchanged. 

Central Provinces—Rain has been heavy in Mandla, Seoni, Bhandara, Bal: hat, 
and Bilaspur ; moderate in Saugor, Jubbulpore, Sconi,, Narsingper, Hoshangabad, Betul, 
Chhindwara, Nagpur, Chanda and Sambalpur ; and light elsewhere ‘Transplantation of 
Hice is retarded by heavy rain in Mandla and by deficient rain in parts of Nagpur and Chanda. 
‘Biast ploughing is in general progress except in the Mungeli' tahsil. where it is delayed for 
want of sufficient rain. More rain is needed in these tracts and in Berar, while a break 
Would be welcome in Saugor and Manéla. The standing crops are generally in good 
WOudition, “Some damage is being caused by locusts in parts of Betul, Nagpur, Chanda, 
Gnd ‘Wun; and by. grasshoppers in Raipur. “Young hoppers have, appear in parts of 
Ghhindwara, Wardha, Nagpur and Akola, Juar and #7 are being resown in Nimar- 
Scarcity of fodder is reported from Buldana, and of fodder and water from parts of Amraoti. 
Prices have fluctuated slightly. 


m,—There was rain in all districts during the week. ‘The weather is seasonable, 
Low lands in Cachar have been flooded. Harvesting of early rice; plucking and manu~ 
Etat of tea and cutting of jute are in progress. The transplanting of late rice was 
delayed owing to deficient rainfall in June and the early part of July, but it ig now in 
full progress Sithough still bebindhand in Upper Assam. Growth of tea leaf has. been 
Hetabded in Sylhet by unfavourable weather ; elsewhere prospects are fair to good. Early rice 
promises a fair outturn in ‘all districts, except in Goalpara and Nowgong where it is 
indifferent. Prospects of late broadcast rice, sugarcane and cotton are generally fair, 


BAd of ule generally poor. Prices—common rice—Sylhet and Dhubri, 16jgSilchar 15 5 as 


Tezpur! 14 fGaubati and Dibrugarh, 13; and Nowgotig and Sibsager 1 seers per rupee. 


Mysore,—The rainfall of the week was good in Kadur and Shimoga and fair in other 
parts of the Province. Prices, are generally steady. The standing crops are in good 
Parton. ‘The prospects of the season are good. Cattle are healthy. Water and fodder 
are available. 


Coorg.—Rainfall—s inches 86 cents. Transplanting of rice continues. Prices of 
food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. 


Hyderabad.—Rainfall—1_ inch 31 cents. Autumn and early rice sowings continue, 
Lands are being prepared for spring sowings- Prices—wheat 134, rice 114, and juar 274 
seers per halli rupec. 


Rajputana.—There was rain throughout Rajputana during the week, The maximum 
fall was 5 inches 11 cents in Jhalrapatan ; and minimum 1 cent in Bikaner. Rain is 
needed ‘in Bikaner, Marwar and Jaisalmer. ‘Agricultural operations are generally satis« 
factory. Sowing and weeding of autumn crops are in progress. | The mati crops are 
thriving. Agricultural stock are generally jn a satisfactory condition. Fodder is sufficient. 
Prices are rising in three States ; falling in six; and are steady elsewhere, 





Central India—The rainfall of the week was general, but insufficient in parts of 
indore and Bhopawar and sufficient elsewhere, Agricultural operations are in progress 
everywhere, Crops are in good condition in Gwalior, | Bhopal, Baghellhand, Malwa and 
Bhopawar ; fair in Indore ‘and Bundelkhand ; slightly damaged by locusts ini parts of Indore 
and Bhopawar and by excessive rain in Bundelkhand. Agricultural stock and pasturage 
are generally good. Prices are normal in Gwalior, Indore, Bhopal and Bhopawar; below 
normal in Baghelkhand jand arg stationary in Bundelkhand and Malwa. 


Kashmir —The weather js rainy. . Prices are stationary. 
Jammu—There was good rain throughout the Province during the week. Prices 


* 


fare fluctuating, Wheat sells from 12 to 14 and maize 14 to 36 seers per rupee. ‘The ' 


‘condition of the standing crops is fair. Fodder is sufficient. i 
- Nepal.—Rainfall 5*19 inches. Steady rain continues. Indian-corn is being harvested. 


‘The standing crops are flourishing, ‘The price of rice is 6f seers per rupee, 


J. WILSON, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
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The following special telegraphic reports dated oth August 1904 on Agri- 
cultural prospects are published for general information + 


Madras,—Rainfall to end July above or about normal, except Kurnool, Cuddapah, 
Cultivation figures for June, latest available, show dry first crop deficient everywhere, + 
except Circars, notably Deccan districts, Salem, North “Arcot. July rainfall being below 
normal in Deccan, deficiency not likely to have been made up, Prices below warning rates 
everywhere ; below normal, rice, nine districts, including Kurnool, Anantapur, Cuddapah ; 
yagi, eight out of nineteen recording districts, including Bellary, Anantapur ; cholam, eight 
out of thirteen, including Kurnool, Anantapur ; cumbu, six out of fourteen, including 
Anantapur, Cuddapah. Ko information available regarding grain stocks, General prose 
pects good or fair. Prices almost stationary since beginning year, Government considers 
no cause anxiety, 


Bombay. Sindh—Unirrigable area, rainfall deficient ; fodder scarce ; people migras 
ting elsewhere ; inundation fair; stocks ample; prices normal. Cutoh—a3% of 
» normal area unsown. On sown area crops will fail unless rain in fortnight, Stocks suffi« 
cient prices normal ; fodder getting scarce, Kathiawar-Good so far, rain now wanted ; 
stocks sufficient ; prices normal, North Gujarat and BarodamRainfall ‘air to good ; most 
part of normal area sown ; transplantation of rice delayed in parts by lateness of rainfall ; 
all early crops now need rain in 7 to 15 days, but rain reported jtoday from two talukas 
and general in Ahmedabad district ; stocks and fodder sufficient ; prices normal. 
South Gujarat—Rainfall deficient ; normal area nearly all sown, but rain urgently needed 
for transplanting rice and for young dry crops; stocks ample; prices normal or but slightly 
above ; fodder sufficient except in Surat where very short. Konkan, Savantwadt and 
Kanara—Rainfall good ; stocks sufficient ; prices normal ; fodder plenty ; no damage or 
danger except from locusts now hatching against which all possible precautions taken, 
Deccan—Rainfall generally fair in Khandesh, half Nasik and west of Poona and Satara; * 
elsewhere deficient. Sowing of early crops greatly retarded ; beginning to wither where 
+ sown ; require rain urgently in seven to 15 days, but rain reported to-day from Satara and 
now falling fn Poona; from 35 to 80% of normal area _unsown in eastern sub+ 
divisions of Nasik, Poona, Satara and in Ahmednagar and Sholapur, but these depend 
chiefly on late rains ; prices approximately normal ; stocks sufficient; fodder deficient in 
four districts, Karnatak and Kolhapur-Bijapur—Similar to Deccan; fodder deficient ; 
Prices above normal : rest generally fair to good ; stocks sufficient ; prices normal ; rain 
needed in 10 to 15 days ; fodder price rising in Kolhapur. 


Bengal,—tIn most of the districts in Bengal rainfall has been above normal and it is 
reported that excessive rain has caused some damage to crops in the districts of Murshid- 
abad, Patna and Gaya, The damage, however, is not serious or in any way general. Rain 
is deficient in the districts of Nadia, Jalpaiguri, Darjceling, Dacca, Malda, Cuttack, 
Balasore and Puri, The greatest deficiency occurring in the district last named. Condi« 
tion of the crops is very fair even in these districts and there seems to be no reason to 
anticipate any failure, Prospects generally are favourable and there appears to be no 
cause for any anxiety regarding the crops throughout the Province. The last «adi wheat 
and winter rice crops were good and good reserves of food-grains from previous harvests 
are believed to account for the general steadiness of prices in the Province, Prices during 
the last fortnight have been generally casier than during the corsesponding period. in the 
previous four years. 


United Provinces.—Rainfall sufficient, Agricultural prospects good. Stocks ample, 
Prices normal or below normal, 


Punjab.—General monsoon rain has been confined to the submontane districts, and 
the districts of Rohtak, Gurgaon, Delhi and Karnal, where the rainfall, although below. the 
normal in quantity, has been fairly timely, and sufficient for autumn sowings, There have 
only been scattered showers in the rest of the Punjab, and lands dependent on rainfall will 
not be sown unless rain is received at once. Canals are running well. Prospects are 
satisfactory where monsoon rain has been received, andjindifferent elsewhere. It is fortunate 

~ that rain has fallen in the south-eastern districts where it was more wanted. As the rest 

* ofthe Province had a bumper year in 1903-04, and is protected by canals, there is not 

at present any ground for anxiety, Rain in Hissar has been in defect and badly 

distributed, but the district had a very good Aharif harvest last year, and falls of rain have 

been reported at Hissar in the last few days, the effect of which cannot yetbe gauged, 
Stocks are ample and prices low and steady, 


4 Burma —Latest information as to monsoon and agit itural prospects as follows: 
/ Rainfall generally above average. Rains broke (about middle of Mae as usual and during 
months of June and July rainfall has been in most parts heavy. Crop prospects are 








Bie 
ae s : ‘ 





excellent in Lower Burma. Floods destroyed early sowing of rice crop in Thaton, 
Amherst, Tayoy and Mergui districts of Tenasserim Division, but sowings have since been 
renewed, Excessive rain also caused some dami to maize and sesamum crops in 
Thayetmyo township of Thayetmyo district, Agricultural prospects are good.on whole in 
‘Upper Burma, In a few townships in dry zone standing crops needed more rain for a time, 
‘but recent rain has improved prospects. “ Lieutenant-Governor sees no reason at present to 
anticipate any general failure of crops or scarcity in any part of Upper Burma. Stocks of, 
grain are reported to be ample everywhere. About one-third of last yéar’s rice crop is 
Still stored at many centres in Lower Burma in expectation of better prices, In almost all 
markets throughout the Province prices are slightly below normal, 


Central Provinces.—The monsoon rainfall is below the ayerage in all districts except 
Sambalpur, but the distribution has been generally good. Timely rain has stopped the long 
break in the southern districts and Berar. «Transplantation of rice and ééasi ploughing, 
which were delayed for want of rain, are now being actively carried on, The break has 
caused some damage to early sown rice in Chanda, Prospects have much improved in the 
cotton, jwar tracts of Nagpur and Berar and are now good everywhere except in Nimar 
where rain is still much needed. Germination has been generally good, but some resowings 
were necessitated by excessive rain during the early monsoon in the Chhattisgarh districts, by 
locusts in Nimar and Wardha, and by deficient rainin parts of Berar. Locusts have been 
infesting Nimar, Hoshangabad, Betul, Chhindwara, Wardha, cabs to and the whole of 
Berar, but no reports of the general appearance of young hoppers have yet been received. 
The area sown is generally larger than that of last year ; that under cotton has increased 
considerably in Hoshangabad, Betul, Wardha, Nagpur and Berar, while the area under 
juar bas decreased. Prices of food-grains are generally below normal; they have risen 
somewhat in Berar, but elsewhere show only slight fluctuations. Grain stocks are 
believed to be normal, 


Assam.—Excessive rainfall in April and May caused considerable damage to summer 
rice crop in Sylhet and some injury to early rice and late broadcast rice in Surma Valley and 
Lower Assam, Potatoe crop in part Khasi Hills suffered from heavy rain and hailstorms in 
April. During June and first part of July rainfall was generally deficient, retarding transplant 
ing operations in Assam Valley, particularly in Upper Assam. Since then abundant rain 
everywhere ; heavy inSurma Valley, threatening aman rice. In Cachar transplanting opera- 
tions in full progress, but behindhand in Dibrugarh and Sibsagar, In latter district deficiency 
in salé crop anticipated. Agricultural prospects generally good. Early rice yielding fair to 
good outturn in every district, except Goalpara, Nowgong and Garo Hills. Jute in Goalpara 
and Sylhet suffered seriously. Prospects of other crops {air to good. Food stocks every- 
where sufficient and prices nowhere above normal. 


North-West Frontier Province.—Rainfall to 7th instant normal or above in Peshawar, 
Hazara, Bannu, Kurram; very deficient in Kohat» and Dera Ismail Khan; area sown 
considerably below average in Dera Ismail Khan and parts of Bannu and Kohat ; average 
or above elsewhere. Crop prospects poor in Dera Ismail Khan; fait or good elsewhere ; 
more rain wanted everywhere except Hazara, Canal and hill torrent irrigation satisiactory; 
fodder sufficient ; food stocks abundant; prices low ; wheat 16 to a5 seers per rupee; barley 
2 to 40; gram 20 to 33; maize 20 to 34; bajra 16 to 31, owing to exceptionally good 
rabi harvest. . Prices now rising on account of deficient rain in Punjab and brisk export to 
sea-board, 





Coorg.—Rainfall in Coorg above average, Agricultural prospects distinctly fayour- 
able, Prices normal and no reason to suppose any deficiency in/stocks of grain, 


Rajputana,—Rainfall sufficient generally throughout Province for agricultural opera 
tions usual at this season; excessive in parts of Kotah and Karauli; below average in 
Bikaner and Marwar where more rain is wanted, Agricultural rapier fair to good 
throughout agency. Stocks of grain sufficient. Prices normal or below normal, Report 
from Jaisalmer not received, but last week's report shows rainfall deficient and, agricultural 
operations unsatisfactory. No immediate apprehension exists regarding any part of Pro- 
vince, 


Central India. —Agricultural prospects generally fair to good throughout Central 
India, but present break in rains if continued will cause serious injury to crops and fodder 
in Indore State and to crops in parts of Malwa and Bhopawar Agencies, Stocks of grain 
sufficient everywhere, Prices everywhere normal or below normal. 


By order, ‘ 


3 J. WILSON, 
Secretary to the Government of India, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA. 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 
Raitway STATISTICS 


No, 256-R. Stat., Simla, the rst August 1904. 


RETURN OF ACCIDENTS ON INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS 
ENDED THE gtST DECEMBER 1903. 


Reap Acain— 
Government of India Order No. 306 R. Stat., dated the 7th September 1903, 


Reap arso— 
The following note by the Director of Railway Traffic with Abstract return of accidents to trains, 
etc. on the open lines of railway in India for the twelve months ended the 31st Deceme 
ber 1903. 





1.—Accidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent-way, etc. 
‘Accidents to trains, rolling-stock, permanent-way, etc., as shown under Abstract No, 4, 
on pages 1418 and 1419 of the accompanying Abstract return, caused the death of 77 
persoins and injury to 218 persous, against 17 and 292, respectively, during the previous 
years 





Te-Accidents to passengers from causes other than accidents to trains, rolling-stock, 
spermanent-way, ete, inchfding accidents from their own want of caution or mis- * 
Ponduct ; accidents to persons passing over level crossings ; trespassers and others. 


2. Of the 804 persons killed and 540 injured under this heading in Abstract No. 1, 

93. of the former and 331 of the latter were passengers, the remainder being persons 

pass ‘over level-crossings, trespassers, suicides and others, Details of the killed and 
i will be found in Abstract No. 2, A 








loy of Railway Companies ‘or Contractors caused 


 Iil.—Accidents to servants in the em 
an * 1% movement of vehicles used exclusively upon rail 


_ by the travelling of trains or t 










d as having been killed 275 servants of companies or contractors 
d, in addition to 1 killed and 9g injured included in the es ig in para- 
is of ‘these will also be found in Abstrgct:No. 2. 
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in 
+ 4. Altogether the number of persons killed and injured on Indian railways in the course 

of public hie during the year 1903 was neidiows= 

— 1 7003. [PREVIOUS YRAR. 


| wines, Injury Killed, |injured. 
























PASsENoERS- . 
From. accidents to trains, rolling-stock, per-| Se | 196) 127) 184) we «~ n| 6 
manent-way, etc. 
By accidents from other causes + + + oo | ast 98| 280) om “” rh Rae 
Servants: ' 
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‘manent-way, etc. 
pyaccdents tom other causes». «| 275 | 30 | 369] aba G06] on Yon 
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Gln addition to the above, the Railway Companies have reported the followin: 
casualties and injuries upon their premises, but in which the movement of vehicles use 
exclusively upon railways was not concerned, 

















Nowa OF ewes: 
PASSENGENS AND] OTAL ALL 
ASN OTHERS, ‘Chassns. 





| Kitled, | Injured. Killed. | Injured.| Killed. | Injured. 


1, While ascending or descending steps at stations | “ 


































FW Gag incl by barrows, by falling over packages, etc on by 
platforms. 
4 Fromialling off platforms. 0. ee ' 7 
3 Whilst loading, unloading or sheeting wagons» + s+ » 6 
Whilst moving or carrying goods or stations, et: . . . 
& Whilst working at cranes or caystans * 1 
* Dyrthe falling af wagon-doors, lamps, bales of gordsyete. . 3) ty 4 
& Flom faling off or when getting on or ‘off stationary engines or ft 
vehicles, 
‘6. From falling off platforms, ladders, scaffolds, etc. 4 
18. By atumbling whilst walking on the line or platiorms + 


Thilst attending to stationary engines in sheds 











By lng trampled om 7 Kicked uy horses 
working on the line or in sidings; . 1 
ta Miscellaneous) +) tt 








‘Of ther, eight were not passengers. Ot these, five were not passen 
4 Not (a) passenger (5). § Of these. fifteen were not pomp 
|| Ofthese, thirteen were not passengers. 


6. Thus the total number of persons reported to have been killed and injured during 
the twelve months amounted to 1,195 and 1,337 respectively, 
1V,—Number of persons killed and injured by accidents to trains, rolling-stock, etc., 
during the year 1903. 
7. The following is a summary of the number of accidents, as classified in Abstract 


No. 4, which occurred on the several railways and which resulted 1 loss of life or injury 
to persons :— 
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8 A brief description of some of the accidents resulting in loss of life, injury -to 
persons, or serious damage to rolling-stock, is given below :— . 


(i) Bengal-Nagpur railway.—On the 27th December, Nos. 15 down passenger and 
a up goods trains collided at mile 533-9 between Sini and Gomharria, owin 
tothe driver of the goods train having started on an incomplete condition: 
line clear ticket from Gomharria. Rolling-stack was considerably damaged, 
12 passengers and 3 railway servants were killed and g passengers and 6 
railway servants injured. 

(ii) Bombay, Baroda and Central India railway.—On the 8th Ap:il, Nos. 171 and 
169 down locals collided at Andheri station, owing to the former train having 
been received on the line which was occupied by the latter. Thirteen pas- 
sengers and one railway servant were injured. 


(iii), Bast Indian raslway.—On the 18th May, No. 114 down goods train was started 
from Baidyanath station contrary to rules and collided with a ballast train, 
owing to negligence on the part of the station staff at Baidyanath and the staff 
of the goods train. One ballast cooly was killed and the guard of the ballast 
train and two coolies were injured 


(iv) On the 2tst May, a tank wagon containing kerosine oil, arrived at Mirzapur 
station and was being discharged after dark by the native agent of the Oil 
Company without the station master’s knowledge. While the native agent 
was with a naked light, examining the tank from the manhole, the light 
accidentally fell into the oil and caused an explosion which resulted in the 
death of three persons and serious injury to one 


(v) On the 19th June, No.7 up passenger train ran into a wrong line at Asansol 
and collided with a train of empties, owing to the signaller having ordered 
the wrong lever to be thrown over." Rolling-stock was considerably damaged 
and eight passengers and the guard and brakesman were injured. 


(vi) Great Indian Peninsula railway—On the 10th April, No. 286 up goods train 
was derailed near Bhiringi station, owing to bamboos falling on the line from 
a low-sided wagon. Permanent-way and rolling-stock were considerably 
damaged. and one railway servant was killed, 


(vii) Indian Midland railway—On the 16th September, while a ballast train was 
‘being shunted at Datia station, the rear portion which had been uncoupled ran 
away and collided with a light engine, Rolling-stock and permanent-way 
were damaged, one railway servant was killed and three injured. 


(vii) Madras railway—On the 8th January, No. 39 down mixed train ran into Kosgi 
station against signals and collided with No. 4 up mixed train which was 
standing at the station, Rolling-stock was considerably damaged, and 6 
passengers and 2 railway servants were injured. ‘ 


(ix) On the 13th March, No. 29 local train was run into at Veyasarpaudy station by 
two light engines which had been attached to the rear of the train, but which 
had been uncoupled before the train came to a stand. Rolling-stock was 
slightly damaged, and 11 passengers and two railway servants were slightly 
injured. 

(x) Oudh and Rohitkhand State railway.—On the 16th August, No. 7 up mail train 
when passing through Matlabpur station prior to its formal opening for traffic, 
was derailed, owing to a gap in the facing points, which were not properly 
secured. Rolling-stock was considerably damaged, two passengers were 
killed and 4 injured. 

(xi) North Western State railway.—On the trth May, a horse box was, during 
shunting operations, driven out of Larkhana station yard by a storm, through 
the carelessness of the station staff. It passed through Bakrani Road and 
collided with 53 up mixed train between Bakrani,Road and Dokri stations, 











The horse box was seriously damaged, and a man who happened to be in it 


was killed. 


(xii) On the 8th Jane, Nos. 139 up and 140 down goods trains collided at mile 4) 
between Hyderabad and Rahoki flag stations, owing to carelessness on the 


part of the assistant station master at Hyderabad. Rolling-stock and perma- ‘ 


hent-way were seriously damaged, and 4 firemen injured. 


(xiii) On the 13th June, Nos. 13 up mixed and 110 down goods trains collided a 

Sukheke station, owing to the driver of the goods train having run against 

signals while the mixed train was entering the loop or station line. Rolling- 

stock was considerably damaged, and 11 passengers were killed and 7 injured. 

(xiv) Assam-Bengal railway.—On the roth October, a down special § ds train from 
Chandpur ran against signals into Fajilpur station and collided with No. 

up mixed train which was standing on the platform siding. Rolling-stock 

i was considerably damaged, and nine passengers and one railway setvant were 

injured, 
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(xx) Bengal and North-Western railway. —On the sth February No.’ 4. down 
passenger train collided with No, 118 down goods train, which was standing 
beyond the platform, at Thsil Deoria station, owing to the driver of the 
former train being unable to stop his train at the platform. Rolling-stock 
was considerably damaged, and the guard of the goods train seriously 
injured. 

(xvi) On the 12th June, Nos, 119 up goods and 6 down mixed trains collided at 
mile 1-18 between Sonepore and Bunwarchak stations, owing to 119 up 
goods train having been allowed to leave Sonepore after 6 down mixed train 
had left Bunwarchak. Rolling-stock was considerably damaged, and 16 pas-. 
sengers and the brakesman of 6 down were killed, and twenty-five, one of 
whom subsequently died, injured, 

(xii) Rajputana-Malwa raileay—On the 4th July, No. 57 up mixed train collided 
‘with some vehicles standing in a siding at Chitorgarh station, owing to the 
points being incorrectly set. Rolling-stock was seriously damaged. 

(xviii) Rohitkund and Kumaon railway.—On the 21st April, No. 8 down passenger 
train parted between Mariaon and Bakhshi-ka-talab stations, owing to the 
draw-bar of the leading coupling of a ard class carriage breaking. The front 
portion of the train stopped at Bakhshi-ka-talab station and the rear portion 
crashed into it. Rolliny-stock was damaged, two 3rd class passengers were 
killed and ten others injured. 

(xix) Southern Mahratta railway—On the 8th April, 20-35 hours down special 
goods train collided with 11 up goods train between Birur and Kadur stations, 
owing to disregard of “line clear” rules on the part of the assistant station 

. master and signaller of Birur station. Rolling-stock was considerably 
damaged, and the driver and one of the firemen ‘of the goods train were 
é injured. 


























RESOLUTION. 


With an increase of 932 miles, or 3°62 per cent., in the mean mileage worked, and of 
1,082,000 miles, or 1°14 per cent., in the train-mileage run, it is noticed that the number 
of train accidents increased by 372, but the total rumber of persons killed and injured fell 

* from 177 and 292 to 77 and ar8, respectively. The total number of casualties to both 

1s and servants from all causes (train accidents and accidents from causes other 

than accidents to trains) decreased under killed from 1,231 to 1,144, 0r by 7°07 per cent.; 
the number injured, vis., 1,141, being the same as in thy previous year. 


The Governments of Madras, Hombay, Bongal, United Provinces of Agra and Orper.— Ordered, that the 
adh, Punjab and Kurma. “i 
a mt UR EET com ofthe Cental Provocas ail Ania » JADOVE note, with the Abstract 
‘The Honourable the Chie ¢ ‘ommissioner of Coorg. return and appendices thereto, 
ye Honourable the Resident at Hyderabad. i il - 
he Honourable the Kesident in Mysore. percompounicatee He inform 
The Horosrable the Agents to the Governor-General for Rajputana, Central ation, toy Local _ Govern- 
fr and Baluchistan. : d ments an ministrations, 
pies Shonoesatie the An ite Governor-General and Chief Commissioner, and to the officers noted in 
‘The Consulting Engincors ‘to the Government of India for Railways, Calcutta, the margin. 
wacknow and Assam, 
‘The Manages, ‘North Western, Oudh and Rohilkband and Eastern Bengal 
ate ra 
The Engin-ers-in-Chiet, Gan, Bridge, (Allahabad-Fyzabad railway), Aera- 
beh eat tna cue Murshabad Branch of the Eastern Bengal Sate 
way. 





Ordered, also, that copies be forwarded for the information of His Majesty's Govern 
ment. 


Ordered, further, that this Resolution, with the Abstract return, be published in the 
Supplement to the Gasette of India. f 


P A, R. JACOBSON, 


Offg. Under Secy. to the Govt. of India 
Document accompanying. 


Abstract return of accidents for the twelve months 
ended the 31st December 1903. 
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Moradabad 5 562 562 55 3's 103 To 

Bijnr - see | 3 75t0 4S | 375 to 45 | 4 to 5 [4 to 5 | 8 to gs | 80 os 
‘Muzaffarnagar ee a qsendés | 4 and § | 4 ands [at anda it and'as 
‘Sabdranpur . «» «| Sand 6 3 id 5 » G6 |10 » 12 10 » 12 
DehraDin «| 6 to 7 to 7 | § t07|§ to 7 |12 to 1g |12 to 15 

Hills— 

NainiTal.  - - 5 6 6 10 10 
Almora . . . . to |% to (5 t 6/5 to 6 | 10 to 12 |10 to 42 
Getewdl 2 2 8 le toon 5°62! 4°69, ee SS» 6/5 » 6)75 »tS | 75m 15 

(6) Ovpa— | 

Southern— 

Partdbgarh 4 «| 3 3 | 38 35 ° 6 
‘Sultanpor . . . «| y28 328 4 7127 727 
Rae-Bareli ery ed 3°66 784 784 

Unao aes Ne Sg «| 469 to 5:62) 4°22 to 4°69 9°37 to 11°25) 85 to 987 
Lucknow eR et 4 | to TS 

Hardt . «ee! (687 5°83 \ 1725, 10°33 

Northern— 

Fyzabad . - «| 187 tO4 | 1°87 tog | 4 4 5°62 to 75) 5°62 to 75 
Barabanki Tew es 3°37 4 4 8 737 
Gonda © 6 bre. | gr x Bt 3°87 3°69 Bag 812 

i . . . «| 375 4°t0 § |4 tos 8 too |8 tole 
Shaper... ows +) graa “19 425 375 B 794 
Rhee ie ee le el BS | re 45 475 95 

| 
Rajputana— 

Pana oten ial d Wee 2) 75 oe s'6a 15 to 16°87 ,| 15 to 16-87 
Banswara . . . | 25 5 5 562937 | 18°75 
Mewar (Udaiper) ST odes | | ss 06. |ss to 7 | 22 was | #2 to.35 

tbleas al | 3°26 4°52 TST » 10°69 | 652 »» 11°74 
. . . 7 5 y » lor" 52» INTE 
sit "had iE Ne a a6, Biases pes S lo yg |ts 
Eraex Sida ae Ra i oeg $ risa te ae bee aie 
mer . + . . to to7'5 $ 0. - 
Ae Ay tin Gers 83 TS | Saas Lat aes 1875 » BS 18°75 and 2a°5 
Kishangarh + «) 40 to 5 | 5 6 Ce he so x 
un Pine Macc igehey bie ” 
Kotah eae Be : ae 
falewer se $ wa |g ts ata rs 
Mi RP ley 3 375 
fie, oi ott $8 to a7s| 281 to 375, 500 » 
ES ee ane Er 25 
Dholpur SMEAR dig a 3°28 to 5°62 aes 24°37) ga hae 
Bharatpur. . . -| 3. to 5. Ses wT 
Estar + + + «| 37580056) 2°34 5, 5°62 $625 Hi 5°62 » 15 
r Sea ees es 3°75 » 562 . 7S » 937 
‘ eis SR aa re Pt aan SB ct 
ee 
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goth JUNE 1903 and’ 1904—continued 







































Average MoNTHEY 
% ‘Able-bodied Agricultural ‘Common Mason, Carpe: 
Satlicte Tabor | Sree or Horse-keeper ‘or Bace 
| 
1904 1903 | 1904 1903, 1904 1903, 
Rajputana—continued a 
Eastern—continued | | } 
Nasirabad, + + | 5°69 7s | 7 t 9 | 7 to g | o48to11"37) 10 to 15 
Balmer 6. + | 08 375 | 562 562 1125, u 
Anddra ie Gia > aoe and 9 5Sand6 | 7 andB oe 20 .and 22 | 12°5 to 15 
Shahpura > +) s6a 562 562 562 75 to 11:25 » 1125 
‘Western— a 
odhpur Ss se] 62 e758 so 562 1195 1125, 
{i mer. sl to 14 to 14 é 15 5 
ikaner 5 + s+ | 395 375 S16 516 gg7tora | 9g7 tors 
Central India— 
Indore . + + +] 987 5 6 1 aos, 15 
Nimach + 6 + +| 6 5 8 . ig, song «1g to 135 
Gwalior. + 4 ce] S62 937 4s 4 to 6 1E°25 » 13°12) 18°95 », 94°37 
 wanjad— 
Southern— | | 
Hissr 5 ts] 6 6 5 a 10 
Ferospur ss | 7D 62 7 7 19 15 
Central— 

Be Gaia’ ake cs Pte 6 1 7s 20°62 16°87 
Gujranwala ees bid 55 oS 65 24°37 135, 
Gufat . 6 6 6 6 15 15 
Jhelam 2 ee Ts 6 \:7 7 5 15 

Senthesstera— | | 
ur ars lg 5 s 15 1 
De ee ‘| Bs 3 K3 3S . lay - 
Rohtak 5. s+] 6 6 | 6 6 933 933 
Karnal . | 78 7s 6 7 15 15 
Submontane— | k 
\ Ambala.) +) «| 937 8 6 6 od 135, 
[udhiinas - ee | 7S 3 7 7 15 35 
jalandhar» + +e | 75 5 7 ] 15 1135, 
Hostiéeper so Se 5 Z § 10 10 
ye Gueddsper se 7 TS 15 X 
Amritsar + . * | 8 8 | 6 6 15 o 
Bit 6 6 8 6 20 15 
win | “ 
Simla . . . +| 9°37 B44 | 8 8 2146 ane3 
Kangra 6 0s ss \6 6 5 15 
Worthern— | 
Rawalpindi = 6 ee | O'S 65 | 656 9 18°75 a4 
Western— | 7 
Sbéhpur. . + | 6 7 7 
con Sle eased fn Ts 9 
aise SS 8 13 7 
mery sa) Bay 7s 
Meeeiaresth 7, LA aah 4 65 
a Dera Ghazi Khan 5.) 4 BEY: 
‘N.-W. Frontier Province— : 
a -| gsto7s5 | 7'5 8 0 10 
: A Te We LG ar ae ie ae 
. . 9 10 9» lo 
. 8 to | 6 to 10 10 
73 75» 9°37 
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AVERAGE MONTHLY WAOKS: 
Ablebodied | 7 
sete Sela Syeartonetnne: | Commer Be 
foot, salle ati 
1904 1903 1904 1903 1904 1993 
Aces eee! | 
“Sind and Baluchistan —continwed| 
Tha and Pérkar (Umarkot)| 7 7 ‘| 8 8 22 to go | 22 to 30 
pur + | 10 10 10 10 30 30 
cree ind Frontier +. | 9 9 9 9 22'5 to 30 | 22'5 10 30 
Quetta - 10 to 15/10 to 1s|aato1s | 12to15 | 30 » 40 | 30 40 
Bombay— | 
Bonkan— 
Karwar. «+ +] 75 rs to 10 18°75 to 22°5| 22°5 
Ratndgiri | s+] S'S © 8 8 12” 4 15 | 12) to 35 
Alibdg ss e+} 6 56a 8 75 15 22S) 15 22'S 
Bombay .  . + «| 73 1 10 95 275 4 42 | 275 » 42 
Tanna. se 75 73 u 10 1875 4», 22'S) 18°75 » 22'S 
Deccan and Karnatah— 
Dharwar. zs qs 8 8 20 |20 
um . + ae 77 "75, 1g to 15 | 14 
eg ot en J) 656 7 g 1S aps) 1087 t0 1875 
Sholapur 7 656 9 9 15 » 225/20 ,, 22°5 
Bijapur Se ie ip 55 6 6 124 1S [135 9 AS 
Poona 7 tog | 7 tog | 8 torr | 8 tor |15 » 30 115 » 30 4 F 
Khandesh and NB, Decoan— | 
rae * «= «| 906 10 10 10 15 to2o | 1g to 20 
Sy eee TTS Ts 9 9 15 22'S) 15 22°5 
wate . * . al 6 9 | 15 9 22°5| 18» 22°5 
Gujarat— 
‘Sicat rt . . 9°08 B12 9 9 18°42 to 23°5 W oat 
Broach. ie | 7's ed | 7's 7S 15 22S 
oat ore ad a2. 9 9 Pe at) a. ” 875° 
jaro . . . . i 7 75, w 22"; u ow» 22 m 
Ahmadabad 5. | 712 g | 3 8 Iso nass (ase a5 : 
Goda. +e 3758 | 378 Z j TEI5 1S [1895 15 mw) 
Disa a2 eee ie HA 562 18 18°75 se 
Kéthiowsr— 
Rees ied 2. =| aS Ts Ts 7 1gtoag | 15 to 22's 
‘Central Provinces— 
Western 
Nimar ail 6 6 6 6 15 15 
‘Asirgarh Cantonment +| © 6 4 15 15 se fie 
Hoshangabad . . «| 6 5 6 6 13 to 1g | 13112 to 14 
Spek Doles gS 4 6 6 15 15 
‘Chhindwara | 35 4 8 8 15 6 f 
Nagpur. + i 6 7 7 1B 20 | 1 i 
Wardha». :| 6 575 7 6 18°75» 22'5| 20 
‘Contral— 
Ni Ta Hess) fe) 4 z 6 15 12 
Posie aks oe iow: et a. 5 8 6 a5 "5. 
Damoh . - + tl 4 4 6 6 12 to 15 | 12 to 15 
ieouiyre . + -| 3s 3's 6 6 12°3t 123 
anda «jm eth 4 4 6 6 12 t0 15 | 12 to 45 
ee aa | 4 cc 6 15 20 | 17°95 175 
io. 55 53 2» 32 | 10 1 
Bhandéra. + + -| © 4 8 15 15 
Chinda s+ + el 78 469 75 7s 5 aa'5| rgnator875 
Eastern— % 
fe grasa 4 5 5 4 16 
ipur . + 15 | 10 
Sambalpur . -| v1 gis 4 4 be 12 
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Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, is 
the 18th August 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports of — 


the period. 


‘ie 


Over northern India during the week under review the weather hasbeen more disturbed 


than it has been during the past 


Bay, on Friday the 12th, when 


two weeks. A slight storm appeared at the head of the 
light to moderate rain was reported over Bengal and light $0 


heavy rain over the United Provinces and the florthern Wistricts of the Punjab and of the 
North-West Frontier Province. The depression intensified during the 1ath and on the 
morning of the 13th had developed into a moderate cyclonic storm, but the rainfall had not 


altered, general light to moder: 


ate rain falling over Bengal and light to heavy rain over parts 


‘of Upper India. Un the 14th the storm was ‘moving north-westward through Chota Nagpur, 
but rain had decreased over Upper India, though showers had commenced over eastern 
Rajputana. By the asth the storm had reached the neighbourhood of Allahabad and heavyish 
rain was reported from some central stations, though the fall had practically ceased over 
~ horthewest India. On the morning of the 16th the storm was near Cawnpore and moderately 


heavy rain continued to fall in 


from other parts of northern India. The storm 


its immediate neighbourhood, though yery little was reported 
filled up during the day, but rain continued 


‘over the west of the United Provinces. 


The Bay monsoon has blown steadily into Burma during the week and the rainfall in 


the coast districts and in Lower Burma has been heavier than usual. On the other hand the _ 
‘Arabian Sea monsoon current has given very little rain. Only light scattered showers have 
been received over the Peninstila—even along the west coast—irom this source, while the 
porth Konkan, Gujarat and the North-west dry area have been practically rainless. 


‘The above summary shows that, with the exception of ‘Burma, nearly the whole of the 


tain, received during the weck under review, fell. in com 
to the 16th and the rainfall table shows that the only divi 


‘was more than the normal are tl 


ion with the storm of the 12th 
ions where the week's rainfall 
he Burma coast and Burma, wet divisions ; and the Cawnpore, 






Jhansi and Jaipur subdivisions. In all other parts of the country the rainfall has been below 
the average. in Baluchistan no rain whatever fell ; in Gujarat and the west Satpuras divi- 
‘sions and in the Bellary and Madura subdivisions less than oro”; and in the North-west 
dry and East coast (south) divisions, and the Waltair, Indore, Bijapur and Mysore sub- 


divisions less than 0'50”. 


‘The seasonal deficiency amounts to over—30% ; in the Lahore subdivision’ (—36) ; the 


North-west dry division (—64) 


); the Jubbulpore subdivision (—g2) ; the Indore subdivision 


(—49) ; the Ahmedabad subdivision (—73) ; the Rajkot subdivision (61) ; and the west 


tpuras division (—35)- 








Himalayasand Sub-Himalaya, 
. Indo-Gangetic Plain, Bast. 


Higalayas and Sub-Himalaya, 
We * 
g, Indo-Gangetic Plain, West. 


Pe Bauchiwas (eta) | 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
~ 48th August 1904, 


Madras.—There was no rain during the week in Coimbatore and Tinnevelly ; the fall 
was good in the Circars, the West Coast districts and on the hills, and light to fair elsewhere. 
Irrigation supplies are’ sufficient except in parts of the Circars, the Deccan, Salem, 
‘Madura and tinnevelly. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting continue generally. The 
standing crops are generally good, but some require rain in'parts of Kistna, Kurnool and 
Bellary, Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal outturn. Pasture is scant 
in paris of the Deccan, Nellore, and the Southern districts. The condition of cattle 
good. Prices are almost stationary. 


Bombay.—There was heavy rain during the week in parts of Belgaum, Ratnagi 
and Kanara ; moderate in parts of the Panch Mahals, Surat, Nasik, Thana, Colaba, Satara 
and Dharwar; slight in parts of Ahmedabad, Kaira, Broach, Ahmednagar and Poona; 
and very slight in parts of Thar and Parkar, Sholapur and Bijapur. More rain is urgently 
needed in several districts, Inundation is aepniae | in Sindh. Sowing‘of autumn crops 
continues in parts of Sindh, Surat, Nasik and the Carnatic, but is retarded iny parts of 
Broach, Nasik, Poona, Satara, the Carnatic and Baroda. Transplantation is completed in 
‘Colaba and continues in parts of Sindh, the Panch, Mahals, Thana, Nasik, Poona, Satara, 
Belgaum and Baroda ; but is retarded in parts of Kaira and, Broach, Autumn seedlings , 





have been damaged by locusts in parts of Colaba ; by rats in parts of Karachi, Hyderabad © — 


‘and Bijapur ; by insects in parts of Karachi; and are suffering from want of rain in 
tts of Thar and Parkar, Ahmedabad, Broach, Surat, the Deccan and the Carnatic. The 
der-supply is sufficient except in parts of Karachi, Larkana, Broach, Nasik, Ahmednagar, 


© -Sholapur an Bijapor, Agricultural stock is adequate, The water-supply is sufficient 
an 


except in parts of Nasik Bijapur. Prices have risen in two districts, and are stationary 


elsewhere. 


Bengal.i—-The rainfall during the week was general throughout the Province. Over 
42 inches were recorded in Muzaffarpur and excessive rain is rey to have caused 
injury to the crops in that district and in Bankura, Hooghly, Howrah, the 24-_ 
Parganas, Murshidabad, Patna, Gaya, Saran, Monghyr ‘and Palamau.» Insects haye also 
caused some damage to the jute crop in Nadia and Rajshahi, and to the early rice crops in 
Cuttack, In Patna, the Sonthal Parganas and Malda the crops have tena slightly from 
floods. Rain is needed for winter rice in Darbhanga, Purnea, Cuttack, Angul and Puri, 
spects are on the whole fair. Fodder is dear at Birbhum, Bankura and Malda. There 
is no want of water. The price of common rice has risen in eight districts ; has fallen in 
ten and is stationary in the remainder. r 


United Provinces.—Heavy rain fell throughout the Provinces during the week, 
retarding agricultural operations m places. Slight injury to crops in low lying lands is ~ 
fed ineplaces and clear weather is now required. " Preparation of fields for spring crops 
in progress, Supplies and fodder are sufficient and prices are stationary. 


‘ Punjab.—Good rain has fallen during the week in Hissar, Delhi, Umballa, Jullundur, 
“Sialkot, Rawalpindi and in parts of Ferozepore, Shahpur and Mianwali districts! Some 
‘rain has also been reported from other districts, It has been insufficient in Fero: 
Lahore, Amritsar, the Khushab tabsil of the Shahpur district, Mianwali and in the Sirsa 
tahsil of the Hissar district where more is wanted. The price of wheat is falling in 
‘Hissar, Delhi and Ferozepore, and rising in Jullundur, Amritsar, Rawalpindi and Mianwali, 
but is ‘unchanged elsewhere. ‘The prices of all other rains are fluctuating, Sowings 
of autumn crops are in progress in Hissar, Ferozepore, , Shabpur and Mooltan ; — 
are finished in Jullundur ; but are retarded in Amritsar and are insufficient in Mianwali 
Ploughings for spring have commenced in Jullundur. The condit 


of the standing crops is now: in Delhi, Umballa,, Ferozepore, Sialkot, 


08 irrigated land in Hissar ; fair in Rawalpindi ; average in Jullundur and Amritsar ; 
in 


Lahore and Shahpur; and unsatisfactory in Mianwali, The recent rain has 
good to the staniog crops, Cattle are gent in good condition 


done 
is said to be sufficient in all districts, except in the Sharakpur tahsil of the Lahore district, 








Progress in the introduction of, and results of working, the 
automatic vacuum brake on railways in India, during the six 
months ended the 31st December 1903, tables Nos. I and IL. 
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TABLE No, I, 


| Blatemeut showing, for’ the sie months ended the Stet December 1908, all eases in which the automatic vacuum 
brdhe failed to act, when required to be brought indo action, or caused delay an the working of trains, 








Name of doseription of, 
rakes ‘which falled or 
caused "lay in the 
{natanooe ‘speciied in 
olan 4 





{nsianoos under the tht following heads, separately, of = 
i) Failure oF partial fallare 10 et" when xequited in 
‘awe of an nceldeat to's frain, of a allison 
ay regener alg be si 
rllure or partial failure to set under ordinary 
Tae ete, GD Perunrtadoe te stp ctain chen Fegties | 
{Gi) Delay inthe worklog. of trainw in consequence of 














ishing whither they ara fron atest oe exped- 
‘or failure of machinery or material. ns 








3'6” Gavan, 


« Bengal-Nagpur 





Vacuum, automatic 


(i) and Gi) il. 


Srd July 1908 ,,, | (iti) Failure of machinery.—No, 15 down 

train dotainod 16 minutes ab Sini 
station, due to a leak in the hose pipe af a 
gas holder. 





Lith July 1908... 





Failure of machinery No, 4 ‘up mail 
train worked non-vaeunm from Howrsh to 
Khargpur, duo to » defoot in the train pipe, 


17th July 1908, | (ii) Failure of machinory.—No, 1 down mail 
train dotained 15 minutes at Roipur sta- 

tion, duo tow leak in the pipe of the 

» front-brakesvan. 


28rd Soptomber 1903 | (iii) Noglect of servants.—No. 12 up passonger 

train Wost 28 minutes at Kalizoati_ station 
and worked non-vacuum to Sini station, di 
to improper working of the brake ov! 
a dofeot in a carriage and also to the brakes 
of a fow vehicles not releasing, the shafts 
ofthe pistons being fast for waat of labrie 
cation. 








J26th Soptombor 1903 (iii) Failure of machinery —No. 15 down 
ger train detained 20 i 
tion, due to a leak in the vaewuma pipe, 








ith Soptember 1903} (iii) Failure of machinery —No, 6 down Pari 
wenger train detained 20 minntes at 
Fehurds Road station, to replace a datmaged 


washer of a carriage pipe. 








[30th September 1903} (ii) Failure of machinory.—No. 2 vp Bombay 

mai) train dotained 10 minutos at Kharg- 
pur station, duo to a defect in the vacuum 
pipe of the front brake-van, 


4th October 1903 | (iti) Failure of machinery-—No.1 down Bombay 

mail train detained 5 minutes at Kharg- 

x station and worked non-vacunm to 

Towrah station, due to a defect in the train 
pipe, 


27th Octobor 1903 | (iii) Failuro of machinery.—No. 15 down pas- 

senger tram detained 7 minutes at Sini 
tion, due to tho hose pipe of the rear 
brake-van drawing airs 











Srd November 1903 } (iii) Failure of machinery.—An up Puri special 
train lost 20 minutes at Andul tation. and 
worked non-yacuum to Khargpur station, 
due to a leak ix the rabber of the train hose 
pipe. 
6th November 1908 | (iii) Failure of mashinery.—No. 5 down Puri 
assenger train detained 10 minutos at 
jurda Road station, due toa leak in the 
vacuum pipe. 


{19th November 1908 | (iii) Failure of machinery.—No, $ down mail 

‘train detained 8 minutes at Dusi station, 
duo to tho uncoopling of the vaeuum pipo 
: Detwoon 2 Madras railway horse-boxos, 


‘9th Decomber 1908 | (iii) Failure of machinery.—No. 1 down mail train 
detained 10 minntes at Nagpur station, dae 
toadefect in the vacuum pipe of a 2nd 
class earriage. 














defects i, oF improper action of, the brake; | ‘brake 

















































TABLE No. 11~eontd. 


talement showing, for the siz months ended the 31st December 1903, alt eases in whick the automatic vacuum 
inate Jailed to act, when required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of trains—contd, 








Date of failure, 


Tasianect under the thne following head, separately, of — 
AD 'Fillore of paril filure to acl when reqotred in 
are Of ube ectdeat bo sit, oF 8 colin 
Setreen rine beg in ney 
uy valle rn fare eae, omer 
rortacy to sop tale wae re 
(4) Dela of tra meee 


soc 
peel a 
erie ee eres 

















6° Gaven—cor ta. 
mbes, Barod 
and Central India 








‘Vacuum, automatic 











6th July 1008. 


18th August 1903 


izdth September 1903 


9th November 1903 | 
| 


9th November 1903 


113th November 1903) 


L4th November 1903) 


5th December 1903 


Oth December 1903 


12th Angust 1903 





Gi) and (i)— Wit 


(iii) Failure of material—=No. 3 down ordinary 
train detained 12 minutes at Bandra station,| 
due to the brake block« binding on the wheels) 
of » vobicle. 


(iti) Failure of material —No. 3 down ordinary 
train detained 13 minutos at Kim station, 
duc to the brake blocks binding on the wheels 
of a whicle. 


\Gii) Failure of material.—No. 8 down ordinary 
‘train detained 10 minutes at Daman Road 
station, due to adhesion of the piston of a 
carriage. 


(iii) Neglect of sor te, 10 up. ordin 

train dotai TL minute? at Udvada 
station, and worked non-vacuum to Colaba 
station, due to a washer being deficient 
in the continuous pips, 











(iii) Neglect of servants—On croating vacaum, 
alter attaching a carriage truck to No. 4 up 
ordinary train at Bulsar statton, a leak was 
observed in the train pipe due ton washer 
being deficient in tho carris No 
detention reported. 








Gi) Neglect of servants —N 
train detained 7 mina 
station, due to the coupling joints between 
two carriages drawing air owing to the 
couplings not being properly tightened, 





14 up passon; 
etmadabad 











iii) Neglect of servants—No. 3 down ordinary 
‘tram started 12 minutes Inte from Ah 
medabad station, cue to a defect im the 
train pipe. 


(iii) Neglect of sorvants—No. 14 up passonger 
train Jost 14 mi otween Ahmedabad 
nd Nadiad stations, due to the cast iron 
joint of the hose pipes between two car- 
Tinges breaking owing to the conpling 
pipe having been allowed to bang down, 








(ii) Failure of materia=No. 4 up ortinary 
train detained 30 minutes at mile 168 and 
Siminutes at Bulsar station, due to the 
Drakes of three third elass carriages binding 
on tho wheels, owing to adhesion of some of 
the pisto 


(iii) Failure of material No.0 up mixed train 
started 10 minutes late from Ahmedabad 
station, duc to a leak in the vacaum pipe, 











(i) and (ij, : 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 8 down mail train 
detained 18minutes at mile 1/1, duo to 
«Jak in the Aap hat of the communication 
pipe of a Sra class eirriage. 











* 


























TABLE No. Il—contd, 


Statement showing, for the siz months ended the Blat December 1903, all eases in which the awtomatio vac 
Unake failed to act, when required to be brought into action, or caused delay am the working of trains—eonta, 


eee 








Name or doseription of 
‘beaker which fallod or 


ay) in tho | Date of fallre, 
aie: Tantanoee pected 
coun 


Instances under the three following hoads, separately, of 
(i) Pallure or partial falure to act” when. requ 
‘eave Ol am ecilent to. a train, or a Collision 
Inet 








to Pte ee 

allore‘or paral fallore to act andor ortuary 

(2) Parfumstaees to stop n ru wham rele 

(i) Delay inthe working "ol tesion tm consequcnec’ of 
alc oy ct improper ation ot 

‘lcingalsng beter they ron Sen 

toe of worraua,orfallue of tnchner 


























5! 6” Gavan—contd, 


Eastern Rongal State] Vacuuin, automatic | 18th August 1903 
—coneld. 
26th August 1903 


20th November 1908] 


26th December 1903 


East Indian, Ditto 
1th July 1908 


12th July 1903. 


17th July 1903. 


27th July 1908. 


Ist August 1908... 


5th Avgust 1903. 


16th August 1908 























(iia) Failure of materisl—No. 96 down mail 
train detained 26 minutes nt Khardaha 
tion, due to some grit or dirt getting on to 
th large ejector face. 





Failure of material=No, 176 down  passene 
ger train Jost 8 minul between Belin- 
ghatn and Ballygunge stations, due to some 
defect in the train pipe, 








(iii) Failore of material—No, 16 down passenger 
train worked non-vacuum from Chooadanga 
to Calcutta, due to leak in the hose pipe 
of a Grd class carriage, 








(iii) Neglect of sorvants—No. 34 down passenger | 


train detained 7 minutes at Poradaha June- 
tion station, due to the universal, 
coupling of & luggage van having perished. 








(i) and (i)— ie. 


(iii) Failure of material—No 6 down passenger 
train lost 1 hour and 24 minutes. between 
Buxar and Mokameh stations, due to the 
train pipe on the engine breaking below the 
combination ejector. 


Failure of material —No. 6 down passenger 
train detained 17 minutes at Buxar station 
and worked non-vacumn to Mokameh, due 
to some defect in the broko apparatus, 





(iii) Failure of material —No. 37 ap local passen- 
ger train detained 13 minutes at Seoraphull 
station and worked non eaenum to Hooghly, 
due to some dofeet in the brairo apparatus. 





(iii) Failure of machinory—No. 6 up passenger 
train lest 16 minutes betwoon Howrah and 
Burdwan stations, due to the brake blocks 
of Gourriages snd a brake-van binding on 
the wheels. ‘The train worked non-vacuum 
from Hooghly to Asansol, 








(iii) Failuse of material—No. 6 down passe 
train detained 24 minuies ot Behra station 
and worked non-vacuum to Mokameh, due 
to somo defect in the brake apparatus, 








(iil) Failure of material,—No. 20 down passenger 
trait detained 11 mimtes at Tinpabar 
station and worked non-vaewam to Rampore 
Haut, due to vome defect in the brake 
apparatus. 


(iii) Failure of matorisl —No, 7 up passenger 
train lost 37 minutes between Asansol and. 
‘Mokameh stations, 6 minutes at. the latter 
station and 16 minutes at Karisath station, 
due tosome defect in the brake apparatus. 


















\ZETTE OFaNDIA, Aucus? 20, t904. 
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TABLE No, I1—contd. 





Statement showing, for the six months ended the 31st December 1903, all cases in which the automatic vacuity, 
brake failed to act; when required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of trains— 


contd. 











‘Railway. 


Name or description of 
‘Draken which failed Or 
feiusod delay in the 
fnstances epecified in 


eolumn &, 


Date of failure, 


‘Tostances unr the thre lowing head, pperatoly of 
() Failure oF partial failure to wot When required in 
‘one of an accident to's train, or a collision 
between trains being imentnent ; 
(ii) Pailore or partial failure to act ‘under ordinary 
oironmpetareos to atop a train when req aired 3, 
Gi) Delay ‘ia"the working of trains in ennsequende of 
ilofeota in, oF improper action of, the brake 3 
\ing whether they aFose from nogleet sxperi- 
fence of dervante, or failure of mucliluery OF ti 











Namber of miles 
ron by trains 
Aited with "the 
automatic vaouain 
brake, 





5 6" Gavar—contd| 


East Indian—contd, 


Vacuum, automatic 





25th Avgust 1908 


17th September 1903} 


Sth October 1903 .., 


‘8th October 1903 ., 


25th October 1903 


[28th October 1903... 


{Oth November 1903 
13th November 1903 | 
14th November 1903 


15th November 1903 








(iii) Fnilure of material —No. § up pascen 
train detained 10 minutos at Talindoo 
station and worked non-vacum to Asansol 
station, duo to some defeot in the brake 
apparatus, 





(iii) Failure of machinory.—No, 11 up passenger 
train lost 2 minutes between Moghal Sarai 
and Jeonathpur stations and 5 minutes at 
Teonathpar station, due to tho train pipe on 
fan officor’s carringe drawing air. ‘The train 
worked non-vasuum from Moghal Sarai to 
Ahranra Road, 


(iii) Noglect of servants No. 6 down passenger 
train detained 14 minutos at Buxar station, 
due to improper coupling of the vacuum 
hose pipos. 





(iii) Failure of material—No. 5 up pussenger 
train detained 15 minutes at Manauri station, 
duo to the engine release valve spring 
breaking. 


(iii) Bailare of machinery.—No. 7 up passenger 
train detained 14 minutes at a station 
and worked non-vacnum to Ghaziabad sta- 
tion, due to a leak in the train pipe. 











(ii) Failure of mashinery.—No, 16 down passen- 
ger train detained 5 minutes at Khnrja 
station and 6 minutes at Hathras station, 
duo to tho internal oxhaust-pipe on the 
engine leaking. ‘The train worked non- 
‘yecuum from Hathras to Tundla, 


(iii) Failure of machinory—No. 5 up passenger 
) Mnirloet TA minntoe between “Bone ed 
Gahmar stations, due to leak in the train 


Pipe of a luggage-van, 








(ii) Failare of materia —No.16 down local pas- 
songer train d:fained 87. minutes at Ondal 
station, duo to the brake blocks of two carti- 
ages binding on the wheels, 


(iii) Failure of material No, 12 down passenger 
train detnined 25 minntes at Damraon sta- 
+ tion and worked non-vacuum to Boxar 





(ii) Failure of machinory—No, 4 down Bombay 
mail train detained 2 minutes at Naini stax 
tion, 5 minutes between Mirzapur and 
‘Moghal Sgrai and 13 minatos at Mogbal Sarai 
station, due toa defect in the hose pipe of a 
third class args andaleak in the piston 
gland of a Ist class ca belonging to 
‘the Oudh and Rohilkhand railway. The train 
yrotied non-waeuuan from Moghal Siri to 

juxar. 








ee a 


Se el 


+See page 1450. 
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aR OTTER 


eccete ran quiere oF nga, Adena 
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? TABLE No. U.—contd, 


Blatement akowing, for the siz months enited the 81st Decemder't903, all casge in which the automatic vacuum 
drake failed to act, when required to be'brought into action, dr caused delay in the working of trains—oontd. 


on 1 2 f) ‘ 6 





antanen ander he the lloiag ends, spaatl, of 
; a) Rename ee; partial “ailure to ‘act when required in 





ome of itegeteaa rola | Number, ot eg 
Mates which oreo tra famines 5 7 oo 
Yallaro or fare to tet ‘under’ ordinary | Avtod “with the 
Rasteay. SiSen Dato of fallure, (a remmntaoc ‘ttuin when reqarod ; | automate yacaus 


2 Me clreurntances to sion 
eoluma a it) Delay inthe working of trains In cousequende of | Drake, 
? tet or proper agin of he rake 1 
logaishing whether they arose from neglect gt tnexpoet- 
> Sito WF servant, or future of machinery of material 








¥ 


“5! 6" Gavar—contd 


i i (ii) Failure of material.—No. 12 down passat 
Bast ftian—conoté,| Vacuum, automatic |16:h November 1003} (if) Faftaro of materia ager 


Trinuies af Taare sea | 
tion, duo to adhesion of the piston of a | 
# 





carriage. 


train lost 12 minutes and works 

Dotween Asansol and Madhupur stations, 
due to the engine apparatus being out of 
order. 


th December 1908 | (iii) Failure of machinery.—No. 7 » passenger 
‘non-vagaum| 





1903] (iti) Failure of material No. 12 down passenger 
1 Bi Dene 1008 (Fee dvtatowl 1Ssxibunten of Doll otetine 
and worked non-vacwuin to Ghaziabad, duo 
" to defective vehicles being attached at Delhi, 


1° 1909) (iii) Failure of matorial—No. 11 up” passengor 
Bath Recent ia train detained 1! minutes at Fark maton 

and 16 minutes between Kulharia and 
Arrah s‘ations, due to. the brake of 
" ‘two 3rd clase carriages and a brake-van 
ts binding on the wheels. Tho train worked 
& ' nou-vacuum from Arrab to Busur. 






ula. 





4 Tuly 1908 | Gi) Neglest of sorvants—No. 6 np mail train 
abe 1] Ae egal Odenton at Bhandug station and 
6 minutes betwoen Kalyan and Bycalla 

tions, dueto jammning of the steam valve 
spindle. 

















. 5th July 1908 (iii) Neglect of sorvants—No, 18 up_passony 
train detained 10 minutes at Thal Ghat 


station, due to ‘ard's valve. in 
fan Kast Indian fallony take 


properly adjusted, 








Gron@Indian Penin- | Vacuum, automatic a (i) and (i) —Wil. | 
e-van not being | 


2nd July 1908 | (ii) Failure of material No, 16. ’ 
ey oe train worked from ‘Bina to. Bhupalatation 


with a North Western railway horse-box 2, 
Mentions sth, torial etlaae! 4 head ag 


23xd July 1908 | (iii) Neglect of sorvants—No, 14 up passer 
ui ‘rnin lost 17 minutes tebwoen Dowangun] 
, and Sukhi Siwanix stations, due to tho 
driver not being able to keep sufficient steam 
; _ to-anaintain proper vacuum, n 

oe 

‘24th July 1903 (iii) Neglect cf sorvants.—No, 30 up ager | 
train detained 3 minutes at Martur F i 
. -duo to the flexible coupling of a 2nd class 
. carriage being deficient of & rubber washer. 


26th July 1903 (iii) Failure of material—No. 15 down passen; 
* train worked non-vacuum from sy 











gor 
opal to 


Bina station, due to a punetare in’ the hose 
" pipe of a North Western railway horse-box. |J 


















py aise iy 




















’ "TABLE No. I1—contd, i 
¥ 
Statement dhowing, for the six months ended the Sst December 1903, all cases in which the automatic vacium > 


brake failed to act, when required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of trains— 
‘ 























contd. Ae 
tas 2 8 ‘ 4 a 
Talancen ander the these flowing hende, separately, of — : 
i) Failure or partial fallre to eet when regdieed Ta 
ma sw Mele cate Tait a 9 Sch 
faved. “delay tn ike Slit: uy vallttgar pete! tre te oe! nda eedloary | Ht “eich "ane 
‘allway. Kien “ejected hn | Date of fator, ireumatknees tostop' train when requived; "| antomatle yaout 
alt, cmd. (ii) Delain he morking of ron i eooneqence of | brake, Pa 
—— scsi, oF iptoper sai a the ace * 
r weulshing whottier they arose from negieet oF Inexperl« 
1 tervanisy oF faare of machinery of matetal : 
oe” conta, 





Great IndianPenin- | Vacuuni automatic | 20th July 1903 | (ii) Neglect of sereanta—No, 16.0 ” 
tula—ooitd, train detained 16-minviee atTubdla. eta 





tion and worked non-vacmmn to Agra 
Fort ion, due to the dirty condition of 
the ejector cones of the engine, 


27th August 1903 | (iii) Failure of material.—No. 19 down passenger 
train started 15 minutes late from Victoria 
. Torminus station, due to tho driver being 

unable to create a vacuum 
hose pipes of a horte-box havin 
’ tared and to tho impropo 
the van valvo of the brake 
16th September 1903} (iit) Failure of material.—No. 15 down passenger 
train worked non-vacuam botweon Morar 
sy ond and Banmor stations, due to the 
' Clayton coupling washer on the engine train 

pipe having perished, 


| 17th September 1903] (iii) Failure of material —No. 15 down pas: 
senger train started 20 minutes late from 
| Victoria ‘Terminus station, due to tho 
driver being unable to create a vacuum 
owing to the flexible hose pipe of a 
road-van drawing air badly. 


26th September 1903} (iii) Failure of machinery.—No. 6 up mail 
in worked non-vacuum from Dilwara 
to Bina station, due to the engine vacuum 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
steam pipe joint blowing out at the bot- | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








een. pune | 
ijustmont of 






































tom fiango, 


5th Octobor 1908... | (ili) Failure of machinery —No. 28 down pas- 

s “a saupaeiestn Satpal AB minutes at mule 

and worked non-vacuum to Nagy 

due to tho branch pipe connecting the 

train pipe with the engine vacuum cylinders 
breaking. 





Gth October 1908 | (ili) Neglect of  servants.—No. 19 down pas- 

songer train started hour Inte from 
Victoria Terminus station, due to the 
boing unable to create @ vacuum 
owing toa match stick and a piece of | 
waste having been found inserted in the 
valve of the guard's brake-van. 


8th October 1903 | (iii) Frilure of matorial.—No. 15 down pas- 
senger train started 15 minutes late from 
Harda station and worked non-vaewuin 
to Bina station, due to the driver 
deing unablo to create @ Yaouum owing 
to the brako neck rings of a rond-van amd 
¢ an Rast Indian railway brake-van leaking 














badly. 
15th Octobdr 1903. | (iii) Failure of material—No. 13 down passen- 
» train worked non-vaeunm from mile 32 

Ro Bhopal station, due to the driver being 
‘unable to maintain vacuum owing to the 
‘small diso valve boing out and the piston 





| neok rings of the vacuum cylinders ou the 
engine and tender drawing air, 
‘ 

1908 (iii) Failure of matorial.—No.° 14 up passon, 
“esbernts TTT dnd ncverpa eos rea 
to Agradunction station, due to leaks in the 
hhose pipe of two Madras railway carriage 
‘trucks. 





























TABLE No. I1—contd, 


\Slalement showing, for the sin months ended the Sst December 1903, alt cases in which the automatic vacuwin 
brake failed (0 act, when required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working’of trains—oontd, 








Ramer description of 

‘rakes whieh fallod OF | Date of failures 

ceansed “delay ‘in the 

fogtinee apelded 9 
ore 





‘under Une three following heads. separatey, of — 
ae) Fall oe failure to act when required in 
eats train, “or ‘a colsbon 
etree trains beter domtnes 
{hy Palare or partial fail to aot de, oar 
‘lrumatan cas to stop train 
Cu) Detar the Working ot ta 
deteat 


re proper action 
‘ietingaising whether thes arose ‘OF inex 
Perle of werauta, or failure uncial aery or pntaral 









Number ete 
ua * 
eve with the 
sttomaden yas 


‘uum rake. 





6° 6" Gavox—condd. 
Great Indian Penin-| Vacuum, automatic | 25th October 1009 





sula~coucld, 
8th Noverbor 1903 
© Madras Ditto 
oth July 1908 
. 
24th July 1908 


20th October 1903 





\ 12th October 1903, 


| 
. | 8th Novombor 1903 


| 26th November 1903) 


Y Reith Western Ditto 


: Ast July 1908, 
4th July 1908 
L 
10th July 1008 , 
ae 





(iii) Failure of machinory.—No. 6 down mail 
train workod non-vacuum from Basoda 
to Binastation, due tow leak in the engi 
train pipe nut ‘attached to the eombination 
ejector, 











i) Failney of material. —No. 18 down pausr 

jon-vacunm from Gwalior 
m, duo to two Srd_ class 
ing through the diaphragm 











carriages le 
release valves. 

(i) and Gi)—Wit. 

(iii) Failure of machinery.—No. 2 up mail_train 
detained 7 minutésat mile 197-4, North: 
East line, due to the train pipe connection 
to the engine cylinder drawing air, 





(iii) Failure of material =No 75 down local 
‘train detained 15 minutes at mile 61-10, 
South-West line, due to adhesion of the 
piston of the engine. 





(iil) Failure of machinory.—No. 14 up mail train 
detained 18 minutes at Nandalur station, 
and worked non-vacuum to Renigunta 
tion, due to the cylinder of a composite carri- 
age belonging to the Nizam’s Guaranteed 
Beata vaibenge being defective and its piston 
gland leaking, 


(iii) Failure of material.—No. 1 down mail 
train lost 17 minutes and worked non-yaowura 
between Sullurupeta and Bitragunta stations, 
due tothe howe coupling of a saloon carriage 
becoming damaged, 


(iii) Failure of  machinery,—No. 90 tp looal 
train detained 10 minutes at  Perambur 
Wort station, duo to adhesion of the piston 
of the engine, 











(iii) Failure of machinery—»No, 27 down local 
train detuined 8 minutes at Veyasarpaudy 
station, and worked non-vacuum to. its 
destination, due to the big' ejector of the 
engine boing dafective, 


(@) and (ii)—: 


(iii) Failure of material—A down. special goods 
train detained 6 hours at Kolpur station, 
dao to the clappet valve washor 'baing’ defi 
cient. 











(i) Falla of machinery —No, Lup ail train 

loft Ruk Junction without vacuum, due 

to a leak in the steam cock pipo on the 

top of tho gator owing to the rng. av. 

ing pal pipe, WI onted 
vaennm boing maintained. pet 


(Gli) Neglect of servitobs—No. 8 down mail tmin 
lost. 7 minntes between Kobar and Dabark} 
sions, due to uneonpling ofthe hove pipe 

















2,791,218. 


| 
| 
| 


ahem > 


07,000" 





E 
ms 
; 

















TABLE No. 1—cortd. ? 





Statement showing) for the sie months ended the B1el December 1903, all cases in which the automatic varwum * 


brake failed to act, when required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of trains—contd. . 


ho 








Raiway. 


ame or description of 
‘brakes whioh ialied oF 
eauied “delay in the 
instances: specified in 
column de 


Dato of failure, 





Tnstaneee onder the three following heade, separately, of: 
(Q) Pallove or partial titure fo tot when neqaired In 
‘iat of a aogident to a. train, OF a eolls1on 
‘etwoon trator being imminent 
(i) Failure’ ‘or partial” fathare™ to. ket under ordinary 
‘lreumstatoes to stap trata wha required j 
(il) Deity in the working’ ef trany fa" cobeaguey 
auntie or moon actin cy the ace 
inguisng whether ther arose from tegleat oF. tn 
Dovleuee of servants, or fallare of machinery ¥ maior 




















5! 6" Gavak—contd. 


North Wostern. 
Statecontd. 































‘Vacuum, antomatic 


16th July 1908 


3rd November 1903 


4th November 1903 


‘5th November 1903 


1st December 1903 


‘2nd December 1903 


6th December 1903 





27th November 1908) (iii) Neglect of servonts—No. 1 np mail 


(iii) Neglect of servant—No, 7 up mail train 
detained 6 minutes at Pad Idan siation, due 
to the hose pipe between two carriages 
not being properly coupled and drawing 
air. 





[30th September 1908) (iii) Failure of material—No. 2 down Quetta 


mail train detained 21 minutes at Quetta 
station, duc to a loak in the hose pipe of a 
horso-box. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.=No. 2 down mail train 
detained 14 minutes at Jacobabad station, 
due to the driver being unable to ereate 
‘vacutim, owing to the hoso pipes betwen the 
engine ‘and tonder not being properly 
coupled. 


(iii) Neglect of servants.—No, 8 up_ passenger 
train detained § minutes at DelhT station, 
duo to a defective hose pipe on a horse- 
box. 








(iii) Nogleot of xervants—No. 21 up mixed train 
detained 28 minutes at Rojhanwali station, 
duo to the universal hose pipe of a carriage 
attached at that station being deficient of 
‘two rubber washers, 





18th November 1903) (iii) Negleat of sorvants.—No. 52 down passengor 


train lost 10 minutds betweon Suku and 
Buk stations, duo to a leak in the train pipe 
of one of the carriages. 





lost 18 minutes between Jacobabad and Sibi 
stations, due to tho driver being unable 

tain sufficient vacuum owing to a 
leak in the train pipe of a water tank 








29th November 1903) (iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 17 up passenger 


train detained 16 minutes at Delhi station, 
due to adofective India rubber universal 


hose pipe on a bogiv carriage. 


ii) Pailure of material,—No. 24 down passenger 
train lost 7 minutes between Dabhoji and 
Pipri stations, due to tho small ejector 
Yeing unable to maintain vacuum owing to 
‘a leak in the packing ring of a brake-van. 


(ii!) Nogloot of sorvants—No. 6 up mixed train 
detained Lhour and 8 minutes at Qui 
station, due to tho largo ejector air disc 
doing off its face. 





(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 41 vj aseen ger 

\ train detained 5 minutes at lyderabad 
station, due to the 2” India rubler washer 
of tho hose pipe of an. intermodinte class 
carriage being tom in the act of disconnect= 
§ng tho pipes for shunting purposes. 


\(ii) Failure of matorial—No, 27 up goods train 

Jost 42 minutes between Kolpur and Spezand| 
stations, due to the ejettor failing to 
reoroaie vacuum quickly, owing to a leak 
jn the piston packing rings. 








Nambér of miles 

‘run by trains fitted 
‘with the automatio 
‘yweunm brakes 
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North Wostern State | Vacuum, automatic 


Ovdh and Rohil- | Vacuum, automatic 
be 1d State. 

















i 4 eon, 
Statement’ showing, for the aix months ended the B1at December 1908, all cases “in whigh monaiunatenrs | 
© brake failed to act, when reguired to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of tra td. 
Q 


eg a ee 









tt 
‘trains bore imminent; 
‘OF partial failure. to act under 
imstanoes to stop & train when required ) 
i erking a ene tn onenguanen 


8 train, ot a collision | Ne 








7th December 1903 


15th December 1903) 


2nd July 1903 
7th August 1908 
Sth Augnst 1908 


‘15th August 1903 


19th August 1903 


10th September 1903 


1th September 1908 


23rd September 1903 
| 
25th September 1903 


‘9th October 1903 





Git) Failare of material.—No. 2 down Quetta 
mail train detained 9 minutes at Templo 
Dera station, duo to the rubber rolling ring 
of a rd class carringo twisting aud causing 
adhesion of the piston. 


Gii) Failure of material. —No. 1 up Quetta mail 
train detained 30 minutes at Lindsay 
station, de to the rabber rolling ring of a 3rd] 
class carriage twisting and causing adhesion 
of tho piston, 

(i) and (ii) Zit, 

(iii) Failure of materinl—No, 65 up passengor 
train detained 10 minutos at Shahjahan- 


pur station, due to a leak in the hose pi 
Washer of a $rd class carriage, = 





(iii) Neglect of sorvants.—No. 4 down passenger 
train detained 37 minutes at mile 168 on 
the loop live, due toa leak in the coupling 
of @ Std class carriage, 


(i) Failure of materiaL—No. 4 down passenger 
train dotained 12 mioutes at Lucknow 
station, due to a leak in the piston gland 
poking of the brake-van. 


ii) Nogleot of servants-—No. 11 up mail train 
on the Aligarh branch lost 10 minutes between| 
Basharatganj and Aonla stations, due 
to tho piston packing rings of two Srd 
class carriages blowing. 


ii) Negleot_ of sorvants.—No. 6 down passenger 
train detained 20 minutos at Rosa station, 
duo to the vacuum pipes of some carriages 
doing defective, 





(iii) Neglect of servants.—No. 4 down ngor 
train_ lost 20 minutes betweon Moradabad 
and Rampur stations, due to the universal 
hhose pipe between the engine and tender 
drawing air. 





i auadctiaeNe ae Sap. raceme 
tmin detained 9 minutes at Pitambarpur 
tation, owing to, spiston ofa Brd clase 
cnradags diawing airs 


(iii) Failure of material —No. 6 up possenger train 
detained 8 minutes at Mughalpar’ station, 
Gue to tho piston of a North Western railway 
2nd class ebrringe drawing «i 





(ii) Failure of material —No. 5 
YM elaond 36 talaste ere tal erhce 
and Dhampur stations, due to the eaeuum 
howe pipe of & composite carriago having 

(ii) Neglect of sereants—No. 47 up mail train 
on the Delhi branch Tost 31 minutos between 
Morudabad and Hakeempur stations, due 





Seo page 1455. 








to the hose pipe cou hor of a beak 
weMigaear sone 
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mouths ended the 31st 
required to be brought into action, or caused delay in the working of trains—oontd, 


December 1908, 








Dato of fatare, 


JTostances undar the threo following heads, soparatoly, of — 
() Failure o ‘partial failure to net heen eegehcad tn 
cate of n_aveldin: to 8 tein ae etn 2 


(4) Fatiury oF partial talhtve to ack un 


jcfeots in, oF improper action of, the mej 
latinguihiog: whether they arose ftom selec 
Deven catty, loc aan mame 








Gavar—concld, 

pyr evans 
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Burma 









‘Vacuum, automatic 


Ditto 


26th October 1908. 


12th November 1903| 


15th November 1903} 


30th November 1903 





30th November 1903) 


2st July 1903 


10th August 1903 


12th August 1903 


24th September 1903} 


11th November 1903 


11th November 1903) 


18th December 1908 


‘26th Decombor 903 


(iii) Failure of material—No, 18 down 
train detained 10 minutes at Sanods station, 
{luc to the piston rod of the engine eylindgr, 
having, come out, 


(i) Pailore of materiul.—No. 6 up pasongor train 
detained 21 animus at’ Morwtatad statin 


duo to the hose pipe of an Intermediate elase 
carriage dragring ir, 


letained 16 minutes at San station, duc 
to a dofect in the washer of the hose pipe of a 
composite (Ist and 2nd class), carriage, 


(tii) Failure of material—No, 17 up mixed train 
on the Dehra Dun branch detained 16 
‘minutes at mile 3, due to Jeaks in tho piston 
rod packing rings of two 3rd class earniagen, 


(i) Negi of servants-No.4 own passenger tran | 
(ii) Neglect of servants-No.. 5 up passenger | 
‘train detained 10 minutes at "onlin 
station, duo to the piston rod packing of 
Std class and a composite carriage drawing air’ 


() and (ii)—ai. 


detained a minute and a half, duo to perish 
ing of the piston neok rings of two wagons, 


Gil) Neglect of, sorvant—No. 8 up mail train 
Sarted 19 minutes lato, due to the 
ejector steam dise valve Blowing throogh 
noglest to Sigilen the mut whi 


‘to the port 


1 
Gi) Failure of material.—No. 108 down train | 
holds it | 


(iil) Failure of material—Nos. 69 up and 64 
down local trains worked non-yacwum, due 
to the. exhaust-pipe in tho smoke-box of 
tho eogine having worn through. 


(ii) Failure of material—No. 3 up mail train 

detained 15. minutes at mile 65 near Pyin 
bongyi station, due to tho vacuum chamber 
hose pipe of tho engine boing rent, 


Gi) Neglect of servants.—No, 107 up mixed 
train detained 2 hours and 20 minutes, due 
to the cone of the big ejector being blocked 
by a piece of waste. 


(ti) Failure of ‘materiaL—No, 8 up mail train 
detained 14 minutes, due to the rolling rin 
being twisted and somewhat slack throug: 
went. . 


(ii) Neglect of servants.—No. 3 up mail train 

detained 26 minutes at Panngdawthi station 
and worked non-vaeum to Toungoo, due to 
aleak in the vacuum chamber pipa of the 
engine owing to the screw ferrule slacking 


(ii) Neglect of sorvants.~No. 8 up mail train 
! astuined wet das tion of the 














piston of the engine owing to the brace blocks 
fot having best akon ute ¥ 






tw 8 being imminent Number 
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ot miler 

if er oeanay | ru tated 
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Cay vale anne ot eto eee | tome 
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‘27th July 1903 


26th July 1903 


T7th Angust 1908 





fit) Neglect of sarrante-No, 76 
fo Tost 6 winner bolwoon Barba 


ad Bada 
fe latin i il don tt a be aoe pete 
he ee ‘up of the aoe bbe. | 
i) Taller at hinery.—No. 16 teat lot, 
ete 
sain ane to pt iae brakes not otha 
properly H 


iy Patlue af ra bal = No, 10 Born 


Tost. tes botweon Ja 
Beat 
iin Bigs 


(ili) Nogleos of sorvants—No. 16 dow: 
 foain detained 7 minutos Ea 
Junction station, in putting on A 
to the ose pipo.of o dd class carriage. 
(i) Radar of saairinl “Ne, 25. 4p panenger 
yates betwoon 


‘tevin lost, 18 Sara 
to the ts 
“ran having bust. 
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Rainfall summary for the seven days ending at 8 am. on Thursday, 
the 25th August 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports 
the period. 


‘As was the case last week the Arabian Sea monsoon has failed almost completely as a — 
rain-giving current. The wind along the west coast of the Peninsula has, throughout the 
week, been light and variable, and, though scattered showers have occurred at tl 
stations, the centre and south of the Peninsula, Gujarat, the south of the North-west Dry, 
Area, the west of the Central goviaces and the west of Central India have been practically — 
rainless. ; 


On the other hand the Bay monsoon has been fairly vigorous anda moderate cyclonic 
storm has determined moderately heavy rain to north-eastern and northern India. The — 
storm began to form on the 19th on which day rain was fairly general over north-cast India 
‘and showers were falling at the hill and submontane stations of northern India. Onthe — 
2oth the storm continued to develop and showers had extended into the Gangetic plain — 
and the east of the Central Provinces. The reports of the 21st showed that the storm had 
continued to intensify and the rainfall to extend. During the 21st the storm crossed the 
Orissa coast advancing north-westward, and at 8 A.M, on the 22nd the centre was near 
Hazaribagh, on the 23rd mear Allahabad and on the . and 25th near Agra. With the 
advance of the depression north-westward rain increased over the United Provinces and 
eastern Rajputana while it fell off over north-east India and Burma, 


The rainfall table shows that the week's rainfall was normal or in some excess over 
Burma, the Calcutta subdivision, west Bengal, the United Provinces, the east and north of 
the Punjab and the east of Rajputana. The excess was considerable and more than 50 per 
cent. over upper Burma, and the Ranchi, Darbhanga, Bahraich, Patna and Simla sub- 
divisions. 

In all otier hes the week's rainfall was more or less deficient and in the Indore, 
Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Bellary and Hyderabad subdivisions and the west Satpuras and 
coast (south) divisions did not exceed vio”, The defic&ncy was considerable to large 
and more than 70 per cent, in the Jubbulpore and Indore subdivisions and in the west 
coast, Gujrat, west Satpuras, Deccan, south India and cast coast (south divisions). 


‘The principal seasonal deficiencies expressed as a percentage are:—Lahore sub-_ 





















division (—35%) ; the North-west Dry Area (—61%); Jubbalpore subdivision (—35%) ; Indore 
subdivision (53%) ; Ahmedabad subdivision (~74%) ; Rajkot subdivision (nes) and the 
west Satpuras division (—40%).. f 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
20th August 1904. 


Madras.—There was no rain during the week in Kistna, Nellore, Tinnevelly, parts of 
the Deccan and the Carnatic, but elsewhere it was light to fair. Irrigation supplii 
are insufficient in parts of the Circars, the Deccan, Arcot, Salem and the Southern 
ariticts,  Ploughing, sowing and transplanting continue generally. The standing crops 
cietrenerally in good condition, but some require rain in parts of Godavari, Kistna and 
the Deccan, Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal outturn. Pasture is scanty 
in parts of the Deccan, Nellore and the Southern districts, but fodder is procurable. The 
tondition of cattle is good. Prices are generally stationary. 


Bombay.—There was moderate rain during the week in of Ratnagiri and 
Kanara ; slight in parts of Thana, Colaba, Nasik, Satara ard B im, and very slight 
[itarts of Ahmedabad, the Panch Mabals, Kaira, Surat, Khandesb, Abmednagar, Poona, 
Sholapur, Bijapur and Dharwar. More rain is urgently needed. Inundation is fair in 
Sindh, Sowing of autumn crops continues in Re ‘of Sindh, Ahmedabad and the Carnatic, 
but is retarded in parts of Larkana, Kaira, the Deccan and the Carnatic. Transplantation is 
Completed in Ratnagiri; continues in parts of Sindh, Thana, Nasik, Poona, Satara 
and Belgaum ; but is retarded in parts of Broach, Thana and Nasik, Autumn li 
have been damaged by locusts in parts of Colaba and Khandesh ; by rats or insects in patts. 
of Karachi age erat ‘and are suffering from want of rain in parts of Thar and Parkar, 
Gurrat, theDecean, Carnatic and Kathiawar. The fodder-supply is sufficient except in parts 
of Karachi, ‘Larkana, Thar and Parkar, Broach, the Deccan and Bijapur, The water-suppl 
is adequate except in parts of Karachi, Khandesh, Nasik, Bijapur and Baroda. ricul= 
tural stock is sufficient, Prices have risen in cight districts, and are stationary elsewhere. 

Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was general and in some places heavy. 


Excessive rain has caused injury to crops in Bankura, Patna, Saran and Palamau, 
Crops were also damaged by floods in some parts of Burdwan, Hooghly, Howrah, Murshida- 
Fe? Phina, Malda and the Sontbal Parganas. In Monghyr two thanas, Gogri and Begusarai 
ad oe Bhagalpur some parts of two thanas are reported to be floaded owing to an unuswal 
and i the Ganges, Transplantation of winter tice is going on, but more rain is needed 
ie burk Prospects are fait. Fodder and water are generally suficient, | The price of com- 


' gon rice has risen in five districts ; has fallen in nine ‘and is stationary in the remainder, 


United Provinces —Rain has been general throughout the Province during the 
week. Damage to some extent has been done to erops in low lying lands and agricultural 
Dperations are backward in places, particularly in Bundelkhand owing to excessive rain. A 
break is much wanted, Harvesting of early autumn crops has commenced in a few districts. 
The condition of the standing crops in Hamirpur is unsatisfactory and prospects are said to 
be indifferent thete. Fields are being prepared for spring crops. cupaies and fodder 
are sufficient and prices are almost stationary. 


Punjab,—Good rain has fallen in Rawalpindiand in parts of Umballa, Jullundur, Feroze- 
pore, Lahore, Sialkot ‘and Shabpur. Insignificant showers have also been reported from 
ts of other districts except Delhi, More rain is wanted in the Sirsa tabsil of Hissar, 
Pitballa, Jullundir,  Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar and Mianwali. ‘The price of wheat ig 
rising in Umballa, Jullundur, Ferozepore, Lahore, Amritsar, Sialkot, Shahpur and Mianwali 
ed falling in. Rawalpindi and Mooltan. The prices of other food-grains are fluctuatiag, 
‘Sowings of autumn crops are in progress in patts of Hissar, Ferozepore, Amritsar, Sialkot, 
Shahpur, Mianwali and Mooltan. airs gee lands have not generally been sown in 
Lahore and Ferozepore for want of rain. ‘loughings for spring ae continue in Jullundur 
and have commenced in Lahore and Amritsar. The condition the standing crops is 
I reported rae in Higsar, Delhi, Ferozepore and Sialkot ; fair in Rawalpindi; average 
hee in Jullundur and Amritsar ; but below average in Lahore and Shahpur. Crops are suffering 
om for want of rain in Umballa and Amritsar, The recent rain bas benefited the standing 
. crops. Cattle are generally in good condition. Fodder is said to be sufficient in all dis- 
tricts, except in the Sharakpur tahsil cof the Lahore district, 


North-West Frontier Province—Rainfall during the weck—Hazara 2 inches, 
Peshawar and Kohat half an inch ; very little in. Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan, More rain 
_ jg gencrally needed but a break appears to have set in. Autumn sowings have been com+ 
and the prospects of the standing crops are fairly = except in Dera Ismail Khan. 
canal supply js sufficient but there is no hill tigation in Dera Ismail Khan, 
are in fairly tags condition, Fodder and food-stocks are abundant, Prices are ~ 
rising in Peshawar, but are steady in Dera Isniail Khan. 





-Central Provinces. —The rainfall has b in Sam and 
ere sn ‘pur, Bison Bes t, eh pe 
jubbulpore ; and light elsewhere, except in Wardha, Chanda and Amraoti where 
A break is requi nia ere of Jubb 
‘in the Khandwa tahsil of + Betul, Chhindwara,, 
ae joer of cane Sees eplesien of 
handa, Bhandara and parts of Balaghat and diasi (thinning) in parts of Rai 
partsof Balaghat and jwar on light cals in Chhiedworn Tee ees oh 
of rain. Elsewhere crops are in .good or fair condition. Biasi i 
Raipur and is cere completion in Bilaspur and Sambalpur. , 
is in pri » Land is being prepared for winter crops in B 
parts of Nimar. “Some damage is being caused by hoppers i 
and Wun ; and byapionere in Raipur, \Scarcity of water is re 
Amraoti and Buldana, and of fodder and water from parts of Akola, Prices have 
_ slightly. ‘ 


Assam.—Moderate rain fell in all districts during the week. Harvesting of 
rice Bane ing of late rice ; plucking and manufacture of tea ; and cutting. pate a 
progress. Tea is retarded in Cachar by cold, elsewhere it is thriving. Prospects of 
rice are indifferent in Lower Assam and fair in other districts. Insects are damaging’ 
in Sylhet. Prospects of late broadcast rice, sugarcane, and cotton are general 
and of jute poor. Prices—common, rice—Sjlchar 18 ; Sylhet 17 ;° Dhubri and te 
14; Gauhati, Nowgong and Dibrugarh, 13 ; and Sibsagar 12 seers per rupee. : 


Mysore.—There was slight rain throughout the Province during the week. Prices 
steady. The standing crops are in "en condition. ‘The prospects. of the season are 
Cattle are healthy except in parts of Chitaldroog. Water and fodder are available, 


Coorg.—Rainfall—2 inches 13 cents, Transplanting of rice continues. Cardam 
picking has commenced. Prices of food-grains are normal, "Water and fodder are. am 


Hyderabad.—Rainfall 4 cents, Autumn crops are withering in thirty-seven 
‘i cing ee 
















and sowings are suspended. Elsewhere the crops are in fair condition. 
‘ogress. Early rice sowings continue and lands are being prepared for spring. cro 
Panes. Wud tan ice ont, aud glgtily ack ook halli rupee. 





, Rajputana.—There was rain Hepeglet Rajputana during the week, The maximu 
fall was—Dholpur, 7 inches 27 cents and the minimum—Jhalrapatan, 6 cents, More rain js 
needed in Marwar and Jaisalmer. Agricultural operations are generally satisfacte 
Sowing and weeding of autumn crops are in progress. The standing crops and pr 
are generally good. Crops have been seriously damaged in Kotah: and in 

war by excessive rain, Agricultural stock is in a satisfactory condition. 
sufficient, Prices are steady and favourable. 


Central India—The rainfall of the week was insufficient in parts of Indore, Malwa ant 
in Bhopawar, and sufficient elsewhere, Agricultural operations are in progress 1 
where, but are retarlled by excessive rain in Bundelkhand. Crops are in fair condition i 
“Gwalior, Indore and Baghelkhand; good in Bhopal, Malwa and Bhopawar ; and a 
in Bundelkhand. ‘They have been slightly damaged by excessive rain in parts of Gu 
Baghelkhand andin Bundelkhand ; by its in parts of Bhopawar ; and by locusts a 
wild animals in parts of Indore. Crops are withering for want of rain in parts of Indore, 
Agricultural stock and pasturage are generally in good condition. Prices are below 
normal in Malwa ; rising in Baghelkhand and Bhopawar ; and normal elsewhere. i 

Kashmir —The weather is bright and warm, Prices are stationary, Nei. 


Pe Jammu.—Good rain fell throughout the Province during the week. Prices. 

stationary. | Wheat cells from 19 to 24 and maize 14 to.46 seers per rupee, 

of the standing crops ig ‘fair. Fodder is sufficient. The recent rain has benefited 

‘standing crops. 
Nepal.—Rainfall 2°13 inches. The rainfall during the week has been 

Harvesting of Indian-corn is finished and the outturn is good. The standing crops 

doing well. The price of rice is 6t seers per rupee, 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA, 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND AGRICULTURE. 


Rainfall summary for the seven days emiing. at 8 am. on Thursday, 
the 1st September 1904, based on the India Daily Weather Reports 
of the period. i 


‘There has been no important change in the weather over India during the week under 
review. Calms and unusually light and unsteady winds have prevailed along the west coast, 
rey the Arabian Sea monsoon has again almost completely failed as a rain giving current. 
‘At the west coast stations and over south India, scattered showers, increasing in amount 
towards the close of the week, have been received, but over the interior of the Peninsula 
fowattong the. cast coast the rainfal has been practically miZ. Gujarat reports a few light 
showers during the week, but Kathiawar and the North-west Dry Area have been practically 
rainless. 

The Bay monsoon has been fairly steady over the cast of its field and lower Burma, 
east Bengal and Assam have received normal or slightly excessive rain. A slight storm 
was shown over the north-west of the Bay on the 26th and continued in that position until 
the goth. This disturbance interrupted the free flow of monsoon winds north-westward, so 
that, though there were scattered local showers over the north-east of the Peninsula, the 
Conical Provinces and west Bengal, there was no general rain over those areas, ‘The 
heaviest falls connected with this storm were :--2" 55” at Cuttack on the 26th ; 0°83” at 
Sambalpur on the 27th ; 2°60" at Seoni and 1°82" tt Nagpar_on the a8th 5 5:00" at Raipur 
and 1°34" at Nagpur on the 2gth ; 277” at Patna and 2°35” at Jubbulpore on the goth. 

‘Westerly winds have prevailed uninterruptedly yover the United Provinces and their 
neighbourhood, but have given—principally near the hills—occasional showers, of which 
the more important were —g'11” at Dehra Dun on the 26th; 2°27” at Dehra Dun on the 
agth ; 0°77" at Cawnpore on the 28th; 0°72” at Gorakhpur on the 2gth; and 1°44” at 
Bahraich on the goth. 

: ‘The weather was disturbed and showery over and near the north-west Himalayas on 
the 27th and between the goth of August and the tst of September, 

‘The rainfall table shows that the week's: rainfall was actually or practically nil over 
the Lahore subdivision, the North-west Dry division, Baluchistan, the Jhansi subdivision, 
the Rajkot subdivision and the Deccan division. From these 

rainfall increased and averaged over ” in the Narayangunj, Di 

and Raipur subdivisions ‘and over 6” in the Burma coast and Brahmaputra di . The 

Wweek’s rainfall was normal or in slight excess over the Burma coast, east Bengal, the 

Brahmaputra Valley, Chota Nagpur, the east ‘of the Central Provinces and the faiths coast 

of the Peninsula, but wes more or less in defect in all other parts of the country, 

ae Jenci Lahore subdivision (—3%) ; the 

seasol 3, 

vision (35%) j the Indare 0B sion 

‘the Ahmedabad subdivision (14) j the Rajkot subdivision (—64%) the 

(41%) j and the Bellary subdivision (-34%)- 
* At the close of the week under review there were practically no indications of a 









sng conditions, the winds continuing light and unsteady, and the weather fine, — 











| Himalayas and Sub-Himalaya, 
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7 Indo-Gangetic Plain, East 





petri) 
tbat 




































UE. 
Simla, the 1st September, 1904. 


The ates) statement of plague seizures and deaths 
1904, is published for general information : 





reported in India, during 



























Districts sind States, and Towns of 
‘50,000 or more inhabitants. 
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Season and Crop Prospects for the week ending Saturday, 
27th August 1904. 


Madras—Rainfall iJ in Anantapur, North Arcot, Coimbatore and parts of the 
Southern districts ; good in parts of the Circars ; and light to fair elsewhere. Irrigation 
supplies are insufficient in parts of the Circars, the Deccan, South Arcot, Salem and the 
Southern districts. Ploughing, sowing and transplanting are in progress generally. The 


ding crops are,generally in good condition, but some require rain in parts of the 
Gincars‘the Deccas end Chingleput, Harvests continue in parts with fair to normal outtura, 
Pasture is scanty in parts of Kistna, the Deccan, Nellore and the Southern districts, but 
fodder is procurable. The condition of cattle is good. Prices are almost stationary except 
in Kurnool where dry food-grains have risen. 


Bombay.—The rainfall during the week was moderate in parts of the Konkan, 
Nasik and Dharwar ; and very slight in parts of Gujarat, Khandesh, Ahmednagar, Poona, 
Sholapur, Satara and Belgaum. More rain is urgently needed, inundation is fair in 
Sindh. Sowing of autumn crops is completed in Sukkur and Hyderabad, and continues in 

of Karachi, Larkana and Thar and Parkar, but is’ retarded in parts of Khandesh, 
Fase Poona, Satara, Belgaum and Bijapur. Transplantation has been completed in 
Hyderabad, and continues in parts of Larkana, the Upper Sindh Frontier and Belgaum, but 
is retarded’ in parts of Kaira, Autumn crops have been slightly damaged by locusts in 
pect Kolaba, Ratnagiri and Khandesh ; rats in parts of Karachi, Hyderabad and 

ijapur ; by insects in parts of Karachi, Surat and Khandesh ; and are suffering from want 
of sufficient moisture in parts of Thar and Parkar, Gujarat, the Deccan, Carnatic and 
Baroda, The fodder-supply is sufficient except in parts of Karachi, Sukkur, Larkana, Broach, 
Surat, the Deccan and Bijapur. Agricultural stock is sufficient and in good condition 
except in parts of Ahmednagar and Sholapur. The water-supply is adequate except in 
parts of Surat, Khandesh, Nasik, Sholapur, Satara, Carnatic and Barpia. Prices of food- 
grains have risen in twelve districts, and are stationary elsewhere, Py 


Bengal.—The rainfall during the week was general and moderately heavy in some 
places, More rain is needed in Purnea, Considerable damage to autumn crops has been 
caused by floods in the Begusarai subdivision and in thana Gogra in the district of 
Monghyr. Autumn crops have also been much damaged by floods in Malda. In parts of 
Botersly, Musshidatel,pand the Scathal Payginas tte crops sare -etil suffering. from the 
effects of the floods. Sugarcane is doing well. Harvesting of autumn crops has com- 
menced, ‘Transplantation of winter rice is approaching completion. Prospects are fair. 
The price of common rice has tisen in three districts; fallen in five; and is stationary in the 
remainder. 


United Provinces.—The rainfall of the week was general and in some places heavy,, 
but there was a short break which greatly benefited agricultural operations, Sight dama 
to cropstin low lying lands by excessive rain and flooding is reported in some districts, ‘The 
early auturpn crops are being harvested, Prospects in Hamirpur have slightly improved, 
owing to clear weather, Preparation of fields for spring crops is in progress, Supplies and 
fodder are sufficient and prices are stationary, 


Punjab.—Good rain has fallen in Delhi, Rawalpindi and in parts of Hissar, Umballa 
and Sialkot, Slight showers have also been reported from parts of other districts, except 
Shahpur and Mooltan. More rain is urgently wanted in Hissar, Jullundur, Ferozepore, 
Lahore, Amritsar, Sialkot, Shahpur, Mianwali and in the Sadr tabsil of Umballa. ~The 
ice of wheat is falling in Hissar, Umballa, Jullundur and Amritsar, and rising in Delhi, 
‘erozepore, Lahore and Sialkot ; and is stationary elsewhere. The prices of other food- 
‘ains are fluctuating. Sowings of autumn crops are in progress in patts of Ferozepore, 
hore and Shahpur, and are finished in Hissar and Sialkot. Unirrigated lands have not 
enerally been sown in Lahore, Ferozepore and Mooltan for want of rain, Ploughin; 
for spring crops continue in Jullundur and Amritsar, and have commenced in Sialkot, 
condition of the standing ‘crops is said to be good in Hissar, Delhi and in parts of 
Umballa, Ferozepore and Sialkot ; average in Jullundur, Mooltan and in parts of Mianwali; 
and below average in Lahore, Amritsar and Shahpur. Crops are suffering for want of rain 
in most districts. The sugarcane crop has been damaged in parts of Jullundur. Cattle are 
generally in good condition. Fodder is said to be sufficient in all districts, except in 
parts of Lahore, 


a “s helag hee Ekin Province.—Rainfall Sa 
“Peshawar half an inch and slight or none elsewhere. More rain is required everyw 

except in ed: The standing crops are in fairly good condition, but ih cic’ sate 
| juar have been damaged by hot winds, Canal irrigation is satisfactory. The Indus is 


‘subsiding at Dera Ismail Khan. Stocks of fodder and food-grains 
Prices have risen sharply in Peshawar and Dera Ismail Khan, ieee 





the week—Hazara 3 inches, 


Burma.—The rainfall of the week was heavy 


: in Pegu and generally moderate else-! 
where Sowing of wet-weather paddy hasbeen completed in places and teesplane is i 





ae igwe, Sagaing, 


Juar is si going on inthe ape and Paon ‘ube 4 


und continues in districts, Sowing 
‘divisions of Thaton. Considerable areas have been nerer by floods, also some crops in the 
Singaing township of Kyaukse. Floods have been reported in the eastern parts of the Payagale 
township of Pegu. Paddy plants in'the Minla and Sindaungwe townships of Thay oand 
sesamum in parts of the Yenangyaung, Magwe and Myingun townships of Magwe have 
been ‘damaged owing to insufficiency of rain. Crop prospects are favourable on the whole. 
. The price of paddy has risen considerably in Henzada and Mandalay and slightly in three 
districts ; fallen slightly in one district ; but is otherwise unchanged. : 
Central Provinces—There was good rain during the week in Jubbulpore, Seoni, 
Narsingpur, Nagpur, Bhandara, Balaghat, Raipur and Bilaspur and light rain elsewhere) 
except in Nimar and Berar where no rain fell. Excessive rain has caused some 
to juar, tit and cotton in parts of Saugor and Damoh, The break experienced. du e 
week was beneficial. ‘The deficiency of rainfall has resulted in the following damages :— 
Crops in the hilly tracts of Hoshangabad and on light soil in Nimar have begun to. wither ; 
rice in nurseries in the Umrer tahsil of Nagpur district and on high sandy land in. the 


Chanda district has withered ; delay in transplantation in west Bhandara has damaged rice; _ 


rice transplanting in small areas of Balaghat and Raipur is still delayed for want of 
rain ; crops have begun to withe places in Ellichpur; elsewhere crops are excellent 
to fair, More rain is urgently needed in Hoshangabad, Nimar, Betul, Chhindwat 

Bhandara, Balaghat, Chanda and the Berar division. The only large areas which at present 
give cause for anxiety are the Betul, Nimar, Chanda’ and all Berar ‘districts, and the hilly 


tracts of Hoshangabad. Weeding of autumn crops is in progress. Land is being prepared 
a 


for winter sowings in Saugor, Damob, Hoshangabad, Chhindwara, Wardha, Nagpur and 
Berar: Some damage is being caused by hoppers in parts of Nimar, Nagpur and. Basim, 
and hoppers have tecon, ‘reported leo from Chhindwarg, Betul, Hothangelad, Wasdieead 

, Chanda and the rest of the Berar districts. Scarcity of fodder is reported from parts of 
Akola, Amraoti, Buldana and Ellichpur. Prices show a tendency to rise in Betul, Hoshang+ 
abad, Chanda, Nimar and Balaghat, 


Assam.—There was rain in all districts during the week except in Kamrup where 
rain is wanted for late rice. Hatvesting of early rice ; transplanting of late rice ; plucking 
and manufacture of tea ; and cutting of jute are in Progress. Rice has suffered from floods 
in Cachar. Insects are damaging tite Tice seedlings in parts of Sibsagar. Prospects of 
early rice are indifferent in Lower Assam ‘and fair in other districts. Tea is retarded in 
Cachar by cold, elsewhere the crop is thriving. Frogpecta of late broadcast rice, sugarcane 
and cotton are generally fair, and of jute poor, Prices of common rice—Sylhet, 17 ; 
Dhubri, 16 ; Silchar, 15 ; Tezpur 14 ; and Gauhati, Nowgong, Sibsagar and Dibrugarh, 13 
seers per rupee 

Mysore.—There was slight rain throughout the Province during the week, Prices are 
generally steady. The standing crops are in fair condition. Prospects of the season are 
good. tate are healthy except in parts of Chitaldroog. Water and fodder are available. 





* 


Coorg.—Rainfall—3o cents. Transplanting of rice and picking of cardamom continue, 


Prices of food-grains are normal. Water and fodder are ample. 


Hyderabad,—Rainfall—q cents, Autumn crops are withering in sixty-eight taluka, 

, Early rice sowings have been suspended in parts. Weeding of autumn crops and early rice 

* continues in parts. Rain is urgently required, Fodder and water are scarce in some 
talukas. Prices—wheat 124 ; rice 11 ; and juar 25+ seers per halli rupee. 

Rajputana.—Rain fell throughout Rajputana during the week, except in Jaisalmer and 
Sirohi, and the Mewar hilly tracts. The maximum fall was in Aivibeb: inches 57 cents 

and the miniinum 13 cents in Bikaner and Mewar. More rain is needed in’ Marwar 
and Jaisalmer, the Mewar Hilly tracts. and it patts of Bikaner, Agricultural opera- 
tions are fenctally satisfactory. ‘Sowing and weeding of autumn crops are in progress. 
The standing crops and prospects are generally good, There has been some damage to 
crops in the Bharatpur State owing to heavy floods. Agricultural stock are ina  satise 
factory condition, Fodder is sufficient, Prices are rising in three States ; falling in 
three; and are steady elsewhere, 

Central India —The rainfall of the week was partial in Indore, Malwa and Bhopawar 
and general elsewhere. t was insufficient in parts of Indore, Malwa and in Bhopawar and 
sufficient elsewhere. Agricultural operations are in progress everywhere. The crops have 
been slightly damaged by excessive rain in parts of Gwalior, Bundelkhand and Baghelkhand; 
are withering for want of rain or have been injured by insects in parts of Indore, Malwa and 
Bhopawar ; are in good condition in Bhopal ; and average elsewhere, Agricultural stock 

and pasturage are generally in good condition. Prices are rising in Baghelkhand, Malwa 
and Bhopawar and are normal elsewhere. 
1 Kashmir—The weather is bright and warm, Prices are stationary, 


Jammu:—There was good rain during the week. Prices are stationary. Wheat. sells 





tf foom 13 to 14 and maize 14 to 44 sects pet rupee, ‘The condition ofthe standing cropsis 
& it. 






‘odder is sufficient, Recent rain has benefited the standing crops. 


Rainfall 2°44 inches, Moderate rain continues, The standing crops are in 


mS! 
500 ition. The price of rice is 6} seers the rupee. 
Tag ‘ 





J. WILSON, ros 
* ‘Secretary to the Government of India, 
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« Bnolosure No. 1 to Government of India, Public Works De 
Notification No. 277, dated 30th Angust 1904. 








* : 
Report of the Commission appointed to engnire whether it ts praaticable and, 
iit hf whether it is desirable to establish a depot for the export of coal 


in the neighbourhood of Luff Point on the Hooghly. : int 


© {he Commission was appointed by instruetions given in letter No. 1510 R.O., 
dated 25th Septomber 1903, from the Secretary to the Government of India, 
Public Works Department, Railways. ‘The following gentlemen were appointed 
members : 5 

(1) The Hon’ble Mx. W. A, Inglis, Soeretary to the Government of Bengal, Irriga- . 

tion and Marine Departments, President. 

(2) The Hon’ble Mx. B, Cable, President of the Bengal Chamber of Commeroo. 

(3) Mr. A. Théle, merchant, Karachi, “4 

(4) Mr. B. I. Shadbolt, Consulting Engineer for Railways, Madras, 

(6)*Capisin W. 8. Goodridge, B.N,, 04.8., Dineotor of the Royal Indian Marine, 

mbay. 


Captain It, H. Heming, R.N. (retired), officer in charge of the Marine 
Survey of India, was appointed by the Government of India to assist Captain + 
Goodridge in the enquiry. 

Phe services of Mr. 0. B. Bayley, Assistant Secretary, Marine Department, 
were placed at the disposal of the Commission by the Bengal Government. . 

The Commission has been asked to investigate and to advise the Govern: 
mont of India on the following questions: * 

(a) The facilities required at Luff Point on the right bank of the 
Hooghly river for the accommodation and shipment of coal, and 
whether they can be provided. 

(v) The agency which should provide the works and control the business 
at Luff Point. 


We have now to submit the following report, which will show how we 
conducted this enquiry and the conclusions we have come to, 





PROCEEDINGS. . 


Shortly after the Commission was appointed, the fact was notified in the 
pe Press and expressions of opinion from those interested were invited, 
ritten statements have been received giving the views of several Associations, 
and we have heard at owt public meetings the opinions and arguments of a, 
considerable number of the advocates for, and the opponents of, the scheme. 
A complete list of all the witnesses who-were heard at meetings of the Commis- 
sion and of all written documents received is appended. 


‘We commenced the enquiry by an inspection of the present arrangements 
for dealing with export, coal at the midaersone Docks, and we paid a visit to 
Luff Point accompanied by; and as the guests of, the Lieutenant-Goyernor of 
Bengal. n 5 sh 4 

‘We haye held seven public sittings. The oral evidence was recorded by a 
ncorttighin wee and was printed daily. ‘Tho full record of the: comedies 
at these sittings will befound appended to the report, 





a, PART I. j ~eaii 
Introductory. hie 


the question of the formation.of a. coal port in the neighbourhood of” Lau 
Point has been debated for several years. aiponee pote a! 










revious history, andl it will be sufficient merely to indicate what has more: 
immediately led to'the present enquiry, 5 
aa Co 1908, the Agent and Chief Engineer, Bengal-Nagpur railway, 
submitted, for the favourable consideration of the price at of tndig 
Praoeal, which had been laid before him by the Managing Agents of the, 
ritish India Steam Navigation Company, for the formation of a depdt for the 
Joading of coal in steamers at a point on'the right (south) bank of the Hooghly 
a little above Luff Point, similar to that which the British India Steam 
ed ade Company already have at Brace Bridge Hall. The Agent also 
Stated that several other firms who are interested in the export trade in coal 
wore equally anxious to establish a loading berth for export coal at the same 
place, The Government of India thereupon decided that it was necessary to 
haye a full enquiry. 


* 
2. In proceeding to consider what answer should be given to the question 
what facilities are required at Luff Point, tho first point that naturally suggests 
itself is whether the coal industry is dissatisfied with the facilities which already 
exist at the Kidderpore Docks. have not found any present dissatisfaction _ 
either with respect to the rail communication from the coal-fields to the port or 
with respect to the shipping of coal at the docks, There have been complaints 
in the past, but defects have heen remedied. Doubtless, improvements ean still 
be made which will accelerate despatch and possibly cheapen the cost to the 
rae but speaking generally, we consider that the docks are quite capable 
of dealing with the present trade in export coal, and that there is room to deal 
with such expansion as may be expected. 


8. In this respect, we concur with the conclusion which Mr, Baker's Com- 
mittee of 1900-1901 expressed in paragraph 131 of their report, which for con- 
vVenience we repeat here :— 


“The same considerations lead us to the conclusion, which we desire to emphasize 
strongly, that there is no prosent necessity to sock relief for a trade that is sufficiently 
vided for at Kidderpore by the construction of a new coal dock either at Kid ierpore, at 
Beant aia Suomen that for constructing a new eoal dock at or near 
Luff Point, can only be worth considering if it can bo shown that a reduction of chars. is 
racticable below the figure to which they ean be reduced at Kidderpore. It is.truo that 
Bedticrore iasit che nectect point from which the produce cf the Bengal opal-fields could 
teach the sea. It is trae that it is separated from them by the Hooghly river. But the 
difference in distance is trifling. ‘There is reason to suppose that additional railway communi. 
cation with Calcutta, on one or both sides of tho river, will before long have to be provided for 
general traffic, and if our inferences from the evidence before us are correct, thre isittle reason 
to expect that the export coal trade will grow to such a figure as to require an entirely new 
and independent railway to the sea, ‘The trade of the port must eventually bear the ‘whole 
of the charges involved in such proposals. As long as existing, arrangements suffice, and we 
believe they will suffice for many years tocome, any proposal for large capital expenditure else+ 

































__ "where to supplement them seems altogether premature. We have no desite to dogmatizn on so 





Uncertain a matter, and we are perfectly alive to the ty that our forecast of the future 
course of the coal trade may be falsified by results, But it is the best we have been able to 
make after careful weighing of the information placed befors us. And if, as we anticipate, it 
Proves to be approximately correct, we are clearly of opinion that the total volume of the 
export trade in coal, present and prospective, is not sufficient to make it economical or neces 
sary to divide it betwoen two ports of shipment,” 














PART II. 
Physical conditions, 

‘We have then to consider Luff Point on its own merits, and to enquire 
whether the advantages it might offer for the export of coal are distinctly 
greater than those now given or which can be given at Ridderpore. 

2. The first point to be established is whether the physical conditions at 
Inff Point are such as to admit of facilities being provided for the shipment 
of coal at some reasonable cost. 

3. Mr. Beckett, the Acting Agent and Chief Engineer of the Bengal- 


fe Regrer railway, has put before usa scheme for erecting jetties in Puppies 


Parlour, a little above Luff Point. 
a E 
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Puppies 


+ 


from 500 to 700 feet. 


Parlour iso boy which has been formes fee 
i showin 0 
forces. A lithographed pity vty is about 1,700 fect ancl the: 


Ponbic 


This bay or parlour is out of the action of) 


tho direct run of the tide, but is subject to reverse eddies of varying foree at the 
‘different states of tide and at different seasons of the year. ‘e have not 


been able to ascertain when this Day was 
in which the forces of nature have acte 









first formed or the precise manner 
J in forming and maintaming it, Tb, 





is, however, established that the bay has been in existence for many years. 





and has generally maintained its form relatively to the general shore line of the 







a plan which provides for four j 


accommodation cou! 







right bank of the river in this neighbourhood. Mr, Beckett has put forward 
etties, two of which could accommodate large 
vessels, and two which could only take vessels of moderate size. No further 
ld be given unless a dock were coustructed. 


The points for consideration are— 
First —Can jetties be erected and maintained in this bay ? 
Second.—Could vessels be berthed and unberthed without risk to 


themselves and wW: 
river ? 


‘ithout interferenca with the fairway of the. 


Third.—Oould vessels lie safely at the jetties at all times of the year ?- 
Fourth.—Ave the risks of cyclonic storms and storm-waves greater here 


than elsewhere ? 


b. On the first point we were satisfied that there would be no particular 
difficulty in erecting jetties, but we consider that the cost of maintaining them 
as fixtures would be very considerable. 


The question of the extent 


+o which erosion has taken place and is still 


taking place at this part of the river bank has been debated with some 


vigour. 
Captain T. H Heming, R. 


N. (retired), officor in charge of the Marine 


Survey of India, who was appointed “by the Government of India to assist 
Captain Goodridge, has made a careful examination of the various maps 
and charts which we have been able to obtain, His report willbe found 
among the appendices. His conclusion, which we accept, is us follows 


Phe comparison between these different, eurveys must, be eoonidered. as giving the 


amonnt of erosinn approximately only, 


tho scales the different work is plotted on not being 


sufficiently large to admit of exact measurements. 


“When, however, surveys from 


different sources agree 80 neatly, thoro can be 


oubt that serious erosion has taken place at Luff Point, and Lhave no hesitation in stati 


that in my opinion this erosion must 


have amounted to something like 300 feot in the 9 


thirty years, that is, about 10 feet annually. 
Now, if it were merely a question of holding a fixed point on the bank 
of the river, such as the abutment of a bridge, there would probably be no 


at difficulty in dealing with 
tis, however, quite a different 


sidorable length of bank. The whole value of Puppies 


an erosive action of the extent indicated. 
matter if it is aarp a maintain a con- 
arlour defends on 


its position rolatively to the general shore line, Supposing that the bay 
should be held by revetments and the rest of the bank were not pro Np 


and were to go on receding, 
40 years ? i 

It is no doubt the case that 
maintained ‘itself and has done 


what would the position be after another 


for a number of years Puppies Parlour has 
80 by receding together with the rest: of the 


bank. It may, very possibly, be the case thet #f it is left alone it will continue 
to exist and that it will go on, receding, as the bank gonerally recedes. It 
might be possible to provide for adjusting the bertbing places as the bank 
receded, but any scheme of this nature must be more or less speculative. 


‘We are clearly of opinion that no scheme for permanent works in P: 


Parlour which omits to take in 


to account the erosive action which has acted 








ui adit ihe! x 
fd, whichy har erry ron ‘poliove, will continue to act i 


6. A rds the second point, weare of opinion that vessels pucks 
perthed in or taken out of Puppies’ Parlour at the periods of both higt ate 
and low water slack, and that itis probable that with experience this pe t 
could be-extended ; we have, however, to observe that at it information 
is wanting to show what the duration of slack water is at this place under the 
varying conditions which obtain at different pee of the year, We are of 
opinion that vessels could be taken in and out of Puppies Parlour without 
causing any interference with the fairway of the river. 

There is'a good anchorage at Diamond Harbour within a few miles, where 
vessels could lie while waiting for their turn to come up to a berth. 


7. On the third point, we find that itis hardly possible to give a cons 
clusive answer. Captain Heming has recorded the following opinion + i 

That sufficient evidence is not put forward to prove satisfactorily that Pappies Parlour is, 
at all times free from eddies and tides that would be dangerous to § ipping alongside jetties ; 
it must be remembered that,the tides are rotary, and eo would not necessarily ‘strike a long 
ship fair in the directin in which she waslying s if tho stream got ab aby considerable angle tides 
Sf moderato strength might make it impossible to secure a ship (such asit is proposed to load 
at Luff Point) alongside a wharf. I am of opinion, this state of the tides would probably 
thot ycour except during very strong freshets in the Kast Bight, and on the first of the flood 
in the dry season in the West Bight. % fe 

% Before expending large sums of money. on the erection of a coal dept at Tanif Point, 
Tam strongly of opinion that tho exporiment of mooring a large steamer alongside, as prom 
foued by Mr. Hamilton, should be tried, bat to thoroughly, test the aafety of Puppios | Perlonty 
the steamer should be moored in the Hast Bight during the freshets, and in the West Bight 
daring the strong flood tides ab spring in the dry season 

“Failing this experiment, exhaustive current ‘observations should be carried out both 
inside and outside Puppies Parlour, extending over a whole lunation during the season of 
strong freshets, and also during tho dry scasou when tho river is low and the strongest flood 
tides are experienced.” 

Speaking generally, it would appear that vessels could safely lie at all 
the berths throughout the greater part of the year, but that at cortaia periods it 
might not be prudent to use one or more of them, 


8. With respect to cyclones and storm-waves, we do not think it is 
necessary to say much, We know that these have occurred in the neighbour- 
}iood of Luff Point in the past, and we may be sure that they will occur again, 
‘and that when they do, they will cause damage. We know, however, equally 
well that they have occurred, and will ocour, at other places.as well as at Luff 
Point, and we do not consider that any spocial disability in this matter is 
attached to Luff Point. z 


9, Taking the physical aspect of the case asa whole, we may say that 
while it is by no means an ideal spot for a port, the difficulties to be met are 
in our opinion, not such as to be insuperable should there be strong reasons 
on other grounds in favour of the site. ‘We concur in the opinion expressed 
by Mr. Meik that if works were required they could be made, but—at a price. 


















PART II. 


Commercial advantages—Sea freight. 
1. We may now turn to the commercial sido and consider what advan- 
tages the coal industry would obtain, were facilities given for export from 
Luff Point. 
‘The object in view is to. secure some tangible reduction in the cost of 
ae the coal on the principal markets of consumption. Assuming that the 
tial cost of eeneet js not affected, any saving must come under one 
or more of the following heads : 
(1) Railway freight to port, or point of loading. 
(2) Cost of loading into the vessel. 
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(3) Cost of sea freight. ues 
i (4) Cost of insurance to port of destination.» pase 

2. We may say at once that we do not consider that any advantages can 
be claimed for Luff Point under the second or fourth heads. : 

It is self-evident that whatever can be done to cheapen loading at Luff 
Point can be done at Kidderpore. 

‘There is no probability that insurance rates would be lower at Luff Point 
than at Calcutta. A good deal has been said about the risks of the w 
reaches of the Hooghly, just a8, on the other side, we have heard of the risks 
of cyclones and storm-waves at Luff Point. 

In both cases the risks are undoubtedly there, but equally in both cases. it 
does not appear that they can be expressed in any fraction of an anna per ton 
of cargo. 

8, The points to be considered are therefore reduced to two, viz, sea 
freight ond rail freight. We will consider the former first, as it applies equally 
to the coalfrom all fields. 

4, It is claimed for Luff Point that it will give advantages to ship-owners 
for four reasons: 

(a) Gain in time. 

(b) Avoidance of the risks of the river above, 

(c) The possibility of using larger vessels, 

(d) Saving in fees for pilotage, i 
5. With respect to the gain in time. The statements, which we have 
received from the Port Officer and from Captain Jarrad, show that assuming, 
and we consider it a fair assumption, that vessels could leave their berths at 
Luff Point at low water slack, a gain on the average, of one day may be taken 
in favour of Luff Point on outward voyages, tho voyage from Caleutta being 
taken as commencing at Garden Reach. It is further claimed for Lulf Point 
that there would be a saving of the time which is lost in bringing vessels out 
from the coal berths in the Kidderpore Docks and conveying them to Garden 
Reach.‘ Mr. Hamilton has put before us a statement giving for 208 steamers 
of the British India Steam Navigation Company, (1) the time taken in. getting 
from tho coal berths inthe dock to Garden Reach, and (2) the time spent at 
Garden Reach. The time taken se to vary t wgcte As an instance of 
despatch, we find that the steamer Ifola left Garden Reach on one occasion 
2 hours and 50 minutes, and on another occasion 8 hours after leaving the 
berth in the dock. Asan instance of delay, we find that the steamer Sirdhana 
on one occasion took over 7 days and 11 hours to get to Garden Reach from 
the berth. In the absence of an analysis which would explain the cause of 
delay, we cannot put much value on this statement. It does not appear that 
with efficient working there need be any serious delay in getting out of 
the Kidderpore Docks, and on the other hand, we do not know what delays 
there might be at Luff Point in taking out a vessel which had finished loading 
at the berth, It has been shown that at times the bars helow Luff Point may 
give no better depth of water than the bars above, and vessels might be 
neaped at Luff Point just as they are at Calcutta. We consider, however, 
that some allowance should be made for the average gain due to the avoid. 
ance of delay in starting, to. the probability that the risk of being neaped 
would be less at Luff Point than at Kidderpore, and to the advantage in~ 
time which might occasionally be obtained on the inward voyage. Against 
these advantages we have to remember that with only 4 berths available at 
Luff Point, against 7 berths at Kidderpore and Brace Bridge Hall, it is not. 
improbable, that at times of brisk export, vessels might have to wait longer at 
Luff Point to get.a berth than they need do at Reteoenre: 

Weighing all these considerations, we have come to the conclusion that it 
may be fairly assumed that, on the average, a vessel might gain 14 days or 36 
hours by going to Luff Point instead of to Kidderpore, 

6. We have noxt to consider what the yalue of this gain in time might 
be to the ship-owners. We have considered that the best guide to take is the 






; charg rage at the port of Calcutta. We have received the 

ring evidence on this point: a RG 

Mr. ort Messrs. Mackinnon, Mackenzie & Co.) stated : 
«A stoamer of 5,000 tons carrying capacity would expect demurrage of pethaps Re.-750 
day. Steamers of the class we generally with coal sie expect pet fe oor ” 
Mr. H. H. Macleod (Bengal Coal Company) put in a shipping order 
relating to the shipment of a considerable quantity of coal by the British India 

Steam Navigation Company, in which it is provided that “ demurrage, if 

incurred, to be at the rate of Rs. 750. day.” Mr. Macleod further stated: - 

"*«« For a steamer carrying 5,000 tons, the demurrage, as.a rule, is Rs. 500 to Rs, 690,” 

_ Mr, Cassels (Messrs. Finlay, Muir & Co.) stated that demurrage would 

run from Rs. 4€0 to Rs, 750. He said : 4 y 
3 asi For a steamer of from 7,000 to $,000 tons the demurrage would be about Rs, 750 a 

ry: 

. 7. On this evidence, we have concluded that the gain in time may be 
taken as equivalent toa rate of 2 annas per ton on the-cargo for a period of 
24 hours, and that consequently ship-owners would be :gaining 86 hours at 
Luff Point, have, as an average, an advantage of 3 annas per ton of cargo, 

Mr. Hamilton stated that he anticipated a saving of from 6 annas to 8 
annas per ton in shipping’ ¢oal from Luff Point as compared with Kidderpore, 
with vessels of the class now in use, This, however, was based on an assumed 
saving in time of three days, and we are: of opinion that there would not, on 
the average, be so great a saving. 

8. The next point that presénts itself for consideration is whether a sav- 
ing to the ship-owner of 8 annas per fon of cargo would lead to a redaction in 
the freight charge, . 

‘We have recorded the following evidence on this question : 

‘Mr. W. K. Dowding (Messrs. Turner, Morrison & Oo.) in his written 
statement says : ‘ “ 

“In my opinion froights are affected by the supply of, and the demand for}. tor 
than i otbet dieser tnd if vewele ean: be berthed at Leal Point without “difitcalty® which, 
soeme doubtful, ship-owners would probaly not-sesept lower rates, ’” 

Mr. Muirhead (Messrs. Graham & Qo.) in his writien statement says : 

“ 'The'saving to the ship-owner by loading ab Lui Point would hardy be appreciable; and as! 
Lhave already statod, I do not think the ship-owner would quote a lower rate of freight from: 
Luff Point than from, Kidderpore,”” 

The following question was put to Mr. Muirhead with respect, to outside 
steamers, :— ‘* Would owners:make an alternative rate for Luff Point loading 
cheaper than Kidderpore if in course of time it were proved that two days 
were sayed by such loading ? , 

He wrote in reply: . 

“The inference is that if in course of time it were'proved that two days were saved to 
a.steamer by loading at Luff Point, owners would grant an alternative lower freights but 
it is only an inference. Owners have other, considerations to influence them in conducting 
their business, and the question of despatch is not always of primary importance. A 

ial rate in. favour of Luff Point could not always be relied upon, and when granted, 
would be very small.” 


iat Mr. Cassels (Messrs. Finlay, Muir'& Oo.) in reply to the same question 


“Lthink it is doubtful, indeed. After all, two days for a tramp does not matter very 
much. 1t is of much more importance for a big liner, but for a tramp which is: running very: 
cheaply, I do not think two days makes very much differenee—not enough to mal ie” any 
difference intrade.”” 


Mr. Mathewson (Agent, Peninsular and Oriential Steam Navigation Com- 
pany) expressed the following opinion : 
Therates of freight areregulated by the demand for tonnage and competition of 
Seeger it is not likely Chatciemendite oeleranes in the rate of Sayrtisceeeaut 
aleutta and Luff Point, as a demand for tonnage atone plese could be supplied at. once from: 
‘the other. Ship-owners are not likely to take loss than the maximum freight obtainable, ” 


F 













Mr. Noman iicLoal iis "a oe ab 2 
“The other advan aro promised is a reduotion in freights, From 
‘this ean be brushed vile at once. ‘he question is one entirely of supply. and 

line of steamers were to come forward and guarantee they would earry all the coal from Luff 
Point at a stated reduction from the current freight for at the docks, the ease might bo 
different, but such millennial philanthropy, T am afraid, need not be expected, and would be 
altogether at varianeo with the shipping history of this port, ” A 


Messrs. F. W. Heilgers & Co. in a written statement say : : 

Tt appears to be a moot point whether there would be any gain in time and whether 
freights would be reduced to any appreciable extent in consequence. Besides, many streamers do 
not zome in ballastand would have to come up to Calcutta first to discharge their import cargo.”” 

On the other side, Mr. Hamilton, when he was asked at the meeting on 
18th November whether a saving in time would at all times be expressed ina 
lower freight, replied as follows : 

“That depends on the freight market, Mr. Dowding yesterday seemed to have gone on 
the asoumption that the ship-owner got whatever he liked to ask for. Mr, Dowding said that 
there would be no redugtion in freight, even if steamers could work more cheaply from Luff 
Point, but I would point out that that economy will, by competition, be squeezed out of 
the ship-owners.”” 

‘Mr, Hamilton was also asked ;* Would a small saving in time lead toa 
reduction in the freight ? He replied:— ‘ Yes, it would very soon.” 

Mr, Hamilton further stated at the meeting on the 24th November: 

“Ju reply to Mr. Norman McLeod, I may say that the British Tndia Company will be 
propared to give him a reduction on coal shipped fron Luff Point as compared with the rate 
from Kidderpore.” 

9. Regarded from a general point of view, it may be said that the parties 
who would desire to share in the advantage given by the saying of time are ; 

(1) The producers of ooal or the Coal Companies who might get a corres 
pondingly higher price at the pit’s mouth. 
(2) The ship-owner who might get a better profit on carrying coal if he 
had not to accept a lower rate of freight. 
(8) The merchant. 
(4) The consumer of coal at the port of destination. 


It will depend on the fluctuations of trade and the state of the various 
markets where the benefit may go. ‘Lhe ship-owner, who makes the saving in 
the first instance, is not likely to lower his freight to the full extent of his saving, 
unless compelled to do so by a dull market and an abundance of tonnage 
pressing on the market, ‘The saving of a day to a steamer is not always an 
actual gain, and this is evidenced by the fact that many steamers will not pay 
any despatch money and most of the steamers of 6,000 to 7,000 tons carrying 
capacity will not pay more than £10 to £12 per day, or say, Rs. 150 to Rs, 200. 
However, whatever the ship-owner is willing or is compelled to part with, will 
go cither to the producer, or the consumer, or to the intermediate merchant. 
‘Phe latter is least likely to benofit; and as long as the production of coal in 
the Bengal coal-fields is in excess of the demand, it is probable that the consumer 
at the port of destination will obtain a share of the benefit. 


10. Inthe case of a concern which might be ina position to combine in 
itself, and on a large scale, the functions of producer, carrier, and consumer, 
and so appropriate the whole bonefit, a saving of 2 or 3 annas a ton would 
undoubtedly be of importance. When, however, the producer has to content 
himself with that part of the saving which may be left, after the carrier and 
consumer have had their shares, it cannot be said that the benefit to him is 
likely to be of much importance. 

11, As regards the avoidance of the risks of the river above Luff Point, 


we have already expressed our opinion that we do not consider that any appre- 
ciable value can be given for this. i 


12. The claim that an advantage would be obtained me the possibility of 
tt Lut 


using larger, and consequently, cheaper yessels ai Point than could be 
used at Kidderpore, deserves consideration, 5 


7 












Dowding in answer to the 





i question “Do you consider that if the 
Luff Point depdt were established, it Roe ali ae £ larger tonnage 
and that the freight for such vessels would be lower”? stated : : 
By ENS. eh a ea colliers come to Calcutta, and, as I mentioned above, the tendency is 
to build of lighter draught.” i 

In answer to the same question, Mr. Muirhead stated : 

“Tt is possible that the establishment of ashipment depot at Luff Point would attract 
larger steamers, as owners would have less foar of their vessels being neaped or having to 
leave without being fully laden; and, speaking ‘generally, a large steamer can afford to 
aceopt a slightly lower rate of freight than a small one,” 

Mr. Mathewson said : 


“T think, if the depSt could be established, vessols of greater beam could load there. 
The freight is regulated automatically as mentioned above, but the profit on a low rate of 
freight would be greater on a large carrier.” 

At the meeting of the 20th November, the following question was put to 
‘Mr. H. H. Macleod :—“ It has been proposed, as you may have noticed, to build 
very large steamers to cheapen rate of freight from Laff Point on export coal. 
Do you think a steamer of 13,000 tons and drawing 27 fcet would ‘be suitable 
for the Singapore Harbour?” His reply was: 

“No, Large steamers of that character would, as fat as I can see, only be applicable 
to the Bombay market, 90 per cent, of which we hold at present. There is a difficulty about | 
large steamers, For instance, we are ourselves under a contract for the Straits ports next 
your, one of the conditions being that the draft of the steamer is limited to 22 feet, In the 
ease of the Southern Mahratta railway, who recently advertised for tenders, one of their 
conditions was, that steamers should not draw a deeper draught than 24 feet. ‘This is not 
confined to the Hooghly alone. The ports above Marmagoa, Galle, and some of the ports at 
Singapore present similar difficulty.” 

Mr. Hamilton said :—“ I have good authority for believing that, generally 
speaking, larger steamers could load from Luff Point than can load at Kidder- 
pore,” and he urged at some length that by the use of vessels with a carryin; 
capacity of 18,000 tons and with comparatively small engine power a material 
reduction could be made in the freight charge. n 


18, It may doubtless be accepted as a general statement’ that a large 
vessel can, other conditions being equal, be worked cheaper than a small one, 
thas, however, to be considered that there may be difficulties at, the port of 
delivery just as much as at the port of loading, and we are of opinion that it 
has not been shown that such large vessels would be suitable for more than a 
portion of the export trade from the Bengal coal-fields. Further, it has not been 
shown that vessels of a size suitable to deal with this trade cannot be accom- 
modated at Kidderpore. We know that the Port Commissioners contemplate, 
in the interests of the trade of the port as a whole, improyements both at the 
docks and in the river channel which, if successful, will facilitate the passage 
and the handling of the larger vessels, 

We are, therefore, of opinion that though it is possible that Luff Point 
would give some advantage to the owners of very large vessels as against 
Kidderpore, it is not possible to express this advantage ina definite shape, or 
to say that it might give any tangible benefit to the coal industry. 

"4 14. With respect to pilotage fees: Mr. Beckett in his opening statement 
said : 
“1 have here a Code of Regulations of the Bengal Pilot Service, and I find from it that 
the reduction in. pilotage charges would:be very large. I have, however, for the purposes of, 
amy caloulation, taken the pilotage to Luft Point as half that to the Kidderporo Docks only.” 

Mr. Beckett has, however, made a miscalculation. As a matter of fact the 
reduction in coming from the sea to Luff Point and vice versd is only one 

uarter of the whole charge to or from Kidderpore. A. vessel going from Kid- 
lerpore to sea with a draught of 26 feet and carrying 6,500 tons of cargo would 
pay for pilotage Rs. 956, ‘Lhe same vessel etch from Luff Point would pay 
Rs, 717, giving a gain of Rs. 239, which is equivalent to 059 anna, or 7 pies 
‘ton. If We assume that the gain from this source on the inward voya: 
should be added, we may take it that the vessel coming up in ballast would 










wing 14 feot. ‘The pilotage fee to Kidderpore would be Rs. 184, and the 

ae the vessel stopped at Luff Point, would be Rs-46 Adding this to the 
saving on the outward trip, the total saving would be Rs. 285, which is equi« 
yalent to 8} pies per ton of cargo, is 

15, We have then arrived at the conclusion that Luff Point might give 
an advantage to the ship-owner equivalent on an average to about 3} annas per 
ton of cargo carried, and that it is improbable that the coal producer would 
benefit to an appreciable extent from such a small total saving. 










PART IV. * 


Commercial advantages—Rail-freight. 


We may now proceed to the consideration of rail-freights, which must of 
necessity affect in different degree the various parts of the coal-fields. : 


2. Mr. Beckett proposes in the first instance to construct a branch line 
from Panchhura, to Luff Point. The length of this branch he stated to be 
26 miles. It would appear, however, from the map which Mr. Beckett put 
before us showing the proposed alignment, that the length would be 29 miles, 

his is the distance shown on an index plan received from the Consulting 

ingineer to the Government of India. In the following analysis of the 
distances the figures given in this index plan have been used. The plan has been 
reproduced and will be found among the appendices together witha plan toa 
scale of 8 miles to the inch which also shows the existing and the suggested lines 
ofrailway. We propose to compare actual distances by the various routes 
as being the fairest method, although it is of course the case that, in practice 
the rate charged will not always be exactly proportional to the distance. We 
have an illustration of this in the fact that under orders of Government the 
rates charged to Kidderpore or other stations. on the left hank of the Hooghly 
are tho same as charged to Howrah on the right bank, the distance vid the 
Hooghly Bridge to Kidderpore being 12 miles longer than the distance to 
Howrah; while in the other direction, the Bengal-Nagpur railway charge on 
more than the actual mileage in the case of some stations, such as Chowrashi 
and Sanetoria, from which they despatch coal vd the Hast Indian railway 
over a short length of their own line. 


8. The following statement gives the distances from various points in the 
fields to Kidderpore vid the East Indian railway and the Hooghly Bridge, and © 
to Luff Point vid the Bengal-Nagpur railway by Khargpur and the proposed 
branch from Panchkura 








Distance to |’ Distance to | In favour of | Tn favour of 
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POR RS wearin: Kidderpore, | Lui Point. | Kidderpore, | Luft 
1 2 3 4 5 
Tharsis coal-field. Mites. | Miles. | Miles. | Miles. 
a ne By | 198 184 ae 8 
eee ete wer |e | 1 
Min) kore {2 191 195 4 a 
K ah 1 NS Pe ane | 192 9 eS 
Chowrashi field, : 
Chowrashi ae a Sele) 10m, 172 8 
Sanctoria field. a 
Sanctoria ie ne 156 | © 196 30 
Raniganj field. 
Asansol, nab seg Ma 184, 40 eae. 
Sitaramporo wit 150 190 40 ae 

















: ‘and Bhaga 
iieries a alittle an Point than Yeidderpo “Sif that tae the pei 
‘of the Jherria field, and for the whole of the athe fields, the mileages would 
still be in favour of Kidderpore. 


A considerable quantity of export coal is sent from stations on the ibe 
between Ondal and Alipur to the north of the East Indian railway, ‘The 
natural route from these stations is to Kidderpore vid Ondal, Baraboni is about 
the centre of this group. The distance from this station to Kidderpore is 
146 miles, while to get to Asansol, which is 184 miles from Luff Point vid 
aeterept and Panchkura, a distance of about 12 miles more would have to be 
covere 


At the minimum rate of ono-tenth pie per maund per mile, each milo of 
lead means 27 pies per ton; in other words an addition to the lead of four 
and-a-half miles increases the freight by one anna per ton, i 


‘Taking into consideration the small value to the coal, indastry which we 
attribute to’Luif Point in the matter of sea freight, we are of opinion that” 
Mr. Beckett's first proposal would be of no use at all to the general coal 
‘industry, and that the expenditure involved could not be seriously contem- 
Bee query, to give a small benefit to the collieries near the Bhowra | 


4. We have next to consider Mr. Beckett’s more ambitious proposal, which 
involves the construction of two chords in order to short circuit his own line. 
These are shown on the index plan, and the distances, which are only approxi-~ 
mate, are taken as stated by Mr. Beckett, viz., 19 miles for the upper or 
Jantipahari chord and 41 mils forthe lower or Garbetta-Panchkura chord. 


Taking the same despatching points as before, the distances by this route 
would compare with the tis tances to Kidderpore as under: 

















Duseazono esas ee dele Aletha ne 
a 2 3 4 5 
herria coal-feld. Miles. | Miles, |. Miles. | Milos, 
Bhowza ie mA Pt bee) 188 woe ee 
Bhaga | a nee on 
187 160 oe ar 
Therria 4 Ha eae 
Maulkeera ates ade o 
191 169 we 22 
Katrasgarh a re a 
‘Kusunda a ue Sr] TBS: 166 be ir 
Chewrashi field. 
Chowrashi 2 i a | 168 146 a 18” 
Sauctoria field. 
Sanctoria a a ied Uncen mle) lis a a 
Raniganj fieti. 

























ae re 
‘As noted before, the coal from the field fo. the north of 
railway would still tend to Kidderpore as the naturally shortest route. 


‘The fields near Asansol and Sitarampore would be in Sie ary the samo 
osition as at present with respect to mileage. The Sanetoria field would 
fit to the extent of about two and-a-half annas per ton, while the 
Chowrashi field and Jherria would benelit by fiom four aanas to seven and-a- 
half annas. Tt may be noticed that the upper chord would not affect the 
Jherria or Chowrashi fields. his length of 19 miles would be required only 
to attract the traffic of the Sanctoria (Deshergarh) field. 


In order to give this benefit to the Jherria and Chowrashi fields, it would 
be nocessary to make 70 miles of new line, while an additional 19 miles would 
be required in order to give the Sanctoria field any benefit whatever. 


5. Now, it has to be considered that the distances from Jherria and some 
other parts of the fields to Kidderpore can also be lessened if the proposed 
Bishenpur-Howrah line were made. The shortest route to the docks 
would be by the wagon ferry of the Bengal-Nagpur railway iat Shalimar, 
Tt might, however, be the ease, if trade should develop largely and the 
ferry should prove inadequate to meet the traffic, that a second bridge over. 
the Hooghly at or near to Bally would be required. In the following table 
we will, therefore, compare the distances from the points of despatch as 
before to Kidderpore vid the existing route over the. Hooghly bridge—to 
Kidderporo vid the proposed Bishenpur-Howrah line and the ferry—to Kidder- 
pore vid this route with a bridge at Bally, and to Laff Point vid the chords: — 

















I ripest neni renee ee erste ea 
Kidderpore | Kidderporo. | 
“leit Kast Indien) id ‘Luft Point 
DusPAarcnie romne, railway ond | Bishenpar vid 
Hoogily ‘and wagon Chords. 
‘Bridge. ferry. 
ry { 2 8 4 Hi 6 
Therria field. Miles. Miles. | Miles. | Milos, 
Bhowra ia hr Ae 198 158 168 158 
Bhaga a a if 
Hera = ef} 1s 159 167 160 
Mulkoorn it 
eee t, =) } 191 168 176 169 
Kusw rat 183 165 173 166 
Chowrashi feta. 
Chowrashi , te Bhs 164 145 13 146 
Sanctoria field, 
Savotorin ion Se 1 156 159 167 145 
Ranigany field. 
‘Asansol ay 144 57 Js 165 143 
Sitarampore mh, 150 163 im 149 

















As before, the field on the Ondal-Alipur loop would not ‘be affected by 
either scheme. 4 


From the above it” will be seen that the Jherria field and the Chowrashi 
field would have a lead to Pareto vid Bishenpur and Shalimar, which 


would be almost identical with the lead to Luff Point oid the chords. ‘ 


Assuming that in addition to the Bishenpur-Howrah line the. sf 
‘Mr. Beckett's proposed chords should be made, the Sanctoria and ‘Aad tala 








~ ‘Bitarampore os 


Kididerpore wi 
Santipohari, 
railway and | Bishenpur 
Hooghly and 
Bridge. Shalimar. 












Sanctoria ise ve 
Asansol tee 











6. As already noted, the Jantipahari chord would. directly benefit the 
Sanctoria field only, It would, however, give Asansol and Sitarampore the 


- Indirect but none the less substantial benefit of having two alternatives routes of 


the same length, either to Kidderpore and to Luff Point, or with both routes 
leading to Kidderpore, according to which scheme might be earried out. 


7. It is desirable that we should form somo idea of the relative volume of 
theexport coal which is sent from the different fields, It can only be a general 
idea, as we have not the materials before us from which to give any exact state- 
ment. Mr. H. H. Macleod told us that for the first six months of this year — 
the exports were from Jherria 369,907 tons, and from the lower coal-fields 
503,337 tons, There is further a small export from Giridih, bat this would 
hardly be affected by any of the possible schemes. We have received from the 
Agent, East Indian railway, and from the Agent, Bengal Nagpur railway, 
statements, which will be found among the appendices, which show for the 
year 1902 and for part of 1903 the quantities of coal sent to Kidderpore and 
Brace Bridge Hall. The coal going to Kidderpore is almoat entirely for export ; 
that going to Brace Bridge Hall is to a considerable extent for use in bunkers, 
"Dhe quantities sent for export from the various fields will vary in different 
years, and the figures given can only be taken as a general indication of the 
Telative volume of the export trade of the fields, © 


8. For the year 1902 the Jherria field, as a whole, sent for export and 
bunker coal, rather more than half the quantity which was sent from the 
Raniganj field as a whole; the approximate gross quantities being 62,000 
from Jhorria and 1,229,000 tons from Raniganj. In the first half of 1903 
Jherria sent 423,000 tons against 567,000 tous sent from the Raniganj field. 
aking the Jherria’and Bhaga stations as about the centre of the Jherria field, 
we have seen that the saving in distance over the present route vid the East 
Indian railway and the Hooghly Bridge, whether by Mr. Beckett’s chords to 
Luff Point (70 miles of new lines), or by the Bishenpur-Howrah chord (82 
miles of new line), would be 27 miles. Keeping to the assumption that the rail 
freight will be ome-tenth ine per maund per mile, this distance implies a reduce 
tion of 6 annas a ton in the cost of carriage to the port. 


9. It will be noticed in examining the figures for the Raniganj field that 
for the year 1902 a little more than one-third of the whole (454,000 tons) is 
shown as received by the Bast Indian railway “ vid Asansol” This represents 
the coal sent by the BengalNagpur railway from Radhanagar or Sanctoria 
_(Deshergarh), ‘The present actual mileage from Sanctoria to Kidderpore is 
166 miles, We haye shown that to give this eoal a shorter lead either to Luff 
Point or to Kidderpore it would be necessary to construct the Jantipahari chord 
(19 miles). With this aid the reduction to either port would be 11 to 12 miles, 


~ equivalent to a reduction in rail freight of about 2} annasperton. It ean hardly 
be expected that a reduction in freight changes of this extent would lead to 













ie terial increase in production. T \ 
Kaen , and it rat ie to bea questionable outlay of public y to 
spend 19 lakhs.in order to transfer the traffic from the East Indiai ra ee 
¢ Bengal-Nagpur railway, and to benefit the producers or shippers who 
jnterested in this field by a sum of Rs. 78,000 a year, on an assumed annual 
export of 500,000 tons. 4 


10, Tt will also be noticed that the stations on the Ondal-Alipur loop ¢on- 
fributed 878,000 tons, or more than a quarter of the’ total exported from the 
Raniganj field. We have shown that this part of the field would not be affected 
by cither scheme, as its natural route is the existing one, Again, Sitaram- 
pore, in 1902, sent 224,000 tons, and this station, together with other stations 
above Asansol on the East Indian railway, would have no shorter mileage than 
‘at present, but would have the indirect benefit of a choiee of two routes of 
practically the same length. 


11. It appears then to be clear that under no circumstances, short of abso- 
Jute compulsion, could Luff Poiat expect to draw the whole of the export trade, 
while on the other hand the constrnction of the Bishenpur-Howrah chord would, 
as faras the Jherria field is concerned, give a route to Kidderpore of the same 
length as the route to Luft Point vid the chords. The use of Luff Point as a 
port of export would involve a splitting of the trade, which would be disadvan- _ 
* tageous to the industry ; for it is a fact that cargoes taken by vessels frequently 
include coals from various collieries and from different fields, 


At the meeting on 17th November Mr. Hamilton said : 

‘As far as our experience is concerned it is not very often that one charterer takes up the 
whole steamer. Say a stermer can carry 7,000 tons of goal. Of that quantity, the Bengal 
Company might ship 3,000 tons, Bird and Company a similar quantity, and somebody else 
ship the balance, 


‘On this point Messrs. F. W. Heilgers and Company write as follows: 

If the Luff Point scheme with the shortest railway route was adopted, there does not 
appear to bo.a very great suving in mileage even to the most favourably situated goilien 
the Luff Point docks could practically only reckon on export coal from the herria 
‘The greatest difficulty therefore arises where steamers have to be loaded with two qi 
coal, say half from the lower collieries and the other half from the Jherria collieries, as one of 
the quolitics would bo ehipped at o disadvantage. 


12, We are of opinion that it is in the general interest of the coal 
industry to have one port for export, woless it can be shown that the advantage 
which might bo secured would be sufficient to justify a separate port for a part 
of the industry. In the present case we have found that whatever advantage 
in the matter of rail carriage can be given by a route to Luff Point can be 
equally given to Kidderpore by the Bishenpnr-Howrah route, and that the 
only advantage Luff Point might offer to the coal industry is a very small and 
semewhat problematical saving on sea freight. In either case a considerable 
outlay would be required on chord lines of railway. It is not for us to offer 
‘to the Government of India unsought advice on their railway policy, but we 
may allude to what is, perhaps, almost self-evident, viz., that while the Bishen- 
pur-Howrah line would complete the alternative route to the Upper Provinces 
and has been Jong desired in the interests of trade generally, the Lull Point 
chords would be of use toa part of the coal industry only. 











PART VY. 


Possibilities of increased export. 


As the principal, if not the sole legitimafe ground, which would justify 
the expenditure necessary to establish an additional coal port on the Hooghly, 
must be tle expectation of an increased production and export of coal, 

_ we have endeavoured to form some idea of the extent to which a reduced 
jee for Bengal coal might enable it to obtain a wider market. We feel, 
wever,'that we arenot in the possession of the information which would 

be required to enable us to attempt to make any prediction, a 








© Gq should gy a Lanna tedvetion por ton upon export cout would have a most 
Deneficial effect. In Singapore, for instanco, the average monthly consumption of Japanese 
‘opal is 30 to 35 thousand, and of Australian 3 to 5 thonsand tons, avd I think that if we 
Grae able to place Bengal cosl there cheaper by 12 annas per ton, we could hope for & 
were vial incroagy in its consumption as vompared with that from other sources. i 
‘At prosent Bengal ooa! is able to compets at Madras on tho scast and to a certain point 
up the raltray lines ith Singareni coal, A Totucioniatehsrges would enable ux to seoure a 
Tefrengo tho railways farther inlund,, 1 understand Bongal goal ix prefersed, but cust 
Trine bars the way to ite more extensive use.” 


‘At the same meeting and in reply to the same questions Mr. Ashton 
said: 


«Jn 1902, I find that 912,619:tons were imported from England, Japan and Australia 
into the three ports of Bombay, Ceylon and Singapore, not including Aden-and Perim, whose 
ttatistios T have not yet got. Tt would dopsnd upon other factors what ction of this 
trade we could capture if tho cost of our coal wus reduced in these ports by 1% annas a ton, 
At present the coal trade is very all in England and there is pressure to export oval. Given: 
arevival. of the. trade in England, I thiok wecould capture the 00,000 tous now going from 
that country. i 


 Singareni will probably continue to hold its own in districts within easy reach of the’ 
collicries, but of course a reduction in the price of Bengal coal in Bombay must assist it ia 
its competition. 


“Tn reply to question 6, I say that the impertation of Japanese coal into Sins in 
1902 was 390,626 tons, T have not Peceniatle-ee aloo, i p saitie at whieh pgs 
selling; but as 78,586 tons of Bengal coal were imported into Singapore in the same year 
(1902), it shows that Japan at present rates is unable to oust Bengal coal, and may 
assume that a gain of annas 12 to Re, 1 per ton would enable Bengal coal to oust Japanese.” 


8. Mr. H. H, Macleod at the meeting on the 20th November said : , 


Phe cont industry is undoubtedly suffering from overprodaction, and anything‘ inthe! 
shape of reduced freights and chotpar loading is in the right direction to, stimulate the export 
tradé, But these reductions will be powerless in assisting: to secure fresh markets unless the 
quality. o£ the coal i has will eaable it to take its placo oa an equality as-regards efficioney 
with, Japanoss and Australian coal.” 








‘As illustrating the importance of the quality of the coal, Mr. Macleod 
instanced the fact that Giridih can, asia resultiof. the superior quality of the 
coal, command a certain, if. small, share in theexport trade at a price of Rs. 6-4 
per ton at, Kidderpore as compared with Rs. d+l4 per ton, at which price 
Jherria coal can be supplied. 

Tn answer to the question— 

« Aseuming a.possible reduction of about 12 annas a ton what further expansion of the 


qe 


export eoal trade may be expected ‘ 


His reply was— 

“From thg data I have given above it'is ‘clear that a reduetion in transit and loading 
charges will not give the desired impetus unless the coal exported is of the highest 
quality.” : : 

With respect to Singareni, Mr. Macleod said: 

“Bengal coil already secures a very faie proportion of the Madras market. A reduction 
of 12 annas to Ro, 1 per ton would not in my opinion enable Bengal coal to eneroach further” 
upoo.the, particular sphere whien Singareni now holds.” ; 


On being asked— sal 


«Tf Bengal coal is;reduced in price by one rupee would: it not affect Singareni ‘coal’ to’ a* 
grealer extent than’at present phe f 
me E 
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Mr, Macleod replied— 


“To a small extent. No doubt it would have some effect 





pent hin 
T might afd that of cours 


Singareni has a considerable reserverin its present Price to which it can come down to-meet— 
" IY. 


any reduction in the price of Bengal coal. 
Mr. Macleod was asked : 
“Would not a reduction of 12 annas to Re, 
Japanese coal at Singapore? ” 
Tis answer was— 
“Singapcre is one of the most) 


to compete with a very high quality in 
from Japan to the Straits and the return’ 






wit 


1 enable Bengal coal to compeve with 


ical markets we have to deal with. . Bengal coal has | 
nese coal, and owing to.the leap freights ruling’ 
hts which steamers are able.to seenre, Ji 


Coal is told at very low prices. A substantial reduction would assist, Bengal coal to displace 
Japanese coal, provided the guai/y is:on a parity with the latter.” ‘ 


4, To a farther question : 


© nw 

“Assuming that a reduction could be made in the delivered cost of Bengal coal at 

ports at Rs, 1-8 por ton as a probable, saving, can you form an estimate of the probable 
expansion of the prosent trade beyond the present figure?” 


‘Mr. Macleod replied : 


“The markets in which there isa probable margin of cxpansion may be taken to be 


Aden snd Singapore. At the present moment wo 
Bowbay market... At Ad 





mn we might secure portion of 


practically bold 90 per cent, of the 
the trade and also at Singapore, 


provided the coal is able to take its placeas regards quality with Japancso and Austealian 
coal, ‘The total imports into Singapore for 1902 are 520,000 tons. Of that quantity, 
Bengal imported 85,000 tons. ‘This leaves a probable margin of, say, perhaps 400,000 tone,’ 
assuming that we secure the entire market, I can give you the actual figure for’ 1002, 
Pho imports of Welsh coal were 5OAS4 ‘tons, Jnpaneso coal $70,426 tons, Anstralian coal 


36,087, and Bengal coal 65,652 tons. 


F that quantity it is olor that. ortain proportion | 


of Welsh cal will always hold that market for the purpose of the Navy, aud in many other 
eases where fast-going steam-boats require Welsh coal, Japanese coal monopolises $70,000 
tons, s0 that, assuming we can oust Japanese coal entirely that represents /Aethink, the possible ° 
margin for expansion, At Aden and Perim the annual import is about 150,000 tons ; so 
that assuming we can capture two-thirds of that market, we might have a margin of. 


100,000 tons,” 
As regards Ceylon, Mr. Macleod stated : 


“In Ceylon for 1902, 288,000 tons of English coal were imported, 
Australian coal 3,752 tons, and Indian coal 240,000 tons. I think it 


the margin for expansion there is very small.” 





nose coal mil, and 
quite. clear’ that 


Asked if he should put it as 100,000 tons more, he said : 


“My own idea is ‘that the consumption in Ceylon, if wo retain the samo ratio halfand’ « 
half between Tndian and English, will never bo exoooded owing to the fact that ‘Kuglish seal 
is absolutely essential for Navy purposes and fas:-going ateamers,? 


5, In reply to questions, Mr. Mathewson, Agent of the Peninsular and 


- Oriental Company, made the following statements : 


“The chief reasom forthe P. & O, Company having ceased since 1901 to purchase Bengal. 
onl for shipment to Colombo and Bombay and sinoo 1808 for shipment: to Singapore ie’ ther 


it has proved more advantageous to use Japan eoal. For the mail steamore very. ttle’ 
eoal can be used and stocks of Welsh havato be kept at the three ports tio tion? f 


the slower steamers a*e supplied with either Japan coal 
T do not consider a reduction of Re. 1 per ton in 4 


tho P.and 0. Company to abandon the use of Japan 
in the Cooney fe own vessels, which would otherwise return 





or a mixture, f 

He eaiat of Iodian coal would enable” 
| _ Ibis brought back from Japan 

y+ Such a reduetion in the” 


em 
of i, cost of Iudian coal should result in a smaller quantity of Japan coal being used at those 
ports, i 


0. Mz. W. A. Lee, who is interested in the Sherris eld, stated with respect 


Singareni: 


“ Without personal acquaintance with the Singareni mines, it is not possible to answer — 


this question precisely, ‘The high price of Singareni coal at the mine nae that this might 









P 
ray i 





Toduced under stress of competition. The natural result of a reduction of 12 annas to one 
Tapee in the cost of transport of ‘Bengal: galt say, Madras would be to push the ‘eutral 
zone, where Bengal and Singareni coals now meet on ‘level terms, nearer to Singareni by 
railway carriage for ordinary purchases, and by about 200 miles of railway 
way purposes,” 


With respect to Singapore he stated : 


‘Te is impossible to say how far such a reduction would go towards enabling Bengal 
foal to capture the Singapore market without knowing the margin of profit there noc 
the mining, land transport, handling and sea freight. of Japanese eoal--iaformation probably 
ouly aosessible ta,:somo of those engaged ia the Japanase.coal trade; but as Japanese ooal ix 
brought 0 far from the place of production, and as it is not now in undisturbed possession of 
the field, but is slightly losing ground, it may be prosamed thut there is not almnat margin 
available for reduction of its prio, and that a reduction of 12. annas to one rupee inthe charges | 
‘on Bengal coal would give Bengal oul a distinct advantage over Jupanese cul ub Singapore,” 












In answer to the following question: 


“ Bven assuming that the goal trade will not expand to any extent, do yon consider that 
a reduction of 12 annasto Re. 1 will justify the formation of » dept a Luff Point, or whethoe 
any figure above or below these amounts would justify suoh a depot?” 


Mr. Lee states— 


“The only jastifiontion for the expenditaro of capital on a new eaal shipment depét would 

be expansion of the ccal export, trade, impossible of achievement with the existing facilities, or 
* Rlention of a export trade that would be lost, or is sariously threateued, with only’ the 
existing facilities, 

‘cat is impossible to.estimate the effect’ of the development of ooal-folds in Borneo, in 
Indo-China, in Japan, in Australia, and perhaps in Natal, and it is therefore advisable that 
the charges for transportation, shipment, and sea freight should be reduced to the lowest pore 
gible point, to.make more ‘eoure ‘the markets we now have, and to permit us to compste more 
favourably in markets where we are now unfavourably placed.” 


7. Messrs. Heilgers and Company state ‘as under : 


“We ‘are closely connecte with the coal export trade, asd weare of vate that the only 
two ports which are likely to import a greater amount of Bengal coal in fature, given cheaper 
facilities for loading coal bere, are Singapore and Aden, No doubt at both ports a reduction 
ofnnas 12 to Re. 1 per ton would tars Bengal coal in a much better position to compete 
against the qualities regularly imported at such ports, but we are not vertein whether, for 
instance, Japanese coal could not eventually be landed cheaper at Singapore than is now the 
case,” 





8. It will be seen that the opinions given as to the probabilities or 
peice of an expansion of the export of Bengal coal are necessarily” 
ypothetical, ¢ g 


It has to be borne in mind that the Bengal coal-fields will have to meet 
similar schemes for reduction of charges on the part of their rivals in other 
fields, Even for Singareni, which is almost at our doors, wedo not know how 
far the mines there could, if pressed, come down in their rates, much less do 
we know what Japan may be able to do. On the othor hand, we do know that 
considerable fluctuations in sea-freight are usual, which may or may not apply 
simultaneously to all the sources of supply. Mr. Macleod at the meeting on 
the 20th November said: * 

“The freight market is subject to the same rile of supply and demand as our own coal 
tnarket is. ‘The present depression in coal is owing to overproduction. On the Ist July 1806 
‘the steamer Marwar was fixed for Bombay at Bs, 4.12 for 28 working days, Her sister boat, 
with the same dead weight carrying capacity, was fixed in June 1298 at Rs, 6-8 for 26 working 
days. I may say that the British India were last yor charging Rs. 6-4 to Bombay and at 
ny Seth moment we are paying Rs. 5-6, though the outside market is anything from Rs, 4 


Fluctuations to this extent quite outweigh any possible saving which 
exporters of coal could hope to gain in sea-freight by shipping at Luff Point 
a6 against shipping at KidWerpore. We have to fall back om the truism that 
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reduction in the cost of carriage of coal, or of any other somenghlty, 
Pararatiate aa increased business. We have found that any reduction 
the rail freight—a much steadier factor than the sea freight—which can be 
given at Lulf Point can equally be given at Kidderpore; and, as stated at the 
commencement 6f our report, we are satisfied that Kidderpore can deal with - 
the existing trade and can adapt itself to such natural increase as may be 
hoped for. . 


9, We aro of opinion that if it could be made possible to. deliver Bengal 
¢oal at places such as Singapore, Aden, and Coast Ports at a price of Re. 1 per 
ton less than the price which it is now profitable to take, a considerable expan- 
sion of the export trade might be hoped for. Such a reduction, ifit is to come 
at all, can only come asthe result of a combination of the various factors 
which affect the trade. Reductions will be required in the initial cost of 
production, in rail freight, in loading and port charges, and in sea freight, It 
does not follow because Laff Point cannot give all that has been expeoted of it, 
thatthe coal industry should cease in its efforts to enlarge its expory trade. 











PART VI. 
Views of the Mercantile Community. 


Schemes for an auxiliary port at Luff Point or in its neighbourhood havo 
been before the public for some years, and have doubtless been thoroughly 
discussed by all those Associations and individual firms who might be affected, 
It is therefore proper that we should pay adue regard to the attitude of the 
mercantile community generally with respect to the presont proposals, 


2, These proposals, relating as they do to the export of coal only, concern 
chiefly the producers and shippers of coal, and ship-owners. The former are 
divided in opinion. Mr. Beckett’s scheme is favoured by those interested in 
the Jherria field, who were ably xepresented by Mr. Bankier and Mr, Ashton. 
It is opposed by those interested in the Raniganj field, while the interest in the. 
Sanctoria (Desherghar) field is divided. Taking the coal industry as a whole, 
the weight of opinion is adverse. Mr, H.H. Macleod at the meeting on the 
20th November stated : . 

“1 a sohome such as is proposed is to be put in hand, it should benefit equally every. part 
of the coal-fields, and nota particular section, It is inconceivable that Government should 
synction a scheme costing over a crore of rupees which wonld benefit almost, exclusively a par~ 
ticular group of collieries in thefringe of the Jherria coal-field. ”” 


It is hizhly improbable that any.scheme could be. deyised which would 
benefit equally every part of the coal-fields, and it might well be desirable and 
proper to carry out works which would benefit a certain part of an industry if 
this would, at the same time, tend to the expansion of trade and soto the 
benefit of the country as a whole, Still there is no doubt, that when a large 
section of an important industry is opposed toa scheme which is put forward 
ostensibly as being in the general interest of that industry, ca 
should receive due weight and the proposals, should receive a strict scrutiny, 
We have shown that Jherria would in rail freight obtain an equal benefit from 
the Bishenpur-Howrah line, that it would form a line to Luff Point, and if the 
Bishenpur-Howrah live is made it will be carried out not merely in the interest 
of the Jherria coal-field but in the interest of trade generally. | : 


3, Tho shipping industry, as a whole, is.adverse to Luff Point. Represen- 
tatives of firms, such as Messrs. ‘Turner, Morrison and Company, Messrs. 
Graham and Company, and Messrs. Finlay, Muir and Company, have told us 
that they do not want a port at Luff Point. and that they do not anticipate any 
sensible reduction in freight.charges if there were ong. On the, other hand, 
‘Mesers, Mackinnon, Mackenzie and Company, as repigsonting the British India, 











Wie Navigation Company, are strong advocates for Luff Point. We remain 
convinced, however, that Luff Point would not give such a general benefit to 
the coal industry as would warrant the éxpenditure involved, or would justify 
the bifurcation of business in that industry which would inevitably result. 


5. The Commissioners of the port of Caleutta have offered a vigorous 
opposition both on physival and financial grounds. 


We have already expressed our opinion that the physical difficulties are 
not insuperable, though the works would certairily cost more than allowed for 
in Mr. Beckett’s estimate. With respect to the question of the probable effect 
on the revenues of the Port Trust, we may explain that we‘have not considered 
this as an argument of much weight. If we had been satisfied that Luff Point 
promised to give a substantial impetus *to the eoal industry we should have 
considered it to be the duty of the Port Commissioners to provide, as faras 
might be practicable, the facilities required and to arrange their finances 
accordingly. 


6. The scheme has met with a solid opposition from all connected with 
the various industries which centre in Calcutta, 2 


, From the,standpoint of self-interest, which is naturally adopted by Associ- 
ations as well as by individuals, such an opposition was only to bo expected, 
They have nothing to gain fromthe scheme and there is always the apprehen- 
sion that it may necessitate some extra toll on general trade.’ As regards the 
merits or demerits of a scheme for the export of coal, such opposition need not 
be taken too seriously. The statements made constitute, however, a valuable 
record to show that the commercial world of Calcutta is not discontented 
with the present port, oratall events that it has no desire to seek another 
port, and that it believes that the Port Commissioners can, without unduly 
taxing the rest of the trade, provide for the coal éxport as well ‘as for the export 
of general cargo at Kidderpore. 


PART VII. 


Agency for the control of the proposed depét. 


As the conclusions we have come to are adverse to the formation of an 
auxiliary port at Luff Point, it is perhaps hardly necessary that we should say 
much regarding the agency which, we think, should control such a port, if it 
were to be established. We cannot, however, foretell the future, and for all 


we know conditions may change in some way not now foreseen, and a resort * 


to Luff Point or to some other place may become desirable. We wish, there- 
foré, to place on record our conviction that should any auxiliary port be required 
on the Hooghly, it should be controlled hy Government, through the agency 
of the Commissioners of the port of Caleutta. We have already expressed 
the opinion that if it had been shown that the proposed coal depot was 
necessary, or would offer great advantages to the coal industry, it would be the 
duty of the Commissioners of the port of Calcutta to meet the want. We are 
opposed to the formation of any private depot or port within the parent port, 
as being contrary to the interests of general trade. In this connection we would 
point out that if an auxiliary port were to be established a good deal more 
would have to be done than merely to put up jetties and apparatus for loading 
coal. It would be necessary to have a Customs. Office, a Magistrate, Police, 
Medical staff and Hospital, Harhour Masters, a Shippiag Office, with quarters 
forall these officers and the Pilots, and with all the other adjuncts of a port. 
The supply of good drinking water would, anywhere on the Hooghly, bea 
matier of much importance. All these could, of course, be provided if really 
required, but we aii 7 these considerations because they involve a very cou- 
x " a 








siderable addition to the cost of any scheme and becanso in putting 
this particular scheme no attempt to forecast the requirements and outlay has 
been made. " it 








PART VIII, 


Conclusion. 


The replies we, have to give to the questions put to us are as follows = 

We consider that there is no physical impossibility in providing facilities 
at Luff Point for the accommodation and shipment of coal.” We consider, 
however, that it would not be prudent to incur any large expenditure without 
first ascertaining by means of careful observations of the currents and eddies 
throughout the year whether vessels could at all times make use of jetties of 
other facilities, We are of opinion that the expenditure required to maintain 
any works at, or in the neighbourhood of Luff Point, would be considerable on 
account of the erosive action to which the right bank of the Hooghly in this 
locality is subject. . 

‘We are of opinion that it is not ander existing conditions desirable to 
establish a coal depdt at or near Luff Point, as this would be of little, if any, 
use to the coal industry as a whole. 


We are of opinion that, if, at some future time, it should be found 
necessary or desirable to establish such a depot, or an auxiliary port in any 
form ai Luff Point, or at any other place on the Hooghly, such depbt or port 
should be established and controlled by Government, through the Commis: 
sioners of the port of Calcutta: 


Ww. A. INGLIS. 
E. CABLE. 
A, THOLE. 
B. I. SHADBOLT. 
W. 8S. GOODRIDGE. 
22nd December 1903. 


Rider by Mr. A. Thole. 


‘With reference to Part III, paragraph 10 of the above rt, ib seems 
evident to me that to the proposers of the scheme, namely, the British Indian 
Steam Navigation Company who, according to Mr. Hamilton's evidence, export 
not Jess than 400,000 tons of coal for consumption in their own fleet, and who 
are interested in the Jherria coal-fields, the Luff Point scheme would offer a 
handsome total annual saving. By reason of their combining, as far as their 
exports for own consumption are concerned; the functions of producer, shipper, © 
ship-owner and consumer they would have the undivided benofit of cheaper 
rail freight, if any, and of all saving in time ou the sea voyage. Such benefit 
would be small per ton, could not therefore stimulate the exports or consump- 
tion of Bengal coal in general, nor could it, wlien split up, benefit the general 
coal trade in any appreciable manner, j 


. A. THOLE, 
‘ é H 





+ Enelosure No, 2 to Government of India, Public Works Department, 
* i "Notification No. 27%, dated 30th August 1904. 


No, 577 Marine, dated Calcutta, the $lst March 1904, 


From—Mr. D. B.@lorn, Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Marine Depart- 
ment, 


To—The Secretary to the Government of India, Public Works Department, 


Wir reference to your letter No, 225 R.C., dated the 4th ultimo, 
“asking for an expression of the views of His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor 
on the conclusions of the Committee appointed to consider and advise on the 
question of establishing a port forthe shipment of coal at Luff Point as set 
forth in their report, I am directed to make the following observations. _ ‘ 


2. Three questions were submitted for the consideration of the Com- 
mittee :— i 


(a) The facilities required at Luff Point on “the right bank of the 
Hooghly river for the accommodation and shipment of coal. 


(0) Whether they can be provided. “ 


(c) The agency which should provide the works and control the business 
at Luff Point. 


» 8. Before attempting to express any opinion on tho conclusions arrived 
at by the Committee, it is first of all necessary to ascertain how the scheme 
originated ; what its nature and object are ; and the advantages claimed for it, * 


4. The question. of providing facilities for shipment of’ coal on the right 
bank of the: Hooghly, below the James and Mary shoal, was first brought for+ 
ward in 1897 by Messrs. Ewing and Company, who proposed to build a dock at’ 
Gewankhali, ‘The scheme was considered: by the Port Commissioners, and the 
Vice-Chairman at’ the. time reported umfavourably on it. The Managii 
Agents of the British India Steam Navigation Company were at first in favour 
of the scheme, but after ascertaining the nature of the Vice-Chairman’s report, 
they stated that they were not prepared to recommend the adoption of the. 
scheme, he present proposal (vzz., to establish a depdt a little above Luff 
Point for shipment of Coal was laid before the Agent of the Bengal-Nagpur 
railway by the British India Steam Navigation: Company. The depdt is 
inttnded to be somewhat similar’ to that which the Company at present 
\ rponie in Garden Reich: The Agent of the Bengal-Nagpur railway, in 

‘ebruary 1903, submitted the scheme to the Government of India, and asked 
for'its definite sanction, because the British India Steaua Navigation Company 
cone eS acquiring the land for the dep6t, and if the Railway Company 
provided a siding from the main line to the depét, the British India Steam 
Navigation Company would then be in a position to transport coal direct from 
the eoal-fields. The Agent of the railway pointed out that tho acquisition of 
the land by one exporter (the British India Steam Navigation Company) would 
not be to the advantage of the coal trade generally and therefore advocated the 
land being acquired by the Railway Company, to which the Government of 
India agreed. The necessary notification appeared in the Calcutla Gazetle, 
dated the 27th May 4903. 


» 5, This led toa representation by the Port Commissioners, who were 
informed, in reply, by the Government of India that as certain private firms 
contemplated the acquisition. of land at Luff Point for the purpose of establish- 
ing a coal depdt, and the Gévernment of India were convinced ‘that such ao 
scheme sho not fall into the hands of private persons, the Government of 
India had directed tho issue of a notification for the acquisition of the land, 
_ and at the same time had requested the Bengal Government that, pending 
further consideration of the scheme, no further action should be taken fo commit 
the State in the matter.. To enable the Government of India to arrive at an 
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5 Tee 
partial decision on this important question, they appointed (in their letter 
as 1067 R.C,, dated the 4th July 1903) @ Committee, composed of members 
‘unconnected in any way either with the port or trade of Calcutta, to consider 
the question and report, : 

6. This in brief, is how the scheme originated : its object is to cheapen 
the price "of coal for export, and the advantages claimed on behalf of the 
scheme by its supporters are as follows. Its principal and only supporters 
are: 

The Managing Agents of the British India Steam 
‘Navigation Company and the Bengal-Nagpur 
Railway Company ea si a 

Messrs, Jardino, Skinner and Comapny 

Mescrs, Kilbura and Company of 


. As carriers. 





yas coal proprietors, 


The British India Steam Navigation Company ... As consumers. 
The advantages claimed for the scheme on behalf of shipowners are : 
(i) Gain in time. 
(ii) Avoidance of the risks of the river above. 
(iii) The possibility of using larger vessels. 
(iv) Saving in fees for pilotage. 


The Hon’ble Mr. Hamilton, of the British India Steam Navigation 
Company, anticipated a saving of six to eight annssa ton on shipping coal 
from Luff Point, as compared with the Kidderpore Docks, with the class of 
vessels now in use. He based his estimate on the assumption that there 
would be a saving of three days in each voyage. Mr. Hamilton also stated that 
he had good authority for believing that larger steamers could load at Luff 
Point, and that by using vessels with a carrying capacity of 18,000 tons 
(probable draft 27 feet) and comparatively small engine power, a material 
reduction was possible in freight charges. 


n! ‘ 

The Agent of the Bengal-Nagpur railway placed two proposals before 
the Committce. His first proposal was to erect four jetties in the bight, 
known as Puppies’ Parlour (which is a little to the north of Luff Point), to be 
fitted with arrangements for the mechanical shipment of coal, and to construct 
a branch line from Panchkura to the jetties, a distance of about 29 miles. His 
second and more ambitious proposal was to construct, in addition to this branch 
line, two new chord lines (im order to short circuit the existing line from 
Midnapore to Jherria) ; one of 19 miles in length for the upper or J antipahari 
chord, and the other 41 miles long for the lower or Garbetta-Panchkura chord. 
With these lines of, railway,"he hoped to be able to compete with the East 
Indian railway for the dbal trade, and make a material reduction in railway 
tates. There is still one more advantage claimed for the depét which is a 
most important one, ‘This was put forward by coal proprietors on ihe Jherria 
field represented by Messrs. Bankier and Ashton, who maintained that if a 
reduction of twelve annas to one rupee per ton were made, there would be a 
considerable expansion of the trade even if Bengal coal did not oust, Japan coal 
from Singapore. 


"7, As the report of the Committee has been with tke Government of India 
for somo little time, it is unnecessary to refer in detail to the evidence brought 
forward by either the opponents or supporters of the scheme. I am therefore 
merely to state in few words the conclusions arrived at by the Committee, after 


. ® review of the evidence which was placed before them. 


, 8. As regards gain in time, the Committee, after weighing all considera- 
tions, concladed that a saving of 36 hours only was possible for ships using 
Luff Point, and that the probable advantage to shipowners, based on a daily’ 
demurrage rate of Rs. 750 for a ship of 6,000 tons, was equivalent to three annas 
per ton. As to the possibility of larger vessels being able to load at Luff Point» 





Committee that, al vessels could 

irbour, they ' ible to proceed. either to certain 
ports on the st of India or to others in the Straits. Taking this factor 
into consideration, as well as the improvement of the river and docks contem- 
plated by the Port Commissioners, the Committee were of opinion that, 
‘although Luff Point would give some advantage to the owners of very large 
vessels, they were unable to say that it would give any tangible advantage to 
the coal industry. ? 


9, Regarding the avoidance of risks which are supposed to attend the 
navigation of the upper reaches of the river, the Committeo considered that no 
appreciable value could be attached to this, ‘here is a serious miscalculation 
by Mr, Beckett, and the saving in pilotage would only amount to 8} pies per 
ton, so that the total advantage to shipowners would be 3? annas per ton. 
The Committee, therefore, concluded that it was improbable that so small a 
saying could be of any yalue to the coal-producer. x 


10. As to the supposed advantage to be gained in lower railway freights, | 
areference to the distances from the coal-ficlds, which are given on page 9 o) 
the report, is sufficient to show that with Mr. Betkett’s first proposal the 
Bhoura and Bhaga collieries would be a little nearer Luff Point than Kidder- 

re; but for the remainder of Jherria and the other coal-fields the mileages 
would still be in favour of Kidderpore. From Mr. Beckett’s second proposal, 
the advantage to be gained as to distance is. more favourable. For the Jherria, 
Chowrashi, and Sanctoria fields, the distances would be distinctly in favour 
of Luff Poict; for the Raniganj field (Asansol and Sitarampur) the distances 
would be practically the samo ; white for the fields to the north of the East 
Indian railway, the Kidderpore routs would be the shortest. In money value, 
Sanctoria would benefit about 2} annas t ton, and Chaurashi and Jherria 
from 4} to 7 annas; but, in order to give his benefit, seventy miles of new ‘] 
railway would have to be constructed, and an additional 19 miles for Sano- 
toria, at an. estimated cost of Rs. 1,07,86,000. If, however, the Bishenpur- 
Howrah railway were constructed, the table of distances, giveu on page 10 of 
the report, shows that by this line the Jherria and Chaurashi coal-fields would 
bo almost equidistant ‘from Kidderpore by Shalimar wagon ferry, and Luff 
Point by the chords. H 

12, During the enquiry, it was necessary to ascertain the approximate 
output of coal from the different fields, and the following are the figures for 
1902°— 
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‘ 
Of tho output from the Jherria fleld, 444,000 tons had to be sent by the: 
“Bengal-Nagpur railway along the East Indian railway. From Ondal 378,000 
tons and from Sitarampore 224,000 tons were despatched, for which Kidder- 
pore is the natural route. With these figures before them, it was evident to 
the Committee that under no circumstances could Luff Point expect to draw 
the whole of the coal export trade, and that the Bishenptér-Iowrah railway 
would, as far as the Jherria field is concerned, give a route to Kidderpore of 
the same length as that to Luff Point by the chords. This conclusion is, in the 
opinion of the LLiewtenant-Governor, accurate in respect of circumstances at 
(present contemplated. But if at any future. time it should become neces- — 

sary to construct the chord jine from Ondal to Bankura, the Bengal-Nagpur 

railway would then beina position to compete for the QOndal coal trafic. ui 
12. There only remains one other advantage for consideration, viz., the 

sibilities of increased expansion of the coal trade due to the cheaper price 
ef coal at tho port of shipment owing to reduced railway rates and lower 

‘steamer freights.. As has been already stated in this letter, it was claimed ~ 
by Messrs. Bankier and Ashton that if a reduction of twelve annas to one rupee 
per ton were made, there would be a considerable expansion of the trade 

K 


i justified if the expansion of the coal 
export trade was being crippled by the inadequacy of the existing faeiaglie oe 
while the representative of the Bengal Coal Company Ane it as his opinion ‘ 
the a 


trade is suffering from over production, that any reduction in _ 
8 step in the Hieht direction dat any reduction is ineffective unless 
the quality of the coal ison par with the Australian and Japanese coal. 
From the evidence tendered, it was evident to the Committee that the probabil. 
ities or possibilities of an expansion of the trade were necessarily hypothetical 
and those who were in favour of the scheme had to bear in mind that similar 
reductions of charges on the part of their rivals might also be possible. It 
was also pointed out to the Committee that there was great fluctuation in 
freight between Calcutta and Bombay, which the Committee considered would 
quite outweigh any advantage which exporters might hope to-gain by qhipping 
at Lu Point. The Committee also concluded that Kidderpore can | with 
existing trade, and can adapt itself toisuch natural!increase as can be expected. 


13. It is now only necessary to refer to the views of the mercantile 
community regarding the scheme. Mr. Beckett's proposal is favoured by 
those interested in Jherria: opinion as regards Sanctoria is divided ; while the 
coal proprietors in the Raniganj field are opposed toit. Taking the industry 
asa os the Committee consider the opinion to be adverse, and quote a 
statement made by Mr. McLeod, of the Bengal Qoal Company, at one of the’ 
Committee mectings, to the effect that it is inconceivable that Government should 
sanction a scheme, costing over crore of rupees, which would benefit almost 
exolusively a particular group of collieries on the fringe of the Jherria coal- 
field, 





f 14. 'The shipping industry, as a whole, is opposed:to the scheme. | Messrs. 
Turner, Morrison, Messrs, Grabam and Company, and Messrs. Finlay, Muir and 
Company have emphatically stated that they do not wantia port at Luff Point, 

} and they do not anticipate any general reduction in freight charges, if there 

' wasone. Mr. Baker's Committee, which was appointed to enquire into the 
working of the Port Trust, considered this very question in 1900, and ‘their 
conclusion, which was very strongly emphasised, was most decidedly antagon- 
istic. The Port Commissioners have vigorously opposed the scheme through- 
out,and the following are the mames of the non-offigials and the Associations 
which they represent :— * 


F . Mr. Sutherland oe oe 


The Hon'ble Mr. Apear Nominated by the Bengal Chamber of 





ee) 





‘Mr. James Turner Commerce. 
| Kumar Denendra Narain Roy a» Calcutta Corporation, 
‘Mr. Larmour ese we Culeutta Trades, 
Mr. D. Currie oe + By the Lieutenant-Goyernor, 
Babu Nalin Behary Sarkar vs  Bengal Chamber of Commerce. 
» Murali Dhar Roy vs. National Chamber of Commerce. 
‘Mr, Rivers Currie... vw Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 


A glance at the names and the Associations which they represent is suffi- 

' cient guarantee that the Commissioners have an intimate acquaintanee with 
the trade of Calcutta, and the facilities for shipment which the trade demands. 
‘When, therefore, the opinion ofthe great majority of the Commissioners is 
opposed to any scheme which concerns the’ port, the Lieutenant-Governor 
naturally attaches considerable weight to that opinion. 


15. The following are the zeplies of the Committee to questions (a), (0), 
and (c) which were submitted for their consideration :-— 3 
© (2) Wo are of opinion that ittis nob under existing conditions dosirable to establish & 


ree ry. wonster dint Point as this dears of Ii » ifany, use to the coal industry 





Wanye si 
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expendi without first ascertaining by means of car: 

i eddies throughout the year whether veseels could at all times: 
make use cf jetties of other facilities. We are of opmion that the exponditure required to 
maintain any works at orin the neighbourhood of Tt Point, would be considerable on 
aceount of the erosive action to which the right bank of the Hooghly in this locality ig 





“We areof opinion that it is not, under existing conditions, desirable to establish a coal 
depbt at or near Luff Point, as this would be of little or no use to the eoal industry asa whole. 

%() We are of opinion that, if at some future time, it should be found necessary or 
desirable to establish such a depdt or any auxiliary port at Luff Point, or at any otiver place’ 
in the Hooghly, such dep6t or ote should be established and controlled by Goverument 
through the Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta.” 


16. The evidence which is referred to in the previous paragraphs of this 
letter shows, without doubt, how distinctly adverse the general feeling of the 
commercial community is to the establishment of a port at Luff Point, Tam,” 
therefore, to say that the Lieutenant-Governor is inclined to accept the decision 
of the Committee, which is all the: more important whén it is remembered + 
that it is the decision of a Committee’ whose members (with one exception) 
were in no way connected either with the trade or port of Calcutta. y 


17. Regarding the answer to question (6), the Lieutenant-Governor is 
advised that there would be no physical difficulty in constructing a depdt for 
the shipment of coal; but His Honour agrees with the Oommittes that the need 
for such a depdt has not been established at present, Itis true that the Bengal- © 
Nagpur Railway Company is unable to compote on equal terms with the Hast 
Indian railway for its share of the coal trade; and it is equally true that with 
the advent of the Bengal-Nagpur railway into the coal-fields, the coal industry 
benefited by an appreciable reduction of railway rates on the East Indian rail- 
way. Still with these facts before him, the Lieutenant-Governor, as at present 
advised, considers that the coal trade is not sufficient to require more facilities 
than have already been provided. Heis, therefore, unable to recommend the 
expenditure of over one crore of rupees in providing additional facilities to 
enable the Bengal-Nagpur railway to compete for a trade, the bulk of which 
is being done by the East Indian railway to the evident satisfaction of the coal 
industry as a whole. By the construction of the Bishenpur-Howrah railway 
the necessary competition would be equally well securgd; and Caleutta would — 
be provided with an additional inlet for the trade from the west of the Province 
and the United Provinces, as well as with another bridge across the Hooghly in 
the immediate neighbourhood of Calcutta, 


18. Besides, the Lientonant-Governor, is advised. that the roposed 
jetties would be of no great assistance towards relieving the general tate of the 
port of Calcutta, and Sir Andrew Fraser is satisfied that should it be found 
necessary, in the future, to provide an auxiliary port on the Hooghly, nothing 
short of a dock equipped with all the latest modern appliances would suffice, 


19. The Committee, on page17 of their report, have stated it as their 
opinion that “the Port Commissioners can, without unduly taxing the rest of 
Shcdeate, provide for coal export as well as for the export of general cargo 
at Kidderpore.” Looking, however, at the great railway development, which 
has taken place in this Province and is still in progress, if seems to the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor that this isa convenient opportunity, which might be utilized 
by the Port Commissioners, to cause a detailed enquiry to be made, in consulta- 
tion with the railway officers, in order to ascertain what increased demands 
are likely to be made on the docks at Kidderpore, say within the next ten 
years. At the present moment, there is no bridge across the Ganges below 

Benares; but it may be safely assumed that this state of things will not be 

allowed to continue much longer. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor thinks that, if a 
g peer at Sara Ghat is not commenced within the next year or two, the 

“merchants and the public of Calcutta will have some reason to be dissatisfied 
with the Rai. Administration. 
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P Calcutta. has to serve almost the wh 

pee of Assam, the United Provinces, and the Cen 

t may be confidently expected that, with direct railway 
established across the Ganges, the inerease of traffic wiil be It 
seems to the Lieutenant-Governor almost impossible to expect that oné port 
could continue to suffice for so large a tract «f highly cultivated country. In 
any case, it is more than probable, even if trafic does not increase in propor- 
tionto the improved facility of communication between the two banks of the 
Ganges, that the traffic will be delivered more rapidly at the port, and unless — 
timely measures are taken, the facilities for dealing with it may not be ready. 
It seoms to the Lioutenant-Governor that the question of an* auxiliary i is 
likely to be a larger one than is at present contemplated by the Bengal-Nagpur 
railway, x 


21. There only remains for consideration the question of agency. This 
question was discussed in 1882, when the Bengal Government proposed to 
construct docks at Diamond Harbour, Although that’scheme was supported 
by the official members of the Committee, it was vetoed by the mercantile mem- 

* bers. Mr. Keswick, of Messrs. Jardine, Skinner and Company, was the princi- 
pal dissentient, and the following extract on the question of agency is abstract- 
ed from his note of dissent:— * 


“That the docks, if constructed at Diamond Harbour, and the railway to them should 
‘be under one administration, I grant; but would deprecate permitting any’ company to 
construct and work docks at Diamcnd Harhour, If decks are to be constructed there, or 
» anywhere else, to serve Calcutta, they and the present port properiy must, in my opinion, 
be undor one administration and worked for,the general good, so that in considering cither 
the Diamond Harbour scheme or Mr. Bruve’s seheme, the reduction of meome in connection 
with the existing property of the Port must be.cousidered along with the probable meome 
‘of the new scheme.” 


The Caleutta Port Trust was constitu'ed in 1870, and when the amend- 
ment of the Act was before the Council in 1890, the Hon’ble Mr. Allen, 
who was Legal Romembrancer at the time, made the following statement in 
the discussion on the rights of individuals in private jetties :— 





“The principle upon which the Act of 1870 was based was that the responsibility 
for taking care of the Port of Calcutta, for levying tolls in trade, and for raising money to 
construct works of utility, hy which the facilities for shipping and unshipping goods would 
be increasnd, should not rest upon private individuals; but that a public, body under the 
control of the Government @hould be incorporated, on which the management would yest; 
looking not for dividends to be divided emong shareholders or profits to be carried off by 
traneitory merchants, but this public body should borrow money and simply provide for 
paying interest thereon, not charging the shi,ping anything more than was necessary for * 
‘the purpose.” sia 


. 
The following standing order of the House of Commons may also be 
quoted :— 


“No Railway Company shall be authorised to constructor enlarge, purchase, of take on 
7 ease, or otherwise appropriate any’ canal, dock, , 
ele Company not 0 aeqeie Covnl, Doty pier hasbour orferry, or 40 ecquive, aly’ steathe 
3 vessels for the ‘conveyance of goods aud pas- 
songers, or to apply any portion of theit eapital or revenue to other objects, distinct from 
the undertaking of a Railway Company, unless the Committee on the Bill report that such a, 
pestrition ought uot to be enforced, with the reasons and facts on which their opinion ix 
nded. 


The Port Commissioners have administered the business of the port for 
the last 84 years, and, in order to. illustrate the progress made during the 
first twelve years of its existence, the following extract from a minute by Sir — 
Rivers ‘Thompson, dated the 17th February 1858, is interesting :~ | 


“Now, in considering the measures which have been adopted during the last twelv 
to extend the facilities within the port, itsis desirable to notice the great improvements Whicl 
have been made under the Port Trust. ‘Twelve years ago (I am quoting from the report 
the Committee on the Diamond Harbour Dock project) ‘there were no jetties, wharves, ware- 
houses, or appliances available generally for ing or unloading vessels in the port of 
Calcutta. Vessels were moored in the river and cargoes were itched and taken in by 
means of cargo boats, The Port Trust was established in 1870, and since then great 













. 


“a 9 


ne si , bat 3 ia 
been. vided by the oonstraction of jetties lied wi' 
. i i cranes, and a line of Sakieny in mur ite 
with the Eastern Bengal railway.’ During the peta fu question the number of jetties 
Jaen doubled. ‘There aro now eight of them, and the extent and growth of their advantags 


qwas in 1869-70 only 75, in 1880-4] there were 195.” 


92, Since this minute was written the facilities for dealing with the i 
have been greatly extended. In 1883 when the merchants asked for the 
struetion of docks at Kidderpore, the Commissioners raised th 


6 
may be gathered from the fact that, while the number of vessels accommodated by . the ies 


Kidderpore Docks were completed in 1892- 

use them until August 1897, so that the facilities provided were in advance f 
requirements. It was the rapid and unexpected development of the coal trae 
which led to the docks being used, and, without the facilities provided therait 
is questionable if the coal trade would have developed as rapidly as it ts 
done. With the knowledge of this fact that the merchants, up to pa 
ago, considered that the jetties sufficed for both the import and export ot 
the port, and that dock No 2 is still capable of providing for an addition 
13 berths, it is evident that the Commissioners are ina position to meet mi 
than a reasonable expansion of trade for some years to come. .! 


28, With'the above quoted opinions and in view of the statement 
shipping facilities which have been provided in the past, the Lieutenant 
-Governor is satisfied that the Commissioners may be trusted to provide facili 
for the expansion of the trade of the port inthe future. He, therefore, accep' 
the Committee’s conclusion, véz,, that, if an auxiliary port should be required; 
it should be established and controlled by Government through the Com-' 
missioners of the port of Calcutta. Should the expansion of the trade of the 
rt in the future become so great-as to be beyond the effective control of the, 

ommissioners, and should it be found necessary to accept the assistance of} 
private capitalists or of any outside ‘agency, the Lieutenant-Governor is of 
opinion that such agency should only be employed on terms which had ‘the | 
approval of the Commissioners. 






st¥'g9'6t | ooetterr | eSLzoret 





oof'or 
000'g2'z 
008'gh 


00g 08 
000 zoe (9); 


* feqerqeyy ss2y;nog) voHOSS 
(396 wos "WID “APIew) yAEATEN =a 
‘pawog 391381, 


io 5 yeapNurmy ie mypop/ ica 


ssneqsespsey 


Ee 
pe feneig poe eporeg, “feqinag, 2 


Seb 16 10 o00'tL £(0)) 
Gorocor fs 000 £6" 
| 636.0F'So 000 Sz’ 


ot618 000 $ 
696 +8 g : 00 11'r 
of 86 rr 00 36 


cootsor | gorer't coo tf e 
000 Lo'z oof ZE 
Zevlre | coos 26 000 982 











“Po6t | 
aeany | sndny 
woe pute 2. | pees 











sosvanouy 





oy f\nf 387 Aoah HS ‘Burpus x08 
wo stuns my, oat ad ite “a 





TIVRA 40 22VH-GNE ONFENG OXINIO 40 SIINSEY — 


ok ok 
Fo nj ou pon ua0g oaty sony poe Watans pce : sy 
“SAVAATIVS Wnviuweso conta scous a aLyv uddv 40 LN 


‘SOMSLLVLS AVMTIVE 
“LNANLUVdad SHYOM OITand — 
“VIGNI 40 LNAWNTAOD 



























‘NOSdOOVI ‘uv 





‘Go6x yuBay pace o Ley, WIS! word C) 
oui q poseys 
snd Comper jnexey 





£061 zaquiasoyy oh aa psi 


24) Sepayouy (2) 





a 





Woelc6tr] ~ — | 6c0'6ES | ooSesSc> 





ily go're't | oft 












esligl6 = IgScc'y | cof'sg't€ | Grt'So'le 















fe 
e'gc't 
ietor 


oor'91 trot 
oor St cer'gh 
ool ligt 


06 er $Lo'Se 
oor'st lerli 
o00'Fl - 
ooo: | Serr 


sorry 


1k 
Sito 





006'64 zor'te 
oco'coe | asruSe 


000'9 +6 
o0g'Fr ahh: 
006 64 ssL64 
‘00'SS'r gant 
coottz | grii6'r 
006'L rk 
ooF'9S ozo'g€ 
o0g'Lr g09'91 


GiLeLe 
SoC e'x 
f1gzo'r 





este o0g't2 ror'se 
"29 6 (2) 06'S fgotr 
ofggc'e 006'1g stc69 
trb'sg oor'se sexe 
Legtg't o00'oF Srses 
Solidi ool'le bre'el 

















Ban BSR CSS ROR 





BER BARS oe PAR Lg 








: 2 


Jougea #0Hy>RD O41 
s8q9q S00) 


edidtry 


(p) ei 


"geen Bonootigl 


: aS naees 
+ rouegands 





“epee: ren pm 


IA HEAYPOD 


sos sndiaeAsoX 
1g es0shyR 


aes SAEMITED OL 


_favSuyeuvedef-sndyoaref-9h 


(988 50D) uowny PaE PUEHTGOR 


: “ten 
areas pose SaMeZEN OME, 
Teqae[-zmqq-eo 


: es ‘al 





saat | 


Hyeqpreony 


ek 











be, 
1 


le 








ater Tee -— 
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The Gazette of India. 


No. 37.} CALCUTTA, SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 1904, 








OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


ASurriement to the GAZETTE OF INDIA ail! Le published from time to time, containing suck Official Papers and 
information as the Government of India may te of interest to he Public, and such as may usefully be made 
mn The Devates of the Lepisiative Council of His Rxcellency the Govertnor itt im future be published in 
Part VI of the GAZETTE. 
Non-Subscribers to the GAIRTTE may receive the SUPPLEMENT separately on a payment of five Rs nnem if 
1 eee ine eT Ti pees fend by Pott, The SubecaueN't and Pane V1 of the GatErre cam olan be sub 

tevibed for separately on a payment of Rupees six per annum if delivered in Calcutta or Rupees nine if sent by Post, 
‘No Official Orders or Notifications, the publication of which in the GAZETTE OF INDIA is required by. Law, o» which 
Momaty to publish in the CALGOTTA GAZETTE, will be included in the SUPPLEMENT. For such Orders and 

the body of the GAterr® must be looked to, 
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